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“We have nothing to fear for the future, except as we shall forget the way the
Lord has led us, and His teaching in our past history.” LS 196
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here was little evidence of the “faith of
Jesus” in the Adventists of the 1880’s.!
The “faith of Jesus” encompasses an un-
derstanding of the gospel that Scripture
outlines and a confidence in the testimony
of Jesus. It is revealed by a personal embodi-
ment of the character qualities of God dis-
closed to us in both of the above. We will
review these qualities in the life of Elder
Butler, age 52 to 81 (from 1886 to 1915).
Elder George 1. Butler took strong excep-
tion in 1886 to E. J. Waggoner’s teaching on
the law in Galatians 3. That year he wrote
Ellen White at least four times lamenting what
Waggoner was doing, and asking for her opin-
ion. He felt this issue was one of “the prin-
ciples of our faith.” In one of his first letters
to her, Butler manifested a healthy openness
on his part. If he were shown to be wrong, he
declared, “I feel sure I would accept it....”
Every other statement showed an inflexibility
that helps to explain the deep depression into
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which he later lapsed.* He believed he was
standing firmly for the right, while Ellen White
was shown instead that he was resisting light.*
In a letter to Butler and Uriah Smith in April
1887 she said, “I do not wish the letters that I
have sent to you should be used in a way that
you will take it for granted that your ideas are
all correct and Dr. Waggoner s and Elder
Jones’s are all wrong.™®

His reaction to this letter further ﬂlustxated
how unbelief drains one of spiritual vigor,
while diverting enormous energy into self-
directed endeavors. A year and a half later
from his sick bed he wrote a 41-page letter to
Ellen White, just before the Minneapolis Gen-
eral Conference session. In ithe blamed her for
his illness. “It was sadness of heart . . . by the
position you took that gave me that four months’
sickness.” He stubbotnly asserted,” I have
not, Sister White, been able to see the justice of
your letter of Apr11 5, 1887, and never expect
to.

continued on page two
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n response, she wrote him from
Minneapolis that his spirit was
“not Christlike,” and he had “not
kept pace with the opening provi-
dence of God.™ She pointedly
stated, “If my letter caused so

‘great consequences to you . . . [ shall

not be held accountable for it; forif you
had received it in the right spirit, it
would have had no such results.”'® Re-
garding the 1886 General Conference,
sheemphasized, “My guide. .. stretched
outhis arms toward Dr. Waggoner, and
to you, Elder Butler, and said in sub-
stance as follows: ‘Neither have all the
light upon the law, neither position is
perfect.'”"! The guide also told her,
“There is much light yet to shine forth
from the law of God and the gospel of
righteousness. This message, under-
stood in its true character, and pro-
claimed in the Spirit, will lighten the
earth with its glory.™? This identifies
vital aspects of the message, connect-
ing it with the angel of Revelation 18,
and showing it to be the loud cty mes-
sage.

In December 1888, Ellen White
wrote to Elder Butler and his wife iden-
tifying three causes of his physical
illness and spiritual blindness:

1. his wife’s ideas and feelings;

2. his “spirit of warfare” on health
reform, his “habits in eating and in
labor”; and

3. his “pride of soul™ and “large amount
of self.”"?

Butler’s 12 years of isolation in
Florida caring for his invalid wife,
“passing through severe trials.”"* were
a fulfillment of what Ellen White was
shown back at Minneapolis, that Elder
Butler's “stubbornness and unbelief
was sinful and God would bring his
afflicting hand heavily upon him if he
did not repent and have another spirit,
and if he still held his perversity and
stubbornness, he would come nearer
stilt to him in affliction.”*

During 1890 and 1891, Mrs. White
addressed the desperate
spiritual needs of Uriah
Smith and George Butler in
several letters. They were
“ensnared by the enemy”
and “unfaithful.” Their po-
sition and work was “to
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unsettle the faith of the people of God.™®
They had left Ellen White alone, and
she felt it more than the death of her
husband James."” They had despised
the message and the messengers of
righteousness by faith and were “war-
ring against the light.”'® Smith made a
confession in January of 1891 that was
in the right direction. In contrast, But-
ler saw no need to do so.'® Butler wrote
to Ellen White in September stating,
“what you charge me with . . . I cannot
make it seem to me to be so, and really
it seems otherwise.”

In January 1893, she wrote how
Butler and Smith were holding them-
selves “aloof, not blending . . . with the

work that brethren Jones and

Waggoner™ were led of God to do.*
With such a course, Butler and Smith,
“who might have received the richest
blessings,” she stated, “will meet with
eternal loss, for though they should
repent and be saved at last, they can
never regain that which they have lost
through their wrong course of action.”?
They continued “standing in the way of
others” and “retarded the work.”®
In April, Butler wrote to Elder
Haskell, still not seeing any sin in his
actions, and ascribing Ellen White’s
evaluation of him to her own opinion.**
In May, Ellen White was yearning
that Butler “would come out from the
shadow of death and into the chamber
of light and brightness.” She added, “I
have no call to write to him anything.
Poor man, I feel so sorry for him!™*
June 13, in an article in the Review
and Herald, Butler admitted God was
leading in “the greater agitation of the
doctrines of justification by faith.” In
the article he contended, “I never, fora
momentsince my conversion, supposed
I could be saved by my own good
works . . . .” Yet he admitted “that
additional light of greatimportance has
been shining upon these subjects.”®
The next month Ellen White said
Bufler and Smith were cherishing the

The message of righteousness by faith brought
by Jones and Waggoner in the 1880’s could
have prepared a people to meet Christ.

continued from page one

same spirit from Minneapolis, and had
“little appreciation” of heavenly light.
Significantly, she differentiated Elder
Butler’s position. “No greater light or
evidence will come to any one of you
except to Elder Butler. He has not been
directly in the channel where light from
the throne has come upon him. The
Lord looks with compassion . . . in a
special sense upon Elder Butler.”*’

In the August 15, 1893 Review and
Heraldhe reviewed Ellen White's new
book, Steps to Christ, and accepted
every part of her precious volume.

In 1895, Ellen White wrote, “If
Elder Butler had heeded the waming,
the entreaties of the Spirit of God, if he
had walked in the counsel given him of
God, he would now have been walking
in strength and efficiency.”?

A transition came toward the end
of the 1890’s. Ellen White had one of
the first copies of her new book Desire
of Ages sent to Butler. He replied late in

" 1898 with gratitude that she wonld think

of him. April of the next year she in turn
wrote him, “You misapprehend me
when you suppose I have lost all hope
of you. This has never been the case
....I'would be pleased to see youtake
hold of the work again and move for-
ward . . . in the rich truths which God
has given us.”®

The crisis years of the early 1900’s
show what may appear as contradic-
tory events and counsels. In 1901, after
the death of his wife, Brother Butler
returned to active church work. How-
ever, in January 1902, Uriah Smith
printed articles in the Review and Her-
ald still strongly opposing the views of
Jones, Waggoner, and Ellen White, ac-
cording to A. G. Daniells.®

In February 1902, Ellen White di-
rected the church to the contribution
the pioneers offered. She affirmed their
need for Elders Butler and Smith, and
stated regarding Elder Butler, “We wel-
come him into our ranks once more,
and regard him as one of our most
valuable laborers.”!

The Review and Her-
ald Boatd temoved Smith
from position as head edi-
tor in March. Butler came
to his defense, taking what
Daniells described as “a
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most unreasonable position,” and
being “unnecessarily severe in his
criticism.”?

In May, Ellen White strongly
affirmed that as a result of his years
of affliction, “Elder Butler is strong
in physical and spiritual health. The
Lord has proved and tested and tried
him . . .. I see in Elder Butler one
who has humbled his soul before
God. He has another spirit than the
Elder Butler of younger years . .. ."*

In April 1903, she again wrote,

“I rejoice that Brother Butler is with

us in this work . . . . God desires the
gray-haired picneers, the men who
acted a part in the work when the
first, second and third angels’ mes-
sages were first given, to stand in
their place in His work today,”* She
wrote him in June, “We must now
do a wotk that should have been done
long ago . . .. The . . . experience
through which the people of God passed
in the early history of our work must be
republished.™*

In 1904, she wrote him regarding
the foundational crisis. “At this crisis
all are called upon to take their position
....Not a stone is to be moved in the
foundation of this truth —not a pillar
moved.™® She repeated this again to
him as late as 1910.*

Brother Butler’s work in support-
ing the Madison and Loma Linda
schools showed a new confidence in
the Spirit of Prophecy. In 1915, his
speech at the Autumn Council of the
General ConferenceheldatLomaLinda
helped to save thenew medical school.*®

Reflection

The refining fire had done its work
with Brother Butler. His wife’s illness
and death, and his personal illness and
trials impressed upon him the impor-
tance of health reform, and humbled
his view of himself. Through it all, he
remained loyal to the church andleatned
to put greater confidence in the Spirit of
Prophecy.

In his experience we can seehow a
theory of the truth can co-exist with
persistent resistance against it. We un-
derstand how the Lord often uses great
trials to break through our self-confi-
dence and deception, until we begin to
see the deeper issues of our needs and
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the gospel solutions. The missed op-
portunities of 1888 corporately added
up to what Ellen White described as
“insubordination,” and resulted in the
church having to remain in this wotld
many more years.* '

The message of righteousness by
faith brought by Jones and Waggoner
in the 1880°s could have prepated a
people tomeet Christ.* When this mes-
sage and work was hindered, the result-
ing spiritual confusion led to heresies
that attacked the very foundations of
the church. Upon her return from Aus-
tralia, when after the 1901 General
Conference Ellen White saw no deep
spiritual change in the church, she be-
gan to realize that the window of op-
portunity had passed, and turned her
attention to damage control and preser-
vation of the foundations of the church.

She called Smith and Butler to as-
sist her from 1902 onward in preserv-
ing these foundations. These men were
pioneers who had remained faithful to
the cause, though blinded in patt to the
advancing providences of God. Her
affirmation of God’s leading both of
these men to have a place in His work
right to the end of their lives was in
spite of the fact that they did not under-
stand the message of righteousness by
faith in all its dimensions.

They were valuable for other as-
pects of the message, particularly their
“pioneer” perspective and unwavering
loyalty to the movement. It was as if

she said to the church, “Since you
are not going to finish the house, at
least leave the foundations. Another
generation will come, and finish the
house.” Some of the pioneers who
were called to help her in this work
were the very ones in part respon-
sible fot the lost opportunity. And so
they were called to counter the con-
sequences of their own actions. It
appears they did this loyally and
willingly, though they neverregained
what she said was their “eternal loss.”
May we affirm the foundations, and
plead with the Lord to finish the
house, cooperating with Him in this
most important work. ¢
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