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"We have nothing tofearfor the future, except as we shallforget the way the
Lord has led us, and His teaching in our past history. " LS 196
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which he later lapsed.' He believed he was
standing firmly for the right, while Ellen White
was shown instead that he was resisting light.5

In a letter to Butler and Uriah Smith in April
1887 she said, "I do not wish the letters that I
have sent to you should be used in a way that
you will take it for granted that your ideas are
all correct and Dr. Waggoner's and Elder
Jones's are all wrong ....

His reaction to this letter further illustrated
how unbelief drains one of spiritual vigor,
while diverting enormous energy into self­
directed endeavors. A year and a half later
from his sick bed he wrote a 41-page letter to
Ellen White, just before the Minneapolis Gen­
eral Conferencesession. In it he blamedher for
his illness. "It was sadness of heart ... by the
positionyou tookthatgave me that fourmonths'
sickness.?? He stubbornly asserted," I have
not, Sister White, been able to seethe justiceof
your letter of April 5, 1887, and never expect
to ...."8

here was little evidence of the "faith of
Jesus" in the Adventists of the 1880's.'
The "faith of Jesus" encompasses an un­
derstanding of the gospel that Scripture
outlines and a confidence in the testimony

of Jesus. It is revealed by a personal embodi­
ment of the character qualities of God dis­
closed to us in both of the above. We will
review these qualities in the life of Elder
Butler, age 52 to 81 (from 1886 to 1915).

Elder George 1. Butler took strong excep­
tion in 1886 to E. J. Waggoner's teaching on
the law in Galatians 3. That year he wrote
Ellen White at least four times lamenting what
Waggoner was doing, and asking for her opin­
ion. He felt this issue was one of "the prin­
ciples of our faith. "2 In one of his first letters
to her, Butler manifested a healthy openness
on his part. If he were shown to be wrong, he
declared, "I feel sure I would accept it ...."3

Every other statement showed an inflexibility
that helps to explain the deep depression into
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unsettle the faith ofthe people ofGod."'·
They had left Ellen White alone, and
she felt it more than the death of her
husband James." They had despised
the message and the messengers of
righteousness by faith and were "war­
ring against the light."" Smith made a
confession in January of 1891 that was
in the right direction. In contrast, But­
ler saw no need to do so." Butler wrote
to Ellen White in September stating,
"what you charge me with ... 1cannot
make it seem to me to be so, and really
it seems otherwise.",.

In January 1893, she wrote how
Butler and Smith were holding them­
selves "aloof, not blending ... with the
work that brethren Jones and
Waggoner" were led of God to do."
With such a course, Butler and Smith,
"who might have received the richest
blessings," she stated, "will meet with
eternal loss, for though they should
repent and be saved at last, they can
never regain that which they have lost
through their wrong courseofaction."22
They continued "standing in the way of
others" and "retarded the work."23

In April, Butler wrote to Elder
Haskell, still not seeing any sin in his
actions, and ascribing Ellen White's
evaluation ofhim to her own opinion."

In May, Ellen White was yeaming
that Butler "would come out from the
shadow of death and into the chamber
of light and brightness." She added, "I
have no call to write to him anything.
Poor man, 1feel so sorry for him!""

June 13, in an article in the Review
and Herald, Butler admitted God was
leading in "the greater agitation of the
doctrines of justification by faith." In
the article he contended, "I never, for a
moment since my conversion, supposed
1 could be saved by my own good
works . . . ." Yet he admitted "that
additional light ofgreat importance has
been shining upon these subjects.'?"

The next month Ellen White said
Butler and Smith were cherishing the
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The message ofrighteousness by faith brought
by Jones and Waggoner in the 1880's could

have prepared a people to meet Christ
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most unreasonable position," and
being "unnecessarily severe in his
criticism."32

In May, Ellen White strongly
affirmed that as a result ofhis years
ofaffliction, "Elder Butler is strong
in physical and spiritual health. The
Lord has provedand tested and tried
him .... I see in Elder Butler one
who has humbled his soul before
God. He has another spirit than the
Elder Butler ofyounger years ...."33

In April 1903, she again wrote,
"I rejoice that Brother Butler is with
us in this work .... God desires the
gray-haired pioneers, the men who
acted a part in the work when the
first, second and third angels' mes­
sages were first given, to stand in
their place in His work today. "34 She
wrote him in June, "We must now
do a work that should have been done
long ago . . . . The . . . experience
through which the peopleofGod passed
in the early history ofour work must be
republished.?"

In 1904, she wrote him regarding
the foundational crisis. "At this crisis
all are called upon to take their position
. . . . Not a stone is to be moved in the
foundation of this truth -not a pillar
moved. "36 She repeated this again to
him as late as 1910.37

Brother Butler's work in support­
ing the Madison and Lorna Linda
schools showed a new confidence in
the Spirit of Prophecy. In 1915, his
speech at the Autumn Council of the
General Conferenceheld at Lorna Linda
helped to save the new medical school.38

Reflection
The refining fire had done its work

with Brother Butler. His wife's illness
and death, and his personal illness and
trials impressed upon him the impor­
tance of health reform, and humbled
his view of himself. Through it all, he
remained loyal to the church and learned
to put greaterconfidence in the Spirit of
Prophecy.

In his experience we can see how a
theory of the truth can co-exist with
persistent resistance against it. We un­
derstand how the Lord often uses great
trials to break through our self-confi­
dence and deception, until we begin to
see the deeper issues of our needs and
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the gospel solutions. The missed op­
portunities of 1888 corporately added
up to what Ellen White described as
"insubordination," and resulted in the
church having to remain in this world
many more years."

The message of righteousness by
faith brought by Jones and Waggoner
in the 1880's could have prepared a
people to meetChrist."When this mes­
sage and work was hindered, the result­
ing spiritual confusion led to heresies
that attacked the very foundations of
the church. Upon her return from Aus­
tralia, when after the 1901 General
Conference Ellen White saw no deep
spiritual change in the church, she be­
gan to realize that the window of op­
portunity had passed, and turned her
attention to damage control and preser­
vation of the foundations ofthe church.

She called Smith and Butler to as­
sist her from 1902 onward in preserv­
ing these foundations. These men were
pioneers who had remained faithful to
the cause, though blinded in part to the
advancing providences of God. Her
affirmation of God's leading both of
these men to have a place in His work
right to the end of their lives was in
spite ofthe fact that they did not under­
stand the message of righteousness by
faith in all its dimensions.

They were valuable for other as­
pects of the message, particularly their
"pioneer" perspective and unwavering
loyalty to the movement. It was as if

she said to the church, "Since you
are not going to finish the house, at
least leave the foundations. Another
generation will come, and fmish the
house." Some of the pioneers who
were called to help her in this work
were the very ones in part respon­
sible for the lostopportunity. And so
they were called to counter the con­
sequences of their own actions. It
appears they did this loyally and
willingly, though they neverregained
what she said was their "eternal loss,"
May we affirm the foundations, and
plead with the Lord to finish the
house, cooperating with Him in this
most important work.•
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