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Hrrr iz something worthy of our congideration, in
Special Testimonies, pages 27 and 33: —

“ You who have been withholding your means from the cause of
God, read the book of Malachi, and see what is spoken there in re-
gard to tithes and offerings. Can not you see that it is not best
under any circumsiances to withhold your tithes and offerings, be-
cause you are not in harmony with everything your brethren do ?
The tithes and offerings are not the property of any man, but are
to be used in doing a certain work for God. Unworthy ministers

o repaiTe sntne of tha roaans PR | A

. Hay receive some of the means thus TaiIsed, but dare a0y oneg, be-
cause of this, withhold from the treasury, and brave the eurse of
God? [ darenot. Ipaymy tithes gladly and freely, saying as
David, * Of thine own have we given thee.? . . . Look at the days
and weeks and months of the past, and see if your life service has
not been one long, complicated »obbery of God, because you have
failed to remember Aim, and have Teft eternity out of your reckon-
ing.” )

God is in earnest with his people. Shall we not
study the word of God, and upon our knees pray
for his mercy and pardomng loye?

Brethren, how many have been paying tithes with
the support of the ministry as its primary object?
Hag there been before us that which the tithe was
designed to keep in mind ?

"It has been hut a 1ittls over a year since the Lord
gave me a view of this subject in the light T have
presented it here, and let me tell you that when we
pay our tithes to Christ as a recognition that he Zas
redgemed us, that Christ cwns our body, spirit, and
soul, that he is the proprictor of all man possesses,
than we will find a sweefness in the returning of the

fithes to Christ that we have not found in the. past
I know this by a blessed experience.

T want to notice that text in Malachi again, « Will
aman rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ve
say, Wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes and
offerings.” Mal. 3:8, The individual who thinks
he is liberal in paying the tithe betrays a narrow
view of the question of self-denial. He that pays
only a tithe (but few have done this) does not give
anything ; for “the tithe is the Lord’s,” reserved
sacredly unto God, and not ours to give. God never
designed that man should have any less of thig world’s
goods because he pays the tithe, In otherwords the
nine-tenths (providing we pay the Lord the tithe) will
go as far, and often farther, in providing us with a sup-
port, as the whole would if the tithe is not paid.
Would you think of calling your neighbor “ benevo-
lent ” because he doss not enter your house at night
and take away, against your protest, that which you
have gathered for the comfort of your family? Isa_
man beneyolent because he does not rob the bank?
No, no; well, then, why ¢all a man “benevalent ” be-
catise he ceases to rob Jesus Christ of the portion
that he has reserved of all that he has placed in our
hands? Oh, for that “ honest-heartedness” which
enlarges the soul, and gives a trus conception of Chris-
tian berievolence.

I have been asked, “ upon what principle can it be
said, that we rob God in ‘offerings,” if God has given
{0 man nine-tenths of his income and hag only re-
gerved the tithe ag holy to himself?” God has not
specified any particular amount that man should
give in offerings, vet if we do not recognize the obliga-
tion we are under to God for what he has done and s
doing for us in the gift of Jesus Christ, we show the
bagest ingratitude. We recognize the principle, when
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our friends have bestowed upon us some valuable
gift, we begin to look about to see what we can re-
turn to reciprocate the favor. The greater the gift
bestowed, the greater the sense of obligation and
gratitude. If thus the trifling favors bestowed npon
men by their fellows call forth a return of *gifts”
according to our ability, how mueh more should the
“oift ” of life and redemption call forth from man con-
atant recognition of his obligations and gratitude to
hig Redeemer?
The principle of heaven is benevolence.

GIVE, GIVE, GIVE.

¢ It is more blessed to give than to receive.” Acts
20:835. And why? Ifis because there is more last-
ing joy in giving than in receiving. Christ warns
us against the sin of covetousness,—* Take heed
and beware of covetousness; for a man’s life con~
sisteth not in the abundance of the things which he
poszesseth.” Tmke 12:15. ¢ For the wicked boast-
eth of hig heart'’s desire, and blesseth the covetons,
whom the Lord abhorreth.” Ps 10:3. It was cov-
etousness that led Lucifer to desire Christ’s position.
This mighty angel succeeded in gaining man’s fall
through coveting the forbidden tree, and the wirus of
covetousness has fainted the soul of every son of
Adam. This must all be taken out of man if he
enters heaven. God in his wisdom has made the
duty and privilege of giving a part of the worship
of God. “Give unto the Lord, O ye kindred (or
familieg) of the people, give unto the Lord glory and
gtrength. Give unto the Lord the glory due unto
his name; bring an offering, and come into his
_courts. O worship the Lord in the beauty of holi~
ness; fear before him, all the earth.” Ps: 96:7-9.
The Sabbath offering was twice as much as on
any other day of the week. See Numbers 28
God calls upon the wealthy especially to give
liberally of the means he has intrusted fo them.
“ Charge them that are rich in this world, that they
be not high-minded, nor trust in uncertain riches,
but in the living God, who giveth us richly all things
to enjoy; that they do good, that they be rich in
good works, ready to distribute, willing to communi-
cate, laying up in gtore for themselves a good founda-
tion against the time to come, that they may lay
hold on eternal life,” 1 Tim. 6:17-19. Riches arg
a gnare to the soul unless used to the glory of God,
Giving is a religious act, and hence should always
be a volnntary one. “ But this I say, ITe which sow-
eth gparingly shall reap also sparingly: and he that
goweth bountifully, shall reap also bountifully. Every
man. according as he purposeth in his heart, so let
him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity ; for God
loveth a cheerful giver. And God iz able to maks
all grace abound toward you, that ye, always having

all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every
good work.” 2 Cor. 9: 6-8. It is a blessed truth thab
all must be saved by faith, yet we are to be rewarded
according to our works. ¢ Behold, I come quickly;
and my reward is with me, fo give every man ac-
cording as his work shall be” Rev.22:12. Read
also Matt. 16 : 24-27. We may give and not see the
result of our labor in this life, but the eye that never
sleeps nor slumbers will reward every- self-denying
act. “For God is not unrighteous to forget your
work and labor of love, which ye have showed to-
ward his name, in that ye have ministered to the
saints, and do minister.” Heb. 6: 10. The poor widow
who gave only one farthing, because of the self-deni-
al connected with it, gave more than all who gave of
their abundance. FEvery sacrifice is remembered of
God.

The angel of God made mention of the alms and
prayers of Cornelius, and said that they had come
up as a memorial before God. Acts 10:4 Man,
althongh selfish and wundeserving, hag been the
recipient of the wunspeakadle gift of Christ. “Though
he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor,
that ye through his poverty might be rich.” 2
Cor. 8:8. Oh, for the unselfish, uplifting Spirit of
Christ, that denies self for the good of the undesery-
ing! Give me this spirit, and I will know the
truth, “ It is more blessed to give than to receive.”

When David called for offerings to build the
temple, and the people readily responded, he was
led to exclaim — % Both riches and honor come of
thee, and thou reignest over all; and in thine hand
ie power and might and in thine hand it is to
make great, and to give strength unto all. Now,
therefore, our God, we thank thee, and praise thy
glorious name. (Let all say, Amen) Bubt who am I,
and what is my people that we should be able to
offer so willingly after this sort? For all things come
of thee and of thine own have we given thee. . . . I
know also, my God, that thou triest the heart, and hast
pleasure in uprightness. As for me, in the upright~
ness of my heart, I have willingly offered all these
things; and now have I seen with joy thy people,
which are present here, to offer willingly unto thee.”
1 Chron. 29:12-14, 17. )

We have seen by many scriptures that man and
all he hag belongs to Christ, and that man is in pos-
gession of the things of this world only as a steward
of the property of Christ. Therefore Christ has the
right to call upon men to return any portion of his
goods at any time. When the antitypical jubilee is
about to usher in, then what man has will be of
little value to hirn in this world. Xence at this time
Christ will call upon his people to dispose of much
of their property to push forward the closing tri-
umphs of the cross. Inthis the hearts of the wealthy
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will be especially “tried ” and their loyalty to their
Redeemer tested. Bpeaking to us on this point,
Christ says: “ Fear nof, little flock; for it is yonr
father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom. Sell
that ye have and give alms; provide yourselves bags
which wax not old, a treasure in the heavens that
faileth not, where no thief approacheth, neither moth
corrupteth, for where your treasure is there will your
heart be also. IL.et your loins be givded about, and
your lights burning; and ye, yourselves, like unto
men that wait for their Lord, when he will return from
the wedding; that when he cometh and knocketh,
they may open unto him iremediately. Blessed are
those servants, whom the Lord when he cometh shall
find watching, Verily I say unto you, that he shall
gird himself, and make them to sit down to meat,
and will come forth and serve them” Tuke 12:
32-37.

It is clear that there will he a time before the
gospel closes when this command to “sell and give
alms? will especially apply. The connection shows
that it will be just before the Lord comes, when the
“little flock” will be * waiting” and “ watching”
for their Lord’s return. It is proper to inquire, * Has
the time come when this command of Christ to his

S T P 1Y Ten  asciorar T
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question, * Testimony No. 33, page 261, 262 speaks
very clearly as follows: —

% Let every dollar that you can spare be invested in the bank of
heaven,” *Lay not uptor yourselves treasures upon earth, where
moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and
steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither
moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break throngh
not steal. For where your treasure is, there will your heart be
also.” These are the words of Jesns, who loved you so much that
he gaue Als own life, that you might bavea home with him in his

Tt nrm

Nmnot dishanarvane Lard by dlarosardime hiz amaiiics
AiEZQOom.
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command.  @od cglls upon those who have possessions in lands
and houses to sell, and to invest the money where it will be supply-
ing the great wang in the misgionary feld. When once they bave
experienced the real satisfaction that comes from thus doing, they
will keep the channel opesn, and the means the Lord intrusts to
them will be constanily flowing into the treasury, that somls may
be eonverted . . . . Thereare men and women whe, possesssing
houses and lands, cling to their earthly treasure with selfish tena-
cigy, and 4o not have fzith enough in the message ard n God to
put thewr means inte his work., To these last are especially ap-
pheable the words of Christ, “sell that ye Tave and give alms.”

Then the “Testimony ” speaks of the poor and
those of less means, as follows : —

Tt may not be your duty o sell your liftle homes just now;
hut go to God for yourselves; the Lord will certainly heay your
earnest. prayers for wisdom to understand your duty. , . . But T
can say to those to whornt God has intrusted goods, who have lands
and houses: * Commende your selling and give alms, Make no delay.,
God expects more of you than you have been willing to do.  'We call
upon yor who have means, to inquire with earnest prayer: ‘ What
is the extent of the divine claim wpon me and my property ¢’ %

This message was sent to us four years ago, a,nd
how few have heeded the call,

In Special Testimonies of recent date I find these
words: —

“ All our influence belongs to God.  All we acguire is 10 be used
to his glory. All the property that the Lord has intrusted o us
is to be held on the altar of God, to be returned to him again. We
are working out our own destiny.”” !

May God help us to be wise for eternity.

The prophecy is plain that the time will soon
come, that those who are true to God’s law can
neither “buy nor sell.” Rev. 13:13. Has Christ
gpoken to his people on this subject too soon? Is
there danger that we shall be too hasty in the
transfer of our means into the bank of heaven? The
delay, on the part of so many, in answering this call,
is evidence that but few have folt the claims of
Christ upon their person, and substance, It is
written of those who received the early rain: *Nei-
ther said any of them that ought of the things which
he possessed was his own” Theirs was a living
faith that Christ had bougbt them., Oh, that this
truth may be impressed upon the heart of every he-
liever.

“witness ” of the last messa,ge to a dying world,
i FGI‘ he shall fnish the wou& and cut it short in
righteousness; hecatise a short work will the Loxd
make in the earth.” Rom. $:238; Mal. 3:10. The
Tord is waiting for his people to fully consecrate
their all to God, as those early diseiples did, and then
he has promised to “ pour out a blessing that there
will not be room enough to receive it.” This is the
latter rain; the refreshing that shall come; not in
showers, but it is to be “ poured out” as on the day of
pentecost.  The Lord asks us to ‘put him to the test
and see if he “will not open you the windows of
heaven,” to accomplish this work. Most gracious invi-
tation. Oh, why not do just ags the Lord says, and thus
with confidence believe we have all hie has promised.

In closing let us call to mind some of the thoughts
brought out in this study : —

1. Lucifer became jealous of Christ, and sought
the position to which the Father had called his only
begotten Son.

2. The position to which God has called each one,
if accepted, brings the greatest happiness to the in-
dividual and reflects glory upon the Creator.

3. In seeking a position to which God has not
called us, we are asking for that which can only
work our ruin,

4. The laws of God are not arbitrary, but are
founded upon righteons principles of love which are
essential to the happiness and well-being of all in-
tellicences,

5. Satan disputed God’s right to bestow his gifts
apon whom he choge. .

‘When this is done, “ with great power” shall -
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6. Upon Christ and no other being, was bestowed
creative-life-giving and law-making power.

7. Christ created all things and upholds the
sarae ; hence all are Christ’s.

8. Satan disputes Christ’s ownership and claims
to be the prince and rightful owner of this world.

9. Not until the conflict is ended, at the corona-
tion of Christ, does Satan and his followers acknowl-
edge Christ’s ownership and God’s right to bestow
or withhold his gifts,

10. Christ gave to man the earth and all therein,
with one exception,

11. In this exception Christ tests man upon the
right of ownership and the right fo withhold his
gifte. ’

12, Man sold himself to become a slave, and is
swindled ont of all his possessions by Satan.

13. Christ purchased man and his lost estate at
the infinite price “ of the Ufe and evistence of lhimself
and all that he had created,” for all were jeopardized in
the purchase.

14. Thus, in the gift of Christ to redeem a lost

~world is revealed the infinite love of God to man.

15, Man is given a second trial, hut now as a stew-
ard of another man’s goods; he no longer owns the
earth.

16. In comnecting man with Christ in saving the
flost he gives an object lesson that is a constant remind-
er of Christ’s redeeming Jove.

17. The tithing system: was introduced into the plan
of salvation, from the earliest times to impress the
minds of men with the great truths that Chrxist is the
source of every blessing to his creatures and to con-
stantly remind men that God is the true proprisior of
their fields, their fiocks, and herds, their gold and
silver, and everything man possesses; that God has
made them stewards of his goods.

18. There is only one plan of salvation from Eden
to the end of the world.

19. Christ’s ambassadors must Jook to the appoint-
ing power for their support, for it would be morally
wrong to “ set apart ” ministers to represent his king-

" dom and leave them to look to others for their sup-
port.
. 20. Abraham paid tithes of all, and Christ declares
that we “ ought” to do the same nnder the present
order of priesthood.
" 21. When God revealed to Jacob, at Bethel, the
olan of redemption, he at once gave his heart to
Christ and made the solemn vow fo pay a tithe of
all that God should give him, as a recognition of
Christ’s ownership.

22. The apostle Paul shows that the Lord has de-
creed that they who preach the gospel should be
supported in precisely the same mannper that the
Levitical priesthood was.

23. He who robs God of the tithe discourages the
ambassador of Christ, and hinders many from enter-
ing the harvest field for sonls,

24. All mankind who withhold the tithes from the
cause of Christ, are guilty of the great sin of robbery.

25. The church largely has departed from the
God-appointed plan for the support of the gospel,
and Satan has substituted plans in harmony with
the carnal mind.

26. We are to honor the Lord with the first-fruits
of all our increase.

27. Many who talk much of sacrifice, will not do,
in paying the tithe to Christ, what the poor heathen
do for their gods of wood and stone.

28. We have robbed the Lord in offerings as well
ag tithes.

29. Christ has the right to call upon his stewards
to return hiz goods at any time.

30, In the time of the refreshing, or latter rain,
and that is now, Christ calls for his stewards to
“gell ® and give “alms,” and thus to transfer their
earthly goods to the bank of heaven. Neither will
anyone (upon whom God’s power rests) say that
aught of the things that he possesses are his own.

31. When all are thus constantly impressed with the
thought that they are not their oum, that they have been
bought with @ price there will be no lack of sympathy
with Christ in the work of saving souls. )

82. The mesgage of God to us is:  That the earth
and the fulness thereof is the Lord’s and that neges-
sary means should not be spared to make it plain, for the
angel’s message made plain will have effect.” May
these truths find a response from hearts loyal to
Christ, who is our Oreator, Law-giver, Redeemer and -
our Righteousness,

COUNCIL MEETING.— No. 0.

Tris hour was filled by Klder Q. A. Olsen, in
bringing before the delegates the importance of
developing the ministry. e said it was a sad
thing to contemplate that so few of late are entering
the ministry. The work is extending in every di-
rection, and we are not able to answer one call in a
hundred for ministerial help. Our home field, even,
is by no means supplied as it should be. True,
there are many names on the list of the ministry,
but some of these are aged. Shall we remove these
names from the list becanse they are nearly worn
out? God forbid. When a man has properly put
his life in the work, he should carry the honor of
his position to the grave, even though not able to do
much in the work.

But that which concerns us most is the fact that
go many who might be efficient, are carried along
from year to year in their inefficiency. Some of our
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largest conferences ought to have a dozen or even a
score of ministers éach year to ordain. But yet the
lack with us is not so much in numbers, as in effi-
ciency. Why is this? Years ago men received li-
cense to preach, but their license did not warrant
them pay for their experiments in ascertaining
whether they could preach or not. That course, too,
developed some good material. This is in harmony
with the words of Paul to Timothy : —

“Thou therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ
Jesus. And the things that thou hast heard of me among many wit-
nesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shszll be abie

to teach others also. Thou therefore endnre hardness, as a good
soldier of Jesus Christ.”

I am satisfied that our present gystem of paying
for all these experiments, is nof the wisest. Buf how
to remedy it I cannot tell. Take the young licenti-
ate: Before he starts out, or shortly after at farthest,
he sends in a request for money. Af the end of the
year, he sends in his bill, and expects remuneration
for his services, the same as an old minister. But
what did he do for the upbuilding of the conference?
Was a new church raised up? Not one. What was
he doing? Oh, he whs in this church, and in that
one, preaching a litfle, as he saw fit. Were any con-
verted, and united with the church during the time ?
No. ‘Were the meetingy any better than before he
came? Not that any one knows of

The sooner we return to the old systermn the better.
I am inclined to think that the giving of the license
is all the responmblhty the Conference should take
until he has proved hiz ability as a laborer. But
suppose, says one, that he has no money to start with ?
Let him go and earn it. Here is no excuse for one
to be in idleness. If anybody has the spirit of work
in him he can find work enough. If heis a single
man, it will not take much money to start with,
So far as expense-money iz concerned, one need nok
go into large places at first. Go to the ecountry, on
gome four corners, and set in.  If you have no place
to board, work during the day and earn the board.
You will not have to work long before you will have
friends encugh. The people will think all the more
of you for your activity.

Such men will feel the responsibility of their work,
and the Lord will bless them., He will pray and
preach in earnest. He will develop in a healthy
way. But in the present way of doing, men are
weak and vacillating. Brother Lane raised a query :
What about the young man who has spent his all
for an education with which to go; does not the
Lord know all about that ? Can we nof frust him to
open the way before us if the Lord has called us to
that work? At this point some one suggested that
hard work would hurt the hands. Nonsense, let cal-
louses be formed on the hands. It will not hurt them.

The following from * Gospel Workers,” p. 75, was
read on this point :—

4Tt iy necessary, in order to pursue this great and arduous work,
that the ministers of Christ should possess physical health. To af-
tain this end, they must become regular in their habits, and adopt
a healtbful system of living.”

There is not a single conference ameng ug but
what stands ready fo encourage every one who
wishes fo engage in the work of the ministry. In
fact, the most of them err in this direction.. Those
to-day who get the most pay for their work, are
making the largest sacrifices, for the reason that they
are men of energy, and are the very ones whom the -
world would be glad to eniploy.

But what we want to talk about is the inefficiency
of some of the men. We have heard of some men,
and young ones too, who when in the field, do not
get up to breakfast with the family that entertains
them. Let-such men go without breakfast, I would
say.

But another point I wish fo speak of for a few
minutes. Let those who go out to labor, be sound
in the faith. Some have gone out who were not
thus sound.. They have not fully believed the
“ Gifts.” Some indeed have been so unsettled on
this subject, that they would evade a direct question
upon it. Someone may ask, if a young man starting
out should be able to speak on all these points. Leb
him be sound in the faith, I say again. He may be
able to speak plainly, and in a way that others may
be helped. But he cannot do it unless he has it in |
hig own heart.

Some have gone out and talked in this way. There
is a woman among us who hag visions, hut we will
stick to the Bible. This is said in a sanctimonious
way, and souls are led into deception. Hawve these
things ever happened ? %Yes, time and again, Again,
here iz the fithing question. Some go out and evade
this matter so that he does nothing to upbuild the
work. He takes out of the treasury but brings
nothing in. This discourages the brethren, and des-
{roys the means of carrying the message to those wheo
are in darkness. Why should not this matter be
carefully looked affer in our conferences? We would
better have fewer ministers, who are full of faith and
courage, than a large number of indifferent ones. In
the case of Gideon with 32,000 men, God could not
work with them because some were fearfu! and un-
believing. The number was therefore reduced.:to.
800, and with these God did a large work. These.
were men of faith. They had hold of God.

Let young men go out now and raise up a church
here and another there; a conference will not leave
him to work along alone a great while. They will
take him up and encourage him. How will he get
along financially in the mean time? The people
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with whom he labors will ask, How are you sup-
ported? When they ascertain that he has no prom-
ise of conference support, they will not let him
suffer.

No one need to wait for years for the Lord to bless
him. He will bless the faithful man daily. Ifhe
has no great education, even, the Lord can, and will
work for him. God is a wonderful helper when we
trust him.

STATE AGENTS' CONVENTION.— No. 8.

THE session was devoted to a consideration of the
question of larger cornmissions for canvassers who
work in large cities, or in very sparsely settled regions
of country: A paper was read on the subject by
Elder Robinson, of the Aflantic Conference, in which
he brought out the special difficulties that beset the
work in large cities, and showed the need for some
arrangement whereby better remuneration can be se-
cured for the workers in such territory, He out-
lined a plan for securing the desired consideration,
based on the density of population.

Elder Miles followed with a few remarks in har-
mony with the thoughts brought out in the paper,
and presenting still further arguments fo show the
néed of a suitable adjustment of this question, Tt
has a very important bearing on the matter of keep-
ing canvassgers in the field.

Elder Chadwick called attention to some of the
difficulties experienced by canvassers in regions where
the people to whom books may be sold are few and
far between. He referred especially to South Amer-
ies, and mentioned the numerous and very serious
difficulties that beset the canvassing work there. If
there is need of some arrangement to favor the can-
vassers in large cities, he thinks the demand is
equally as imperative for gsomething to be done for
the canvassers in sparsely settled regions,

Further remarks were made on the subject under

' consideration, by brethren Harrison, Crothers, Dart,
and others. Brother Harrison expressed if as his
conviction that no increase of cormmissions is neces-
gary for canvasgers in large cities. He thinks that
by having the company-plan properly arranged and
carried out, and by exercising suitable economy,
canvassing in the large cities can be made gufficiently
successful on the present basis of commissions.

Brother Crothers suggested that while it is un-
doubtedly needful that something be done for can-
vassers who labor under the unfavorable conditions
mentioned, he thought there was a better way than
to re-adjust the commissions. Individual cases of
necessity could be considered, and such aid extended
to them as circumstances would permis.

THE THIRD ANGEL'S MESSAGE— NO. 10.

ELDER A. T. JONES,

“1 couwseL thee to buy of me gold fried in the
fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white raiment,
that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of
thy nakedness do not appear ; and anoint thine eyes
with eyesalve, that thoun mayest see. "As many ag 1
love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and
repent. Behold, I stand af the door, and knock: if
any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will
come in unfo him, and will sup with him, and he
with me.” Rev. 3:10-20,

This is the counsel that we want fo study to-night.
Icounsel thee. Whois this? [Congregation: Christ.]
What is he called in the 14th verse? [Congregation:
Faithful and True Witness.] He will make quite a
good counselor, will he? The faithful and frue
witness, the beginning of the creationr of God, comes
and counsels you and me. Isn’t that a good deal of
condescension, considering the place from whence the
counselor comes? That which we have been study-
ing during the several lessons that are past, that
which has come before us so constantly and so fully
a few days past now, that word sent to the Laodicean
church as to what we are, and how we do not know
it—that has come to us from every point of the
compass, hasn’t it, the last few days? It has come
from every side, and from every mouth thaf has
spoken, and the Lord with all the rest has spoken
direct to us in the word that was read yesterday upon
that very thing. Well, I suppose that all now are
ready fo confess that what he saysis so. So [ will
not repeat any of that to-night,

He has told us that, and now if we confess that
that is 50, we shall be ready to take his counsel and
appreciate it, and will profit by his counsel, because

it is only those persons whom he counsels. Those
those who are snoken of
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just before this; he counsels these who are poor,
wretched, miserable, blind and naked and do not
know it; those that are lnkewarm —that is the peo-
ple to whom this counsel is given. Well, having
been brought to that place by the word and testi-
mony, and in every way fhe Lord has dealt with us
these days that are past, in all the lessons that have
been given us, then he stoops down and counsels us.
Is n't that so 2 Then, brethren, let us not be so slow
to take this counsel as we were the other. ITetus
not be go glow to come to a place where we can
adopt this, as we were to get into a place where we
could adopt the other.

Well, then, he comes as a counselor from this time:
henceforth. Isn't that so? [Congregation: Yes}
Then when you want to know whether you shall

his testim ony ;
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gell out your property I suppese you will go ask
vour brother what to do? [Congregation: Ask the
Counselor.] When you want to know what to do,
you are going to ask some other man what to
do, are you? Why, when I want to know what to
do, how ig any man to tell me, when, if he were in
my place he would have to ask the same question
ag to what ke would do? How am I going to get
any help from him, when he himself does not know
what he would do unless he were in the place where
I am, and even then he would have to ask counsel
for himaelf?

Perhaps this ig the way I would do: T am only a
common member of the church, and I wust go to
the Elder of the Church, or some one of more promi-
nence, and ask him what to do. But suppose he
wants to know, for himself, I suppose he must ask
the President of the Conference what to do.

Elder Boyd:-—*Isn’t theve safety in the multitude
of counselors?” Butsuppose the President of the Con-
ference wanted to know, and needed to ask, then he
would have to ask the Presldent ofthe Grenera,l Confer-

ence, I suppose. Butsiapposethe President of the Gen-
" eral Conference wants to know, — who shall he ask ?
[Congregation :} Ask the Lord.] Suppose you should
want to know whether o sell your property, or do
one thing or another, who are you going to agk?
Anybody ? [ Congregation: Ask the Lord.] Oh,
well, you can ask the Lord, can you? So, then, we
common people can get our knowledge from the
Lord without straining it through half a dozen per-
gons like the other Catholice ? Can we? [Congrega-
tion “Yes”] Is that so? [Congregation: “ Yes.”]
In the Catholic Church the common people cannot

oot at tha T ard aveent +hraneh +tha wrioot nd tha
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priest through the bishop; and the bishop through
the archbishop ; and the archbishop through the
cardinal, and the cardinal through the pope? Is
that the way the Lord’s people are to do ? No sir.
That isn’t God’s method. When you want to know
a thing, you ask the Lord. He is your counselor,
and he is my counselor. And when he is your coun-
gelor, then, Brother Boyd, “in the multitude of
counselors there is safety, ” and not wntil then either;
because then we have counsel of the Master of As-
semblies. And when he is the Counselor of each one
and then we counsel together and Ae is in the midst,
then there is safety in the multitude of counselors.

You will find o sentence in “ Gospel Workers,”
like this: —

“We are to counsel together, and to be subject one to another,
but at the same time we are to exercise the ability God has given
as, in ovder to fearn what is truth. Each one of us mustlock to
God for divine enlightenment.” “After you have received counsel
from the wise, the judicious, fhere is yet @ Counselor whose wisdom
is unerring. Fail not to present your case before him aud entreat

Ris directions, He has promised that if you lack wisdom and ask
of bim, he will give it fo you liberally, and upbraid not.” Pp. 128,
257. :

Then I ask again, from this night henceforth, Is
he your counselor? Is he individually our coun-
selor? [Congregation: Yes.] And the word that
we heard from Brother Underwood on this same
subject, especially in the selling of property, “if
there were more of this seeking the Lord for his
guidance, there would be more of his direction.”
We would have more of him in our work and in our
counsels. - What in the world did he make himgelf
our counselor for, if he did not expect we should have
his counsel? Then let us have it. .

What iz his name?. [dns. Wonderful Counselor.]
The way it i1s printed is, “ Wonderful, Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace.”
That is the name whereby he shall be called. What
is the fivst part of his name? [4ns. Wonderful.]
The second part? [4ms. Counselor.] What the
next part? [4dns Mighty God] Next part? [das
Everlasting Father.] And the last? [dns Prince
of Peace.] He is “ Wonderful” and “ Counselor;?”
then isn’t he a wonderful counselor? [Adns. Yes.]
I should say so. You will also remember that other
passage, “ wonderfal in counsel.” And what else?
“ Excellent in working.” Do n't forget that when he
comes a8 a counselor he i3 there ag a worker, too;
and the counsel which he gives is as a worker and as
an excellent worler, who will perform the work,
“for it iz God which worketh in you, both to will
and to do of his good pleasure.”

So now we have this counselor, the faithful and

true witness, the wonderful counaelor, wonderful in
Then when we

arminaal and awesTlant warlking
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have sought this counsel and obtained it, he is to go
right with us in the execution of the counsel ag well
as be there to give it at first. Isn’ thatso? If we
have wot learned that, there is no use for us to go
any further at all, unless we do depend fully upon
his power, his character, his righteousness and
higlife. Because if there be any other congideration
and any other way which we.are to take, we might
Jjust as well give up right now and stop. That being |
80, we could not go any further without him. Very
good then, he is the Wonderful Counselor; wonder-
ful in counsel and excellent in working, and he says,
I am with you to counsel; I am with you to
execute. -

“1 coungel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire.”
Other seriptures besides this passage show that noth-
ing will satisfy us but that gold which will stand the
test of the fire. You will remember 1 Peter 1: 4, 5,
speaking of the living hope unto which God has be-
gotten us by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from
the dead ; and how we are kept by the power of God

A LFGLL WIS W
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through faith unto salvation. How are we kept?
[Ans. By the power of God.] Through what? [ dns.
Faith.] Unto what? [dns. Salvation] When?
[ 4ns. Ready to be revealed at the last time.] We might
now read, “Ready to be revealed,” and could stop
right there, and it would be so, for we have come to
the “last time.” But this hope. How are wekept?
[Ans. By the power of God.] Through what? [dns.
Through faith.] Wherein ye —do what? [dns,
Greatly rejoice.] Do you know? I want to know now,
is that so? [dns Yes, ves] * Wherein ye greatly
rgjoice.” Do you? Then why do you go moping
around with your face drawn down? The time has
comé for us to believe the Sceriptures. Abraham be-
lieved God and it was counted to him for righteous-
ness. The Lord said it, and he greatly rejoiced that
it was so. Is that so to-night, that we greatly re-
joice? [dms. Yes.]

“ Wherein ye greatly rejoice though now for a
geason if need be we are in heaviness through mani-
fold temptations.” What is manifold? [dns. Many
fold.] We are in many fold temptations and greatly
regjoice all that time. How can that be? It can be,
because God says so. And it is so, is 1t? That is
the only way I know it can be, becanse he says it is
so. Now what is this for? “That the trial of your
faith being much more precions than gold that per-
isheth, though it be tried with fire.” What is tried?
[Ans. Faith.] Are you fo expect your faith to be
tried ag with fire? Are you to expect your faith to
endure thal test as gold passing throngh fire? [dns.
Yes.]

We will study this further. 'What care men take
in this world of the gold that perisheth! Many
hoard a great deal of gold, and great buildings are
erected — safe deposits, then they have a little box,
and lock it, put it in a bigger box, and lock that,
and put it in a great safe with lots of boxes, and
that is locked again, and then a great steel gate shuts
up the whole thing, and that is locked, and a guard
walks around it all night to see that it is safe.
Hundreds of people in these large cities are thus
caring for the gold that perisheth. Let me say to
you, my brethren and sisters, the trial of your faith,
I care not how weak it may be, is more precious in
. the sight of our Wonderful Counselor, is more pre-
cious in the sight of God, than all the gold and
jewels in all the safe deposit vaults that are on
earth,

Do not be afraid that he iz going to forget it.
What does he call it? More precious than gold that
perisheth. Who is it that says that? The Wonder-
ful Counselor, the Lord himself, Let us then thank
“him that he regards our weak, trembling faith like
that. Well then, brethren, have n’t we right there
one of the greatest possible encouragements that the

“Thank him for what you have,

Lord can offer? Why people bewail their weak
faith, I do not know. Sometimes you say, “I haven’t
any faith.” Well, the Lord says you have, and I say,
I do not care how
little you have, though it be like the mustard seed;
thank him that you have it; and thank him that it
is more precious to him than all the gold and wealth
of this earth. That is the way the Lord regards
your faith.

You are not to question whether you have faith or
not; God says you have it, and it is so.

Let us read Romans 10: 6-8: “But the righteous-
ness which is of faith speaketh on this wise, Say not
in thine heart, Who shall ascend into heaven? (that
is, to bring Christ down from above:) Or, Who shall
descend into the deep? (that is, to bring up Christ
again from the dead.)) But what saith 17 The
word i8 nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy
heart:; that is, the word of faith, which we preach.”

Then it is right to bewail and wonder whether we
have faith or not? Notso. God has planted faith
in every heart that is born into this world, by that
Light which lighteth every man which cometh into
the world. God will cause that faith to grow exeeed-
ingly, and he will reveal his righteousness uanto us
as it grows, “from faith to faith.” Where does faith
come from, anyway ? God gave it to us. Who is
the Author of faith? Christ; and that light which
lighteth every man which cometh info the world is
Jesus Christ. This is the faith that is in every man’s
heart. If each one uges the faith which he has, he
will never have any lack of faith: but if he will not
use the faith that he has, how in the world is he go-
ing to get any mmore?

Then we have faith, have we not? And the trial
of your faith is “more precious” than all the gold
that ever was on this earth. Mark you, it is more
precious in the sight of God. Not that gold is pre-
clous in his sight; that is not the thought at all. It
is more precious in the sight of God than all the
gold would be in the sight of a man. How precious
would all the gold be if a man had it all? Would
not he think himself rich? Would not he pride
himsgelf upon it wonderfully? Then do not forget
that the trial of that faith whick you have,—no

matter how small 1t may be—is more
the sight of God than all the gold of this world
would be in the sight of a man. So then “the
trial of your faith, being much more precious than
of gold which perisheth, though it be tried with
fire,” is precious in the sight of God. Who is the
most interested in that process? [Congregation:
“The Lord.””] Assuredly! For I cannot express
how precious it is in his sight. My idea of how
precious it is in his sight is just as far from the
reality of it as my thoughts are from his thoughts.
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Consequently he is the most interested person in all
the universe in the trial of our faith, in the working
of our faith, and all the process of it. Isw’t it a oift
from him? TIs n't it to his interest? This is the
frue Hght, in which we should view this matter,

Then we read frther: “ Though it be tried with
five, might be found unto praise and honor and
glory ab the appearing of Jesus Christ: whowm hav-
ing not seen, ye love” Do we not? He says we
do, and it is so. “In whom, though now ye see

"him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspealk-
able and full of glory.” Tsnot that so? Assuredly
it is. But, brethren, I often think of that verse,
“Whom having nof seen, ye love,” and believing it
18 so, I wonder what in the world it will be when
we see him ? And the hlessedness of it is, we will not
have to walt long for that now. [Congregation:
“ Praise the Lord.”} -

There is another passage I will refer to, found in
the 12th verse of the 4th chapter of 1 Peter: “ Be-
Ioved.,” Who? ¢ Beloved.” Is that so? Who is
it that says s0? The Counselor. He calls you and
me beloved. Why, brethren, how can we be any-
thing else than the gladdest people on the earth,
when God talks to us like that? He comes and
makes himself the Wonderful Counselor, and wants
to counsel and falk with us, and the first word he
says is, “ Beloved.” Now we have thought many a
time that when the angel came to Daniel directly,
and said, “O man greatly beloved,” that that was
quite a personal stateraent; it can be no more per-
gonal than this 18 to you and .me. He comes him-
self, and says, “ Beloved.”

Then “think it not strange concerning the fiery
trial which is to try yom, as though some strange
thing happened unto you.” The word to us now,
brethren, is, “ beloved.” Let us use the word in that
way. Beloved, we are to treat the flery trials as
strangers henceforth? There is nothing strange
about it. Then it will not snrprise us when we meet
them. You know a great many people are some-
what diffident and bashful, and when they meet a
stranger suddenty face to face they are quite out of
countenance. Now if you and I are going to be dif
fident and bashful about the trials— we are going to
come face to face with some of them one of these
days, a brawny one—and then if we are diffident
and bashful at all, we will be put out of countenance.
But just as certainly as anybody is put out of coun-
tenance by a trial, just so certainly the enemy has
got the victory there. That is the way he wants to
catch us off our guard, so that we will be startled and

put out of countenance for even a moment, and he

will get in his fiery darts and wound us.
The Lord comes and counsels us like this: “Think
it not strange.” Bo then when we meet these fiery

trials we are not going to meet a stranger. Do you
see? We will be acquainted ; we will know them.
I do not care how bashful or difident a person is, -
when he meets an acgnaintance he is not astonished
at any sudden meeting ; he. will not be put out of
countepance; but he is glad to meet his acquaint-
ance. Then the Lord wants us {0 be so well ac-
quainted with fiery trials that, no matter how sud-
denly we meet them, we can say, “ All right; glad
to meet you, gir; I know you; come along.” Then
when he tells us this, let ns not think it strange con-
cerning the flery trials “as though some strange
thing happened ” unto us. We are not o meet them
and deal with them ag strangers, but as acquaint-
ances; not only that, but we are to meet them as
helpers on o Zion. .
James told us long ago, “ My brethren, count it
all joy ¥ when we fall into diverstemptations, What
did he call us there? “My brethren.” James1:2,
He calls ug “My brethren” here, and other places
we are called “Beloved.” What does  divers”
mean? Different. What does Peter call it? “ Mani-
fold.” Then, my brethren, count it all joy when we
fall into “ divers” diverse, different, and various
kinds of temptations. So we see by these different
definitions that the thought is, count it all joy when
we fall into all kinds- of temptations; and we will
gount none of them strange, because we are to regard
them all as acquaintances, ,
We read further: “Buf rejoice, inasmuch as ye”
—sghall be partakers? Oh no; but “ rejoice, inas-
much as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings.”

‘That is the point. In James he says, “ My brethren.”

Now let ng read a text that will connect both of
them. Heb. 2:10-12: —

“ For it became him, for whom are all things, and
by whom are all things, in bringing many sons unto
glory, to make the captain of their salvation perfect
through sufferings. Forboth he that sanctifieth and
they who are sanctified are all of one: for which
cause he is not ashared to call them brefhren”

This is why he calls us brethren, and why we are
to count it all joy when we fall into divers tempta-
tions; for he had been there; he has met every one
of them ; he has met each temptation to its fullest
extent; he has passed through all these things for
us. Then he comes back and says to us, I will pass
through them with you. He passed through them
alone for us first; now he passes through thew wiih
ug. “I have trodden the winepressﬂaflf')ne, and of the
people there was none with me.” But thank the
Lord, God was with him, for * the Father hath not left
me alone.” Thank the Lord that he had the royal
courage to do it alone, trusting only the Father to be
with him. And oh, how good he is, not to ask us to
try it alone. No; he comes and says, I will go with
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you through all these trials. My brethren, he will
go with vou. So then this is why we are notto
count them strange. He calls us his brethren, and
he has passed through every one of these trials and
is well acquainted with them, and therefore we are
not to count them strangers.

Is Christ a stranger to trials?--No. How many
trials did he meet? — All. How many trials that
you will ever meet, did he meet? — Every one
of them. To what extent did he bear the con-
test upon each one of the temptations?-—To the
fullest exfent on each point. With whom was he
contending on thesge things ? —Satan. Safan knows
more fricks and trials and temptations than any man
would ever be obliged to meet alone, doesn't he?
And he tried every one of them on “my Brother,”
did he not? IHe tried every tempfation on Jesus.
To what extent of his effort did he have to try each
one of them on Jesug? —To the fullest extent. Did
he not have to exert all the power he knows on each
single point in the temptations and trials of Jesus?
—He did. Did not Satdn try everything that he
knows in every way that he could possibly invent,
on him? and did not he try it to the fullest possible
extent that he could {try it? Yes. Well, then, has not
all his reservoir of trickery, of temptation, and trial,
been exhausted on Christ? and has he not exhansted
all the power that he has to use in any of these trials
and femptations ? — Yes. Well, then, when I am in
Jesus, and when he is in me, how much power has
Satan left to affect me with ? [Congregation: None.]
How many remaining tricks does he know to play
on me? There are none. Do you not see, then, that
. when we are in Christ we have the victory; we have
it now, Vietory is not the only word; we have the
trinmph, and we have it now.

Now 2 Cor. 2:14: “Now thanks be unto God.”
When?—“Now.” “Which always caugeth us to
trivnmph.” When?--“Always,” Isthatso? [Au-
dience: “Yes”] “ Always causeth us to triumph
in Chrisf, and maketh manifest the savor of his
knowledge.” How?-—“By us” Isthat so? “And
maketh manifest the savor of his knowledge by us.”
Where? [Audience: “In every place.”] Think of
it. When is it? —Now and always, that is when.
How?—By us. Where? — Everywhere. Then I
would like to know whd} in the world is the reason
we have not the victory in Christ. I would like to
know what in the world is the reason we are not
conguerors now. “This is the victory that over-
cometh the world, even our faith.” Is it? — Yes,
that is the victory. Christ is our victory; his vict-
ory 1is my victory, isn't it?— Yes. Well, then,
when we are in him we are perfectly safe, are we not ?
Are we safe as long as we are in him? Yes.

Do you not remember way back in olden times

they had cities of refuge and when some accident
happened, as when an ax flew off the handle and
struck a man and killed him, and there was another
man present as a {riend standing by, who perhaps
might not take time to think deliberately, but would
fiy into a pasgion and would go about to take re-
venge in that matter right off. What was the man
todo? IIe was just to strike out with all his might
for the city of refuge, and perhaps the other man
after him with all his might. But if he got in there,
then what? He was safe and fhe other man could
not touch him, and he was perfectly free. Buppose
he went out of town? Just as certain as he went
out and that other man found him, his blood was
upon his own head. He was responsible. But he
wag safe there ag long as he stayed In the refuge.
And he was to stay there until the high priest died.
When the high priest died, the man was perfectly
free, and he could go out any where and the other
man could not touch him at all, no matter how
much he wanted to.

Speaking of Abraham, if iz said, “ By two immuta-
ble things in which it is impossible for God to lie, we
might have strong consolation who have fled for
refuge.” We have done mischiel We have sinned.
What are the wages of ¢in? Death. Then who is
after us? Death. Who had the power of death?
Satan. Then who is after us? Satan. And we
fled for refuge to lay hold on that hope set before us.
Where is that hope? [Ans. In Christ.] Who is our
refuge? [Ans Christ] Who is our city of refuge?
[Ans, Christ.] Who is our enemy? [Ans Satan;
death.]

Now then, when we are in Christ, our refuge, can
Satan touch us? He eannot. How do you know ? Tt
says so. Suppose we go out before the priesthood
cloges, what then? Satan can, and he will smifte
us, and our blood will be on our head. If wego out
before the priest-hood closes, we have no protection
and he will take ng. Ifthat man would remain in
the city fen or fifteen years he would have grown
gtrong enough to meet bis enemy, wouldn'the? He
would have got experience there, and therefore he

‘could say, “ I am gtrong enough now L am not afraid

of any enemy ; now I can go out. 1 can go out now,
T am all right. That other fellow has gone away
now and forgotten all about this.” But he is not
able to meet the enemy, is he? Where is he ahble
alone to meet the enemy? Inthe city, And in the
city he doesnot have to meet him at all, doeshe?
[Voice: The city meets him.] The walls of the city
meet the enemy. That shield of faith that quenches
all the fiery darfs of the wicked — that shield of faith
which is Jesus Christ, is the walls of our city of ref-
nge, and the fiery darts of the enemy cannot get past
it at all
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© Well then our strength and our safety forever, is
only ingide of our refuge, isn’t it? And then when
the priesthood closes, we can go everywhere in this
universe — but not oufside of Chrigt. Then we can
go everywhere, and can the enemy do us any dam-
age? No, sir. Let us stay in the City, brethren; let
us stay in the refuge to which we have fled; where
our safety is. And when we are there haven’t we
the victory? Yes, sir; in him we have the victory.
We can meet the temptation then with joy. Why,
we have the victory before we meet temptation,
haven’t we? Then can we not be glad? Wouldnt
you rather have s battle when you know you have
a victory hefore you start in, than to have no hattle
at all? Then let us do some of that kind of fighting,
Come on, what is the use of bemg afraid? The
vietory is ours.
Of course if we go in, calculating to be whipped, we
had hetter not fight, The one who goes in expect
ing to ke whipped, had better run before he begins,
- The Lord does not want us to make such a fight as
that. OurBrother did not make such a fight ag that.
No, sir. And he don’t propose that we shall. He
wants us to know our vietory: he wants us to know
our confidence. e wants us to know our strength ;
he wants us to know the power thatis ours, and he
wants us to know our duty; and then, When the con-
test comes, we will know how to meet it. We meet
it in him; we meet it by him, We meet it with the
ghield of faith, and the fiery darts of the enemy are
quenched, and there is no question about it. Then it
is in suffering, where we meset the power, the victory,
and the elevating presence of Christ. When the
trials come we stand with him and we know that we
cannot stand without him. “Count it all joy”
let us do it. Think it not strange when the ﬁery
trials come as though some strange thing happened

“unto you, but rejoice. “Rejoice forasmuch as ye are
partakers of Christ’s suffering, that when his glory
ghall be revealed in you, ye shall be glad also Wl’ch
exceeding joy.”

Then we need gold tried in the fire, to meet these
trials, ‘do we not? We need something that will
gtand the fests that will come, and this iz what we
have learned before. “Those who bear every test
have heeded the testimony of the True Witness, and
will receive the latter rain that they may be trans-
lated.” Brethren, is there not a lot of good cheer in-
the thought that it is for that, that the latter vain is
10 prepare for translation? Now, where is the latter
rain to fall, and when does it? Now is the time for
the latter rain: and when is the time for the loud
cry? [Voice: “Now.”] What is it to prepare us
for? [Voice: “For translation.”] It brings good
cheer to me that the tests that the Lord is giving us
now, are to fit us for translation. And when he

comes and speaks to you and me, it iz hecause he
wants to tranglate us, but he cannot translate sin, can
he? Then, the only purpose that he has in show-
ing ug the depth and breadth of gin, is that he may
save us from it and translate us, Then, shall we be-

come digcouraged when he shows us our sing? No;

let us thank him that he wants to translate us, and
he wants to do this so much that he wishes o get
our sins out of the way as soon as possible. Breth-
ren, let ug believe the Lord right along, all the time.
Then, we need something that will bear as severea
test when tried, as gold is required to bear in puri-
fying it in the fire, What does the Counselot tell
us to get? What does he tell us to buy? [Voice: .
“Gold tried in the fire.””] That very thing is needed
right now in order to meet the trials that are com-
ing—no: the trials that are here: we do not care for
what is coming, we need that now: we need that to
meet the trials that are here, and that is the very
thing that the Counselor says: “Buy of me, I have
a supply.” He has a supply, for he has manufae-
tured it: be hag the thing that will hear the teat,
for it has already borne the test: it has bhorne
every test that will ever be required of anybody
again. The test wag horne in his sufferings.
Through sufferings the gold is purified, made white,
tried and perfected and proven to be the genuine
article. We have the definition of that by the Spivit
of the Lord. Gold tried inthe fire is love,itis “ faith
and love.” Read Gal. 5:6: “ For in Jesus Christ

‘neither eircumcision availeth anything nor uncir-

cameision; but feith which worketh by lwe” In
other places it is expressed “faith and obedience.”
What iz obedience? [Voice “The expression of
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love”] In “8ieps to Christ,” p. 64:
not & mere gutward compliance, but the service of love.”
Then, when the testimony speaks of faith and obedi-
ence, it iz simaply “faith which works by love.”
The expressions in the testimony of “faith and
obedience ” and “faith and love,” mean the same
thing as the expression of the Scripture “ faith which
worketh by love.” They are siraply different modes
of expressing genuine, spiritual faith, for in Christ
nothing availeth but “faith which works by love.”
Obedience Is the service of love, and Jesus tells usg
to buy of him gold tried in the five, which is faith
and love, the faith which works by love, the genuine
article of faith. What is it that is to be tried with
severe flery trials? Your feith which is move prec-
ious than gold, though it be tried in the fire. Then,
you gee, as every man’s faith is to be so tried, he
needs the faith that has stood the trial. Then we
have the testimony: “Iere are they which keep
the commandments of God and ” have faith in Jesus ?
— No, the Auve is not in there —they keep the com-
mandments of God and [keep] the faith of Jesus.
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That is the genuine article: that is the faith, which,
in him, endured the test. That is the faith which
met every fiery trial that Satan knows, and all the
power that Satan conld rally, that faith endured the
test. 8o then, he comes and says to us: “You buy

of me that faith that has endured the test, “gold

tried in the fire” o, in the expression * buy of me
that faith that has endured,” is not that the same
line of thought that we have learned in “Let this
mind be in you that was also in Christ Jesus”?

When that mind is in me that was in him, will
not that mind do in me precisely what it did in
him ?" How is it that we serve the law of God, any-

‘how? “With the mind I serve the law of God.”
Rom. 7:25. Christ in this world, every moment
served the law of God. How did he do it? With
the mind. By what pracess of the mind did he deo
it? By faith, Then, does he not tell you and me
to buy of him the faith of Jesus? Did not the faith
of Jesus keep the commandments of God perfectly,
all the time? and is not that the faith that works
by love? Love is the fulfilling of the law. Then is
not that the third angel’s message, when he says:
“Come and buy of me gold tried in the fire, (love
and faith,) and white raiment, (righteousness of
Christ) that thon mayest be clothed, that the shame
of thy nakedness do not appear”? So, we see how
it is now that the mind that was in Christ will stand
all of the trials that this world can bring. Ismot
the mind of Christ the same yesterday, to-day, and
forever? Will the mind of Christ in him do differ-
ently from the mind of Christ in me or in any other
man? - No.  The mind of Christ was whose mind?
[Voiee: “The mind of God.”}] God was in him in
the fiesh. .

How shall we buy? Read Isa. 55:1, “ Ho, every-
one that thirsteth,” Brethren, have we not become
pretty thirsty by all that the Lord has said in the
last few days? T know brethren who have come to
me and falked, and they were just about perishing
of thirst, they were almost ready to drop of thirst.
Then these words are to you and me. “Hol!” Just
think, he wants to call the people’s attention, so he
calls loudly: “Ho! everyone that thirsteth! come
ve to the waters,” “ Come.”

When hesaid to Peter: “ Come,” could Peter come ?
Yes. What, come on the water? [Voice: “On the
word come.”} Yes, by that word Peter walked on
the water. Then, when he forgot the word and
thought he was about to sink, he gaid: “ Lord, save
me.” He could not get him, could he? Hestarted,
but forgot the power of the word, the faith slipped,
and he thought he could not get to him, and he cried,
* Lord, save me.” And the Lord put forth his hand,
He did not wait for Peter to get to him, but put forth
his hand and lifted him up. My brother or my

sister, if you have mustered up courage to start on*
the word “ come,” and have forgot the power of if,

and your faith has slipped because of the storm that

was about you, you can say: “ Lord, save me,” and

he reaches out hig hand, and will save.

“(ome ye to the waters, and he that hath no
reoney, come.” He tells ug to buy, and whoever
has no money, he will attend to the buying, he will
see that we get the article. And that is also what
he said to those who thought they had money, and
did not km\)w they had none. But that means us,
that means you and me. And he comes with those
words “ beloved ” and * brethren.” “Without money,
buy and eat, come buy wine and milk without
reoney and without price.”” The same thing is in
Isa. 52:38, “ For thus saith the Lord, Ye have sold
yourselves for nought; and ye shall be redeemed
without money.” How in the world can we get

‘back when we have sold ourselves? What did we

get? Nothing. Now if he should ask anything for
us to get back, how in the world can we do it? We
sold ourselves for nothing, and if it costs us any-
thing to get back, that means everlasting ruin, does
it not? So then, we must settle down on that one
thing that it does not cost anything for us to get
back. “Ye have sold yourselves for nothing, and ye
shall be redeemed for nothing.” It cost the Lord
something, however. It cost him everything. But
all this he gives us, 8o that it costs us nothing. The
price was paid, but not by us.

“Wherefore do ye spend money for that which is
not bread, and your Jabor for that which satisfieth
not? Hearken diligently unfo me, and eat that
which is good, and let your soul delight itself in fat-
ness. Incline your ears and come unto me; hear
and your soul shall Live” What is it that you are
to do that your soul shall Bve? [Voice:] Hear. Do
you hear, brethren? Have you heard the invita-
tion? Doyoulive? You have heard of the crea-
tive power and the wonder-working power of Jesus
Christ; baving heard it, do you live by it? Do you

‘live in him, and by him, and to him ?

Back there in the wilderness Moses lifted up a ser-
pent, and what were they to do? “ Look and live.”
And as the serpent was lifted up in the wilderness,
and they were to live, so the Son of Mam was lifted
up that whosoever should look to him should live.
But here it is stated, Hear, and ye shall live. God
bad the plan fixed that we should speak and live, but
Moses spoiled it.

'In the 20th of Numbers we read that the Lord
told Moses there when the people were murmuring
for water, to g0 and “spesk to the rock,” and it
should bring forth water. DMoses went up and said,
“ Hear, now, ye rebels; must we fetch you water
out of this rock?” And he smolz the rock twice.
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It was then that he spoiled God’s splendid figure,
that he would have set up, that all we were to do was
to speak. For the rock hcd been smilten when they
entered the desert.

The record says, when the people were thirsty the
Lord told Moses to go up to Horeb, and that he
would stand before him on the rock. He told him
to smite the rock with the rod that was in his hand,
that the people might drink. He did that, and the
water flowed out. What was that rock? [Voice:]
“ Christ.” '

Then why did he smite the rock the second time?
Christ is not to die the second time for you and me.
The Lord wanted to show us this in that splendid
figure that he was about toset up, but Moses forgot
his word. He did not believe him, and thought that
he was to do as he did before. He forgot that the
Lord said, Go and speak fo the rock, 80 he smofe if,
and gpoiled the figure, Then God said unto him,
“ Becange ye believed me not, to sanctify me in the
eyes of the children of Israel, therefore ye shall not
bring this congregation into the land which T have
given them.” Brethren, the Lord himsell cannot
keep us from sinning when - we do not believe him.
Do not forget that. The Lord did not infend thaf
Mosges should do as he did, but Moszes did not be-
lieve the Lord. Why did not the Lord keep him
from sinning ? e could not, when Moses did not
believe him, Then it becomes you and me, when-
ever God speaks fo us, to take himo just as he says.
Then he will keep us from sinning. :

Christ told his digciples that night that they would
all forsake him and flee, They sald, No, we will
not. No, sir. You are mistaken, Peter said, Though
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he denied him three times, although he had said,
“Though I should die with thee, yet will T not deny
thee.” Who was richt? Christ. And they all said
the same thing, but they all fled, because of their un-
belief. If they had believed what hie had sald, would
they have fled? Wouldn’t he have saved the flock ?
Brethren, what we want to do i to believe the Lord.
Undonbtedly Moses thought when the Lord toldhim
to speak to the rock, that he meant to say as he did
before —to go and smite it. He should have Hstened
to what the Lord said. That is for you and me,
“Congider what I say and the Lord give you under-
standing of all things.” 8o then, what we areto do
is to look and live; heor and live; speak and live; let
us do it. The rock has been smitten, speak and he
will give forth the water of life. Brethren, that is
from our Coungelor. “ Hear and your gouls shall live,
and I will make an everlasting covenant with you,
even the sure mercies of David.”

And we have it further, “ Buy of me gold tried in
the fire, and white raiment that thou mayest be

clothed.” And you remember the description that
we have already had of that raiment. The figure
ig, it 18, “ that garment that is woven in the loom of
heaven, in which there is not a single thread of
human making.” Brethren, that garment wag woven
in a human body. The human body —the flesh of
Christ — was the loom, was 1t not?” That garment
was woven in Jesus; in the same flesh that you and
I have, for he took part of the same flesh and blood
that we have. That flesh that Is yours and mine,
that Christ bore in this world—that was the loom
in which God wove that garment for you and me to
wear in the flesh, and he wants us to wear it now,
as well ag when the flesh is made immortal in the
end!

Whatwas the loom ? Chrigt in his buman flegh.
What was it that was made there ? [ Voice: The
garment of righteonsness.] And i is for all of us.
The righteousness of Christ— the life that he
lived —for you and for me, that we are congidering
to-night, that is the garment. God the Father — God
wag In Christ reconciling the world to himself
“His name shall be called Immanuel” — that is
“God with us.” Now then, he wants that garment to
be ours, but does not want us to forget who is the
weavel. [tis not ourselves, but it is he who is with
us. It was God in Christ. Christis to be in us,
just ag God wag in him, and his character is to be
in us, just as God was in him, and his character is to
be woven and transformed into us through these
gufferings and temptations and trials which we meet.
And God is the weaver, but not without us. It is
the co-operation of the divine and the human — the
mystery of God in you and me — the same mystery
that was in the osoanal and that g the thivd ancel’s

that was in the gospel and that is the third angels
message. This ig the word of the Wonderful Coun-
gelor.

[Voice: “ Was not the character woven withont
us?”]  Yes, but it will not become ours without us.
8o we are led through these fiery trials and tempta-
tions to be partakers of the character of Christ, and
these triale and temptations that we meet reveal fo
18 our characters and the importance of having his,
so that through these same temptations that he
passed through, we become partakers of his charac-
ter, bearing about in the body the righteousness of
the life of the Lord Jesus Christ,

Of course the garment was woven without us, and
the beauty of it comes in that we are to have that
garment as complete as he is. We are to grow up
into Christ, until we all come in the unity of the
faith, It is the same message ¢till, uniil we all come
in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of
the Son of God unto a perfect man, “ unto the meas-
ure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.”

How tall are we to bein character before we leave
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this world? Astall as Christ. What is to be our
stature? That of Christ. We are to be perfect men
reaching “unto the meagure of the stature of the
fullness of Christ.”

Who is the weaver? [Voice: God] In whose
eye is the pattern ? God’s. Many times, brethren,
the threads seem all tangled when we look at them.
The meshes seern all out of shape, and there i3 no
gymmetry at all to the fignre, there is no beauty at
all to the pattern as we seeit. But the pattern is not
of our making, We are not the weaver, Although
the threads become tangled, and the shuttle as it
goes through gets all clogged and we do not know
how it iz all coming out, who is sending the shuttle ?
God sends the shuttle, and it will go through. You
need never mind, if the threads get tangled and you
can gee pothing beautiful in it.
can he untangle the threads? Agsuredly he will un-
tangle them.

When we look for the symmetry of the pattern and
see it all awry and the colors intermingled and the
threads drawn through this way and that, and the
figure seemns spoiled, who is making the ﬁgure any-
how? God, of course. Whose loom containg the
pattern of the figure in ifs completeness ? and who
is the pattern? Christ is the pattern, and do not
forget “ no man knoweth the SBon but the Father.”
You and I cannot shape our lives on the pattern,
We do not know him. We cannot see clearly enough
to discern the shape of the pattern, or to know how
to shape it right even if we were doing the weaving,
Brethren, God is doing the weaving, He will carry
that process on. God sees the pattern in its com-
pleteness before it is done. It is in his eye perfected,

whan ta ar ava 1t all anemea tanipled amd awew
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Brethren, let him weave away. Let him carry on
his blessed plan of weaving through all our lfe and
experience the precious pattern of Jesus Christ.
The day is coming, and is not far off when the last
shnttle will be shot throngh, the last thread will be
1aid on, the last point in the figure will be met com-
pletely, and sealed with the seal of the living God.
There we shall wait only for him, that we may be
like him because we shall see him ag he is.

Brethren, is he not a wonderful Counselor? Oh,
let us take his counsel to-night. Let us take the
blessed faith that has been tried, and all that he
tells us, for it is all our own., God has given it. It
ig mine. It is yours. Let us thank him and beglad,

“ Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it
doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know
that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him;
for we shall see him as heis. And every man that
hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he
is pure.”

God is the weaver;

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 10.

STATE AGENTS' CONVENTION.— No, 9.

THE session of the convention for Friday was held
ab 7:45 a. . The time wag occupied by Brother J.
E. Woodward in presenting the merits of “ Two Re-
publics,” and the method of presenting this book to
the public. His experience has demonstrated the
entire feasibility of using a complete copy of the
book while goliciting orders ; in fact, it is his convie-
tion that “Two Republics ” cannot be handled suc-
cessfully any other way. His manner of exhibiting
the bock is to read pertinent extracts from it, a large
number of which he has marked for that purpose.
Several convincing arguments were presented to show
the superiority of this method over the usual custom
of uging a prospectus only.

INDIA.

ELDER G. C, TENNEY.,

VIS |

J. Do not (;Ldalm to .l'_ldaVG ledfﬂeﬂ mucn daUU(lB Eﬂlb
great country in the short time that I had to visit it.
The social and religious systerns of India are a pro-
found mystery. They present many contradictions
and anomalies ; they are comnplexity itself One finds
more exceptions to a rule, than applications of it.
The longer I stayed there, the more I learned of the
unreliability of popular knowledge of India.

India is by no means a new country. To visit it
is not like going info the wilds of Africa, or to the
virgin soil of America. Its history dates back to the
earliest records of the human race. Its religion is a
religion of philosophy, and presents to our view the
best efforts of which the human mind is capable, to-
ward devising a system of salvation. The degeneracy
into which it has now fallen only illustrates the fu-
tility of all human efforts to confer a blessing upon
the race. Many of its people are very highly intel-
ligent. The reasoning of the learned Brahmin is of
the most astute kind, and those who contend with
them find it no easy thing fo meet their subtﬂe
arguments.

India is nineteen hundred miles from east to west,
and about the same distance from north to south.
The southern part is intensely tropical. In Ceylon
there is a combination of perpetual moisture with
perpetual heat, which produces the most luxuriant
vegetation. The boundary of India is formed by the
Himalaya mountains, by which the climate is ma-
terially modified. The country contains about 260,-
000,000 of people. When I went there I expected
to pass through dense jungles, inhabited by tigers
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and elephants, and over tracts covered with canes -sach one. These incarnations have occurred in @iff-

and bamboos, ete.; but in traveling three thousand
miles up the valley of the Ganges, and down again
to Bombay, I found one continual stretch of dengely
populated and cultivated land. There are on an
average 2562 people in India to the square mile; and
to procure sufficient land for cultivation, to raise
food for the population, is sometimes a serious
question. In many places a drought means starva-
tion and death to the inhabitants.

To the European, the climate of Indis is no doubt
its most disagresable feature. In the month of No-
vember 1 traveled about, with only the lightest
clothing I could get. The natives wear very little,
and their limited resources would prevent their dress-
ing and eating as we do here. The monthg of
" March, April, May and June are intensely hot. Life
is then simply a guestion of existence, to Europeans
at least, and any work is out of the guestion. In
July the monsoons begin to blow and bring great
quantities of molsture over the land, which con-
denses in heavy rain, especially when it reaches the
slopes of the Himalayas. But the heat is still great,
and the atmosphere very oppressive. During this
time the hill sections aye rouch resorted to, and they
afford some very pleasant and delightful places of
residence. Darjeeling, situated in the high hills 380
miles north of Caleutta, is, I think, the loveliest place
I wag ever in. The views it affords are most mag-
nificent, including as they do eight or nine mountain
peaks each over 22,000 feet high, The railway by
which it is reached is one of the most wonderful
productions of engineering skill to be seen in the
world, .

The principal religion of India is that of the
Hindus. These number 188,000,000. The Moham-
medans approximate 5G,000,000; the Buddhists
number 3,500,000, Of Christians — so-called — there
are 1,800,000, The Sikhs number 1,800,000; the
Jaing, 1,200,000; and the Parsess, 85,000. These
last are an energetic class and oceupy 2 prominent
position. They are a very covetons and Phari-
saical people. You can see them in the morning
along the sea-shore, saying their prayers to the sun,
with a great appearance of devotion, They can
suspend at any moment, however, to attend to the
wants of a customer, if one should happen along,
. after which they will resume their devotions as
though nothing had happened.

The Hindus recognize three principal deities, —
Brahm, Vighnu, and Siva. Brahm is the creator,
and in their wminds is little more than a mere con-
ception, an abstraction, and so is not much worshiped.
Vishnu is the preserver, and Siva is the destroyer
and reproducer. Vishnu is believed to have passed
through ten incarnations, and has a distinet name for

erent places in India, which have thus come to be
regarded as sacred. I obtained from Dr. J. H. Scott,
a Methodist missionary, a representation of Krishna
who is worshiped 2s the ninth incarnation of
Vishnu, You see it here Tholding up the idol befors”
the audience ]. In this shape the Hindus call him
“ Mnkan-chore,” which means “the butter-stealer,”
and under this name he is worshiped. They be-
lieve in the incarnation of this deity just as fully as
we believe in the incarnation of Christ. -

The worship of Siva is more popular than that of
the others, for the heathen dread the wrath of the
gods much more than they desire their love. They
do not care what their god does, so long as he is not
angry with them, They attribute every calamity to
the wrath of the deities, and so they are continually
making offerings to them to propitiate them. COmne
deity which they greatly fear is the wife of Siva, called
Kali; represented as a hideous black female holding
in one hand a reeking human gkull, and in the other
the instruments of destruction. Each deity hag its
special mark, placed sometimes on the forehead and
sometimes on the right arm, and congisting usually
of a certain number of stripes or dots of paint. By
these marks the devotees of the various deities are
distinguished,

Bathing in the sacred river is a universal practice,
and the people worship while they are bathing in
the Granges or its branches, saying their prayers and
scooping up the water with their hands and throw-
ing it into the air, in the belief that this washes away
their sing. Af Benares the banks of the river for two
miles are lined with temples, bathing ghats, and
burning places for the dead, and multitudes of aged
people come there to die while bathing in the sacred
waters. It iz against the law to pat dead bodies in
the river, hut they throw the ashes into it after the
corpse has been burned, and thus gain the desired end.

The great social feature of India, as you all know,
is caste, and this is one of the most formidable ob-
stacles to the Christian religion, and to the improve-
ment of the condition of the people. It fills every
house with servants, for a servant will not do any
kind of work which his caste forbids him. I asked
a lady of Cawnpore how many servants she had, and
she enumerated fourteen, and said that in the sum-
mer they had a great many more to pull the
“ punkahs,” or huge fang which are suspended from -
the ceiling and worked by ropes running through
the wall. The houses are built with walls and roofs
two or three feet in thickness, and surrounded with
wide verandas; but in spite of this the thermometer
will often in the summer time register more than
100 degrees in the bedroom at midnight, and the
punkahs are kept in motion all night long,
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There were originally four principle orders of caste,
First are the Brahmins or priests; next are the Raj-
puts, or warrior classes, then the Vaisyas, or food pro-
ducers, and last the Sudras, or servile classes. The
first three of these are said to have been twice born.
The Sudras are the descendants of the aboriginal in-
habitants, while the upper castes are the descendants
of their Aryan conquerors. A Brahmin is easily dis-
tinguished by his erect carriage, intelligent face, and
general air of superiority. Ile also wears contin-
ually a sacred thread, which is the mark of hig
clags.

These four general classes have been divided and
subdivided, until now there are about 3,000 distinet
castes. And there is no such thing as rising from
one <¢aste into another, nor ig there any desire on
their part fo do so. All would be opposed to it, the
lower castes just as much as the higher.

The industries of India are remarkable, both in
their extent and in the skill manifested by the work-
men, They do not need to go to any other country

. in the world for anything in the line of fine art.
They are satisfied to work for very low wages. I
saw some native artists at work on a magnificent
temple which is to cost 4,000,000 rupees, and one of
them, in answer to my inquiry, told me that he
earned 8 pence a day,—— fifteen cents American money.
The women will work hard carrying dirt and stone
for three cents a day, and you can hire workmen for
the most laborious work for five or ten cents a day.
Of course their expenses cannot be very great.
They do not pay out much for clothing or rent, and
the furniture of their mud huts is mostly comprised
in two or three brass stew pans or platters in which

thev nrenare thoir meals Iritahen thev nze
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the open ground on the front side of the hut, and
their cooking utensils are cleaned hy s¢ouring them
in the sand by the roadside.

The people are docile and mild in thelr manners,
and the longer I remained the more I became at-
tached to them. They are humble and childlike, do
not cherish hatred and ill-feelings, are pleased with
the smallest kindness, and retain a sense of purity
and righteousness in all their customs. I saw no
drunkenness among them, and not one of them ever
indulges in profanity. The birds and monkeys and
other wild animals come cloge around them without
fear. Vice and immorality do not fiourish, and are
to be found only in the European guarters of their
large cities,

There are in India less than ninety thousand white
people, and about sixty thousand of these ave soldiers.
They are mostly in the employ of the government.
The white men never do any servile work. The cli-
mate and the wages received will not allow it. In-
deed they do not exert themselves pbysically in any
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way, not even in shaving and dressing themselyes,
and fall into very lazy and indolent habits,

I believe in my heart there is a large opening for .
the truth in India. I believe there are many there
who are gearching for greater light. The openings
for missionary work in the last few years have beén
remarkable. The Kareen tribe in Burmah haye long
beld a tradition that a strong people would come
from the West with a sacred book, and teach them
true religion, and they have been sending to the
Baptist mission for teachers, and thousands are being
brought to embrace the Christian religion, There is
an impression among them that there is something
elevating in Christianity, something which Budd-
hism does neot provide. The work among the
Hindus is being done by the native laborers more
than by the white people. When a man of some
influence embraces the truth, he is immediately sent
back to his native village, where they are all more or
less related to each other, and he tells them that
he has found Christ, the friend of sinners, and that
when they embrace Christianity the white man
will help .them to get a living; and then they
will send for some omne to come and baptize
them, When this ceremony has been performed
they have broken their caste and cannot go back.
From that point the work of the missionary begins,
which ig to instruct them in the truths of the Chris-
tian religion. .

And among the missionaries themselves I find
that there is an interest to hear the truth. They are
generally people of true piety and devotion. They
are a warm-hearted people, and I believe there are
many of them who only wait to know the will of
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COUNCIL MEETING.— No. 11.

Tue first part of this hour was filled by Elder
J. H. Durland, President of the International Sab-
bath-school Association. He opened with the re-
marfs that it is no longer a question as to the bene-
fits of the Sabbath-school, but the question of this
hour is, How can we rmake the schools of the most
practical use? The question ig, Shall we carry on
the work in the future as in the past? or shall we
seek more efficient methods?

The object of the Sabbath-school is, fo study the
Bible. John5:3%, and 2 Tim. 8:15 were cited as re-
minders of our obligation to study and search the
Scriptures. Not only are we o do this, but the duty
is also enjoined to let the word find a permanent
place in our hearts, to teach them to the children,
and to talk of them by the way. Deut.6:5, and
onward was nsed as a forcible precept in this par-

ticular. Ps. 111:10, and James 3:13, were also
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quoted in the same line. The question was then
raised as to what constitutes an educafed person.
How much must one know in order to be educated?
An educated mind is one drilled to do that which it
was designed to do. God made the mind to be filled
with the mind of God as revealed in the Bible. Any
mind which fails to reach this point, falls short of a
true education.

- What is organization for? What is the Sabbath-
school organization for? Forjust the same purpose
as the College or any other school. But if the ma-
chinery is so complicated that it does not do the
work, then it should besimplified. But organization
is necessary to do the work enjoined upon the Sab-
bath-schools. Some words lately published from
Sigter White on this subject have set my mind work-
ing on this line. With so vast an army of teachers
and SBabbath-school workers as we have, will it do to
let inatters run without organization? But even
then the Conference officers should be closely con-
nected with the school -work. Because there are
Sabbath-school officers, the work should not be
considered detached from the conference work.

There is great need of educated workers for the

Sabbath-schools of our cange, The work of the Sab-
bath-school is not to specially raise large donations.
That will follow the study of the Bible as a natural
congequence. When the large donations for the ship
Pitcairn were raised, some gaid that they would soon
drop off. But the opposite of this is true, as isshown

by the following: Donations to the missions in 1890,

were $17,707.39, while the amount glven in 1892 was
- $18,455.96. .

At this point Elder Olsen read some extracts from
& testimony on organization, already printed in No.
1, of thie present volume of the Burrrriv. Follow-
ing this he sald that the Sabbath-school is a source
of great good. Organization is first, to unite the in-
terests of the work, in order to secure the best results ;
and second, to distribute the responsibilities of the
work. The counsel given by.Jethro to Moses con-
cerning the distribution of his responsibilities, was
cited as good sensible advice. See Ex. 18: 14-25,

If we rest on the outward form of organization
without vital godliness, it is of no value to ws. It 18
the same even in the profession of Christianity. Or-
ganization with us is like the frame of a house. A
frame alone will not shelter a family, but a good,
solid, comfortable building cannot be had without the
frame. In the extending growth of our work, we
must cherish organization. The fitst object of our
organization was to connect every member of the
church with active work., Can we afford to drop
organization now, when the work is so widely ex-
tending, and the demand for all to engage in active
work is so steadily increasing? N

The matter of donationg is an interesting subject.
The missionary ship Pitcairn was built by the Sab-
bath-school contributions. All our'children had the
privilege of contributing to that enterprise, and the
influence it has had on their minds Is worth more
than the ship cost, aside from the great good done
among the islands. .

Another point touched was that he hoped the
coming Conference would arrange so that the district
superintendent shall not be tied to a State Confer-
ence. His whole time ghould be devoted to the
distriet, and- then he can assigt both the Sabbath-
school work and canvassing work in the district.

Elder Haskell was called on, and he remarked that
he was heartily in favor of organization. After the
battle was fought concerning organization, the work
went better than ever before. Not that organization
need not be modified —it is possible that will be
necegsary — not to tear down any part of it, but to
make it more efféctive. When God took the chil-
dren of Israel out of Egypt, he had perfect or-
ganization among them, When Korah, Dathan,
and Abiram with the 250 others all wanted to
destroy that organization, God destroyed them
all. All the work of God for fallen man has been
done by a systematic plan. If we tear down the
organization, we shall have to build it up again,
and so be kept from doing the. work God has given
us to do. What we need is to get our hearts imbued
with the Spirit of God, and then when the cloud
rises, we will be able to go forward, and even though
called to go through the Red Sea, God will open the
way before us. The hand of God is leading, and we
will see his work go through to the final triumph,

THE STUDY OF THE BIBLE.—No. 10.

ELPER 5. N. HASKELL.

Our remarks to-night will be a continuation of our
Bible study that we have had for several mornings,
upon the subject of the fmportance of the Script-
ures, and how we should study them; and as I see
here those who have not been to our morning meet-
ings, T would like to review briefly some things that
have been shown from the Scriptures and the reve-
lation of the Spirit of God. In our investigation
thus far we have found that when God created man,
and placed him upon this earth in the Garden of
Eden, that he was a model man, and-that he pos-
segsed an intelligence far superior to that of any man
that has ever lived upon the earth since, unless it be
Solomon; and we have found that the work of the
gospel is to bring man back into the divine image;
consequently all divine revelation is the work of the
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gospel. It iz the design of God by the gospel to
unfold the character of Christ, and in whatever re-
spect we may have lost the divine image, it can be
restored through our Lord Jesus Christ.

The gospel of Christ is therefore, very extensive.
It emobraces all that was in Adam, and even more;
it takes man to where he would have been had he
never ginned; it embraces a bringing back to the
intellectual condition of Adam, and therefore it can-
" not be in any sense limited to any one particular
idea, unless you say that idea is Christ; for in Christ
there is everything, every line of imspiration in the
gospel; and the more we can enlarge our minds to
takein this fact, the more we can become like our Sav-
iour; the more narrow we are the more unlike cur
Saviour we become. And although God can save
men, and does save men that have only one ray of
light, if they receive that ray of light, God accepts
them,— yet that in itself does not restore in man the
intelligence that God would have men possess; but
it leads them to embrace every ray of light that
comes from the gospel, and those rays will confinue
to shine throughout eternity. Thus man will becorne
more and more intelligent, both in this world and in
the world to come, for we have read from the Spirit of
Prophecy that in the world to come the Saviour
would take his people and lead them by the side of
the fountain of living waters, and would unfold to
them the dark providences of this life, and would
teach them from nature, tfruths throughout eternity:
There will be no end to that, and this Bible there-
fore does not contain any too much, but it contains
far more than many of us have appreciated.

Another thought we brought from the Scripfures
is that the reason that there are so Ay children of
Christians who go to ruin and are lost is simply be-
cause of the narrow ideas that the parents have in
instructing children, and I will refer to this directly.
God designed that we should learn from nature.
Nature and revelation are God’s great text-books,
and if we would take the Scriptures and read them
carefully and teach our children from the standpoint
God wonld have us, our children would be saved;
that scripture would be true that we read in the
twenty-second chapter of Proverbs and sixth verse:
“Train up a child in the way he should go, and
when he is old he will not depart from it.” Now
God must have a way to train children, and when
they are instructed in the way of the Lord they will
-be preserved, they will be kept, for God says so.

Well, what was the intelligence that Adam had?
1t was everything ; it embraced nature, and we read
that it embraced the understanding of every tree
that is upon the face of the earth, and its nature.
We have found that he understood the nature of the
life of every leaf that grew; that he understood the

nature of every animal, of every bird that God had
created ; and that he was a first-class Jandscape gard-
ner for he was to instruct his descendants in making
dwelling-places after the pattern God had given Adam
—the garden in Eden —we have found that in the
Bible. Now that was the education that God gave
Adam when he created him. I will read one ex-
pression upon this point that T have not yet noted,
which is found in “ Patriarchs and Prophets,” page
48, This is speaking of the Sabbath, and ag this is
Sabbath evening I will read the entire paragraph.

““ God designs that the Sabbath shall direct the miods of men
to the contemplation of bis created works., Nature speaks to their
senses, declaring that there is a living God, the Creator, the Su-
preme Ruler of all,  * The heavens declare the glory of God; and
the fArmament showeth his handiwork. Day unto day uttereth
speech, and night unto night showeth knowledge.” The beauty
that clothes the earth is a token of God’s love. We may behold
it in the everlastiog hilie, in the lofty trees, in the opening buds
and the delicate iowers. All spesk to us of God. The Sabbath,
ever pointing to him who made themall, bids men open the great
book of natulre, and trace therein the wisdom, the power, and the
love of the Creator.”

How many are there who really study nature in
order to see God therein; who take the flower and
instruct their children to see God in the flower and
to see God inthe trees, and to see God in the majes-
tic hills and to see God in everything they behold?
Now God designed that men should do this, We
would not say that Adam understood the language
of birdg, but whether he did or not, there is language
here thatstrongly ireplies that, for he worshiped with
the birds. "I will read one expression on page 50: —

““The lion and the lamb sported peacefully around them, or lay
down together at their feet. The happy birds flitted about them

AL ek P ac thads olad ammes aoan Acd 4+ dhn wanfan o
Witgour 1&ar F um,l. @S RUTL Blad SULEE ABUCLULAL LW LU Pldlat Ul

their Creator, Adam and Eve wniled with themin e‘,kcmhgwmg to
the Father and Son.”

God made Adam a modsl man; he bore the
image of the Creator, not merely in his physical
form, but had the intelligence of the Creator— made
a little lower than the angels; and he was endued
with wisdom to draw from all creation, or to trace
the finger of the great Creator. And children were
to be instructed in that way, and the mothers of
Moges, Samuel, Daniel, and other faithful men did
go. We have algo learned that the law contained
this, it was in the word of God. Now when we say
that we can instruct children and individuals from.
the Bible about these things—“ Well,” you may say,
“the Bible is not a treatise on astronomy, zoology,
ot mineralogy, or any of these various sciences; how
can it be done?”

Now, my dear brethren it can be done, or else God
never placed it there. The reason we cannot see
how it is done is no argument that it cannot be
done; it is simply an acknowledgment that we do
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not understand Aow, that is all, and that we have not  -Well, says one, “Christ was divine.,” Certainly
applied our minds to the instruction that God would he was divine, and so can you and I be divine. He

have us receive from the Scriptures; we have not
read them with that care, and with that thought,
trying to get out of them for ourselves the under-
standing that God would have us receive ; we have not
studied them in that way, consequently we do not
know how to obtain from them their depth of in-
struction. I tell you, my dear friends, there is a
great deal more there, if we would simply think of it
and read it carefully, than we ever thought of. It is
not cur purpose to dwell on that phase, but simply
to show you from God’s word and the Spirit of
Prophecy, that it is in the Bible; and if it is in the
Bible, you can get it, and I can get it, and every one
can geb it, if they will carefully study God’s word,
with the enlightenment of the Spirit of God.

Another thonght that has been advanced and one

- that I wish especially to notice in the same line, ig

-how mothers taught their children. The Lord him-
self instructed Israel how they were to teach fheir
children. And how did he do it?— By the law. Ii
wag in the law that Godinstructed them to that end,
and it was a training, that they might see God alike
in nature and in revelation. Here is an expression
concerning that which I will read; it is found in
“ Patriarchs and Prophets,” p. 594 : —

“1t was trained to see God alike in the scenes of nature and the
“words of revelation.’

Then, how were their minds trained? —To see
God in nature and in revelation alike. Then there
was a harmony in revelation and nature, and revela-
tion gave light on nature.. Then it speaks of the
stars, the trees, the Howers and the lofty mountains,
and the rippling brooks and the service of the sanct-
uary —all brought in as a means of instructing the
children.

Now | wish to read a clause which I have read
before that seems to give great fovce to this, and will
bring you more directly to what I wish to say to-
night. It is found on the same page:

“3nch was the training of Moses in the lowly cabin home in Go-
shen; of Samuel, by the faithful Hannali; of David, in the hill
dwelling at Bethlehem ; of Daniel before the scenes of the captivi-
ty separated him from the home of his fathers. Such, too, was
the early life of Cbrist at Nazareth; such the training by which

the child Timothy learned from the lips of his ‘grandmother Lois,
and his mother Bunice,® the truaths of Holy Writ.»

The Scriptures speak in one place about Christ not
having learned his letters, and do you suppose that
he grew up in utter ignorance ? But why do you sup-
pose his parents instructed him like this and he nev-
er learned the letters ? — It was sivaply to present be-
fore us, those who believe in the Seriptures, what the
teaching of this kind wounld do without learning the
letters.

was divine, but do vou suppose he used hig divinity
to acquire knowledge when he was here upon the
earth ? or did he acquire knowledge just the same
as you and I acquire it? If he acquired his knowl-
edge simply by his divine intelligence, then I ask,
was he placed in the very same position we are in
upon this earth in our fallen condition? Tet me
read one expresgion on this point. In Luke 2:40,
we read: “ And the child grew, and waxed sirong in
spirit, filled with wisdom ; and the grace of God was
upon him.” And again in the 52nd verse: “‘And
Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favour
with God and man.”

Now, if the knowledge that Christ had was simply
divine knowledge, that came to him naturally, be-
cause he was the divine Son of God, then I agk, how
could he increase in knowledge and stature? He no
more had a manly mind while he was a child, as far
as human nature is concerned, than other children
that come into this world ; but he was instructed by
his mother. Instructed into what?--Into nature
and revelation ; and thus, by the ingtruction he re-
ceived from his mother, in nature and revelation, he
grew in grace and knowledge as well as statare. I
think yon can all see that. ‘

1 wish, dear friends, that we all believed that there
is in the Bible that which would make-us more in-
telligent in this world, without the sciences, than all
the gciences in this world, without the Bible. Now,
haven’t I proved it? [Congregation:—“ Yes sir.”]
‘We all ought to see that; that if we follow the in-
gtructions that God has given us in his word, and we
had not the opportunity of receiving even the knowl-
edge of our letters by going to school, we would be-
come more intelligent, with a proper instruction from
the Bible, than we would become, were we to receive
an education from the best schools in this world, in
the sciences, withont the Bible.

Now, this leads us to a question concerning Christ,
and I wigh to make a proposition here; and that is
that it is a belief not only in the divine nature of
Christ, but an appropriation ¢f that divine nafure to
our own hearts that saves us; and that there is the
game humanity in the word as there was in Christ,
and the same divinity in the word that there wagin
Christ. Now, when we speak of Christ, we say he
wag divine, and that iz true; we say he was human,
and that is frue; but to explain how he can he
human and how he can be divine, cannot be done.
The apostle speaks of it, and says, “Great is the
mystery of godliness; God manifest in the flesh.”
God manifested in the flesh is a great mystery.
That can not he understood. Tt has always been a
mystery, and always will be; and yet Christ was

N
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the divine Son of God. He was as much the Son of
‘God and the Creator of the world while he was in
his mother’s arms as he was before he came to this
earth. He was as much human in his mother’s
arms as any babe that rests upon its mother’s bosorn.
We simply put these things together, and it is a fact,
and that is all we can do about it; it is a mystery
that cannot be explained.

Let me read an expression touching this point in
Heb. 2:14-18: “Forasmuch then as the children
are partakers of flesh and blood, he also likewise
took part of the same; that through death he might
destroy him that had the power of death, that is,
the devil; and deliver them, who through fear of
death were all their lifetime subject to bondage.
For verily he took not on him the nature of angels;
but he took on him the seed of Abrabam. Where-
fore in all things it behoved him to be made like
unto his brethren, that he might be a mexciful and
faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to
make reconciliation for the sing of the people. For
in that he himself hath suffered being tempted, he
is able to succor them that are tempted.”

Then Christ was made like us. He possessed the
same nature that we do as well also as the divine
nature; and when he was on the earth, he was
suabject to all the temptations that we are, and yet
without sin; and he emptied himself of self just as
much and as-really as we are fo empty ourselves of
self in overcoming and partaking of the divine na-
ture. He laid down his own self. He was divine.
We are mere selfishness. Full of ¢in. He did not
lay down any sin; but he took on himself our sin-
ful natures and yet without sin.

Now, you know that we have a struggle to over-
come self. Every one of us have to struggle. We
always will have to as long as we are in this world
of sin, The devil is {rying to get hold of us and lead
us info sin, and just as long as we cherigh in onr
hearts any evil at all, just 20 long Satan can throw
his arrows info the soul. And that soul is Hable fo
be taken captive. We are fighting a warfare with
gelf, and Satan comes into our hearts that way. Christ
had the same warfare to fight, althongh he was the
«divine Son of God; and it required as great an effort
for him to keep back the divinity from having it mani-
fested in humanity, when he was on the earth, as it
Tequires of us to keep back the selfish natures that we
have and partake of the divine nature. I would like
to know if you all get that thought. I wish to read
-something here concerning that, which is found in
the “8pirit of Prophecy,” Vol. 8, page 260: —

“The Jews were continually seeling for, and expecting, a divinity
smozg them that wonld be revealed inoutward show, and by oue
#lash of overmastering will would change the carrent of all miads,
dorce from them an ackaowledgment of his superiority, elevate him-

self and gratify the ambitjon of hiz people. This being the case,
when Christ was freated with contempt, there was a powerful
tempiation before him t0 reveal his heavenly character, and to com-
pel his persecntors to admit that he was Lord above kings and
potentates, priests and temple, But it was his difficult task to
maintain the level of humanity.”

Then he had a struggle jusi as we have a struggle,
and it was a difficult task for him to lay aside bis
divinity and simply dérive strength, day by day, from
the source of strength, just aswe do. Now, that is
the life of Christ, brethren and sisters. There divini-
ty and humanity came together. It was in our Lord -
Jesus Christ; and the same divinity and humanity
is in the word of God, and that is the reason we can’t
helieve it. That is the reason the Jews couldn’t be-
lieve it. They saw the humanity. They not only
saw Christ— they went further than simply embra-
cing him theoretically. They really believed that
he was the divine Son of God, as I will show you
from the Scriptures. They believed it in theory and
acted accordingly; bhut the circumstances connected
with Christ and his teachings prevented their ap-
propriating to their own hearts the divine nature.

Now, the humanity that is in the word can be
seen in a thousand different ways. Now let me call
your attention to two or three facts that show this.
You take the writings ot the gospel and you will
find that Matthew, Mark, and Luke, and in many
cages John, record the same circumstances, and they
go on and give what Christ said, and they give us
the particulars of the circumstances—of healing
the sick, perhaps, and yet there are but few expres-
slons found in the writings of these four evangelists, .
where they speak of the same thing, that are just
alike. Now, how does thig happen? It was the
divine Son of God that inspired them to write, but
that did not destroy their individuality. It took
them just as they were, It took their individuality,
but let them preserve if, and in every case their
words were the words of God. God ingpired them
to write just as they did, and this variation in their
testimony simply shows the humanity ; and it shows
another thing that should never be forgotten, that
when the Great Teacher teaches us, when we sit at
his feet to receive instruction from him,-then our
own individuality will be preserved.

‘When God teaches 2 man, he enlarges all his facul-
ties. That is the difference between God’s teaching
and man’s teaching. I think it is a great deal better
to sit at the feet of our Saviour and learn of him.
And you will find it is a great deal better to take hig
great text-book — the Bible— and go to it humbly
and pray God to enlighten ocur minds—-it is far
better than it is to take any theory that is presented
by any living mortal that ever came to'this earth.
When God inspires men to write, we have got it in
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his Spirib. Then that was humanity, but that hu-
manity did not prevent our getting the pure words
of God. But the individuality, the humanity, is

preserved when the words are given us.

P

the other did n’t have it.
"eould not see any difference,

Now Iet me call your attention to another thought
right here. When Christ instructs the people, he
will ingtruct them in nature. That is why there are
80 many parables which he drew from nature. He
saw men sowing seed; and he instructed them from
the employments of man, in principles that he wounld
hdve them receive. I want to read one or two verses
from the 8th chapter of Luke, where. we find the
parable of the sower that went forth to sow. You
all. remember the parable, how some seed fell by the
wayside, some fell upon stony ground where there
was not much earth, some fell on the thorny ground
where it ' was choked, and he explains what that
means, Iread inthe 1ith verse: *Now the par-
able is this: The seed is the word of God.”

Now, what is the seed that iz sown?.—The word
of God, and that is sown in men—in the minds of

Juen, in the hearts of men; that goes into their

hearts; and the way it is manifested is illustrated by
their lives. But if you should let that seed get into
the heart—and remain in the heart and not mix
anything with it— human traditions, or ideas, or
ways of our own, what would be the result? — It

" would grow.

Now another expression in the 4th chapter of
Mark which I wish to place by the side of this, I
will read verses 26 and 27: “ And he said, So is the
kingdom of God, as if a man should cast seed into
the ground; and should sleep, and rise night and
day, and the seed should spring and grow up, he
knoweth not how.”

Now, if the word is sown into the heart, he says it

. will be like seed sown in the ground, which groweth

up, we know not how., Verse 28: “For the carth
bringeth forth fruit of herself; first the blade, then
the ear, after that the full corn in the ear.”

Now, a man who sows seed in the ground sows
living seed. I think I have illustrated that once
here in the class. If I should take some little pebble
stones and hold them in my hand, and take some
wheat or corn and place there also, and hold them
before you, could you see any difference between
them, so far as life is concerned? [Congregation:—

“No] If I should plant the pebble stones would

they grow? [Congregation :—* No.”} But if I should
plant the corn, would it grow? [Congregation:—
“Yes] What's the difference?— One had life and
Bnt to look at them you
Now, I may give you
my word, and my word may hbe true; but God’s
word has life in it; and if you take one line of that
Bible, pure and unadulterated-—one line of God’s

word —and let that come into the heart, it will grow.
Now, do you helieve?, [Congregation: — “ Yes, sir.”}
T must read you another text on this peint, which
comes to my mind, that is found in 1 Peber 2:1-3:"
# Wherefore laying agide all malice, and all guile,.
and hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil speakings,
a3 new born babes, degire the sincere milk of the
word, that ye grow thereby: If so be that ye have
tasted that the Lord is gracious.”

Now the word will always grow when taken alone
in a man’s heart. It will grow because there is life.
in it, and just as certainly it will grow as it is taken
into man’s heart. And if it grows it will change the
character and it will enlighten the man.

‘We have shown from the Scriptures, then, thatthe
word of Christ is to make men intelligent, but the
reason Christiang are not intelligent, is becanse they
get their own ways, ideas and plans. They want the
pure word in the. heart, and that word will grow.

‘Therefore it brings us right back to what we said

before, that if we take the Bible it will make us in-
telligent ; it will make us as intelligent as Adar was,
if we just come near enough to Christ to receive that
intelligence ; and we will see God in everything in
nature, in the frees, in the hills, and everything else.

Now take another point: You take the grape vine.
The root takes up moisture, which goes up through
the stock and up into the branches and becomes
grapes. Now, what makes it grow? What makes
it go up there and become grapes? [Congregation:—
“The power of God.”] You take the tiny grass or a
gprout of corn, and there may be a little flat stone
over if, and it will turn that stone over in making
its way out; but when that corn has got up three or
four inches high, that same stone would mash it
down to the ground, and yet, when it is small, it
will raize the stone. Who can explain that? — It
ig the power of God that dees it. And it is the
power of God in nature that hrings forth the fruit
that iz brought forth by nature. When the Saviour
made that water wine, there was no more of a miracle
performed in that than thers is in the roots taking
up the moisture and that growing up into-the grape
and then you pressing out the wine. The only dif-
farence is in the matter of time. In ome cage the
process is shortened, and in the other, nature follows
itz own course; but in both cages it is the power of
God. ;

Turn with me to the gospel of John. The sixth
chapter illustrates this principle. The entire chap-
ter is upon this point. Verses 5 and 6: “When
Jesus then lifted up his eyes, and saw a great com-
pany come unte him, he saith unte Philip, Whence
shall we buy bread that these may eat? And this
he said to prove him: for he himself knew what he
would do.”



216 -

GENERAL CONFERENCE DAILY BULLETIN.

The testimony of the other evangelists says he
told them to prepare for that multitude. And he
said these words to Philip, to prove him. The Sav-
iour wanted to gee if Philip realized that he wonld
feed the multitude with the five barley loaves and
two small fishes, Therewere five thousand men, be-
sides the women and childven. The Saviour had naot
told the disciples that he would do this great miracle,
but he simply told them to feed the multitude; and
the Saviour said this to Philip to prove him —to see
if he saw in Christ the divinity that existed in him.
His sympathy for that multitude was so great that
he would work that miracle to provide for their
wants. .

Now, it was not absolutely necessary for the
Saviour to work that miracle. You will learn that
from the other evangelists; for the disciples came
to the Saviour and said to him, “Send these people
away that they may buy bread.” They could have
gone away and got bread for themselves, but the
Baviour's sympathy for them was so great, that he
simply wrought that miracle there to feed them
before they went home. Ig there not a lesson in
that for us? — 1 think there is. If there is any soul
in this audience or anywhere else that feels the same
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God as did that company, God would feed that soul.
Why are we not fed when the Saviour could feed us
just as well ag not? —Simply because our desires
are not intense enough. We have to show interests
that are greater than we do to have our Saviour feed
our souls with the bread of life. When we get that
earnestness for the Spirit of God, so that we feel
in the very depths of our souls that we cannot
live without his Spirit, we will have it.

It is so with God’s word. When we come to the
Bible believing that it iz the divine word of God,
and we take it ag such, and vy to draw from every
line instructions, then it will feed our souls; and I
want to tell you, brethren and sisters, in the name of
the Great Master, we shall become intelligent men
and women, far more so than we are to-day. We do
not believe it is there; we do not think it is there;
and the reason we do not believe it is there is be-
cause we have never educated ourgelves 1o believe it.

But there’ is something more in this chapfer.
This miracle was wrought and that multitude was
fed. The effect of it is expressed in the 14th verse:
“Then those men, when they had seen the miracle
that Jesus did, said, This is of a truth that Prophet
that should come into the world.”

Referring doubtless to the prophecy of Deunterono-
my, where it speaks of Christ. They believed in
Christ ; they took him as the Messiah, and yet, you
place right by the side of this the 26th verse, “ Jesus
answered them and said, Verily, verily, I say unto

you, Ye seek e, not because ye saw the miracles,
but because ye did eat of the loaves, and were filled.”

In one place it says, they did believe, and thenhe
proceeds further to show that they did not believe.
Now read verses 27 to 29: “Labour not for the meat
which perisheth, but for that meat which endureth
unto everlasting life, which the Son of man
ghall give unto you: for him hath God the Father
sealed. Then said they unto him, What shall we
do that we might work the works of God? Jesus
answered and said unto them, This-is the work of
God, that ye believe on him whom he hath sent.”

Now, was there not a sense in which they believed
that he was the Messiah, and a sense in which they
did not believe it? Now, if I ecan make that clear
to you, I shall be very glad to do it; that you can
see the condifions, and how men can take present
truth and believe that it is present truth, but still
never be saved by it. I wish to show you that they
did believe that he was the Messiah. In the “ Spirit
of Prophecy,” Vol. 2, page.263, it speaks of this very
thing:— ‘

“While eating the food he bad provided for them, they decided
that this was irndeed the Messiah. No other one could do so

mighiy a miracle. No human power could create from five barley
losves and two small fishey, food snfficient to feed thousands of

hungry people. Iis teaeh:ngs and work of healing had already

nearly convinced them of his divirity, snd this miracle crowned
their growing counvietion with entire belief,”

They really believed that he was the Messiah, and
yet they did not appropriate that belief to their own
hearts. I read again in “Spirit of Prophecy,” Vol.
2, p. 215 —

“Jesus declared to them that they did not seek him from any
worthy motive; they did not desire to learn how fo please God in
their daily lives.”

They saw Christ a great deal as people see the
truth. They saw he was Christ, but they did not
seek to appropriate that to their own hearts in their
daily lives; they saw the food that he had prepared ;
they saw it in that sense, and their ideas of the Mes-
siah were that he would be a temporal king, and
what a good king he would make: if he would feed
all the poor people like that, what a splendid king.
They saw Christ simply as the Messiah, and their
own ideas of the Messiah prevented their appropriat-
ing that faith which would save them. They did
not take this manifestation of God’s power as being
an indication to them to appropriate it to their own
lives.

I will read still farther in this same paragraph:— |

 But they asked him to work miracles, sometimes in 2 spirif of
unbelief, and sometimes because they hoped to be benefited by
temporal favors which he might bestow upon them. He bade them
not to labor for the meat which perishes, but to seek for spiritual
foed, that wisdom which endures unto everlasting life. This the
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Son of God alone corld give, for he has the seal of the Father,
‘With solemn earnestness he sought to impress upon them that tem-
poral favors are of liftle comsequence compared with the heavenly
grace offered by the Sou of God.”

Now this reveals the condition of their minds.
They had not thought of appropriating to themselves
the power that ig in the word, God speaks to us in
his word, and when we take that word and draw
something from it to weave into our daily lives, then
Christ comes in and falks with the heart, and it is
woven in the character.

Now it may be, that the word may be spoken by
two brethren in conversation: I may listen to their
conversation and hear their talk in a sort of general
way, and I may think T am benefited. But one of
them turns and addresses me and speaks directly to
, me, and that is quite another thing, It is just se
- with God’s word ; we must take that werd and take

the testimony as a revelation to man that we may
draw from that word some practical lessons ip. our
daily lives. And when we come to the Word of God
in that way, every line of that word becomes a pre-
cious treasure, and unfolds to us some of the precious
trixths that Ged has for his people.

This is the object of this chapter. I might read
many cther expressions concerning this. I will read
some things on this subject, found in the Review of
May 17, 1892. They are directly upon this point.

“ ¢{Then said they unto him, What shall we do, that we might
work the works of God?’ This was the question that was asked
of Jesns by those who had witnessed bis divine power in feeding
the multitudes. But the guestion meant, What shall we do that
we may deserve hezven # 'What is the price that we are required
i0 pay that we may obfain the life to come? Now mark the ans-
wer of Jesus, for it is essenfial that we understand the truth he
uttered. ‘Jesus answered and said unto them, This is the work
of God, that ye helieve on him whem he hath sent.’ The price of
heaven is Jesus. The way to beaver is through faithin ¢ the lamb
of God which takeih away the sin of the world.* Those who
would be saved must aceept hy faith the righteousness of Christ:
and when they do this, they will work the works of God.”

Then they accepted the rightecusness of faith and
rappropriated it to their own souls: and that is the
teaching of this sixth chapter of John: it is, that in-
dividuals may take this word as the divine word ad-
dressed to their own seuls, and appropriate to their
souls the very blessings that are mentioned here.
But they did not de this,

There 1 ancther lesson in thigs that we have’

passed over, that 1 wish {o mention here. Tt is
brought to view in thiz chapter, verses 15~17:
“When Jesus therefore perceived that they would
come and take him by force, to male him a king, he
departed again into a mountain by himself alone.
. And when even was now comme, his disciples went
down unto the sea, and enteredinto a ship, and went

think the testimony meant me.

aver the sea toward Capernaum. And it was now
dark, and Jesus was not come to them.”

In reading the parallel toxts of this, you will get
more light than you will get here. I# says that the
Saviour constrained them or commanded them to
take the boat and.ge out to sea and pass over o the
other side. They wanted to make the Saviour king,
The disciples were about to take him by force and to
make him a king. The Saviour constrained them
with authority and sent them to sea; and then with
the sgame divine authority he sent the multitude away.
When they went o sea, how do you suppose they
felt? Can you think how they would feel ? They
would feel a good deal as people often do now-a-days
when God reveals something for them fo do, and
they do neot want to doit.

Did you ever go to 2 meeting, and when you got
there something came up that was not so agreeable
or pleazant, and have you not felt that if you must do
what is requested, you would ? I heard anindividu-
al remark concerning .certain things that the Spiritof -
Grod required him to do, that if he wonld be damned
for mot doing it, he would de it. Such can
never enter heaven. The disciples went to sea
in about the same way. They wanted to make
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not miake much headway: the wind was against
them, and the rough gea, and so they were rowing
and rowing to get that ship across the lake, but they
could not makemuch headway. By and by, about
the fourth watch, they saw a being stepping upon the
snow-capped billows, and making as though he would
pass the ship, and they were frightened., They
thought it was a forehoding of some evil, and
they were frightened, and cried out; then the
Savieur said : “ It is I, be not afraid.” Then Peter
said, If that is you, Lord, bid me to come: the
Saviour said “ Come!” and Peter started, and wust as
long he did not hear anything but the word “come,”
or see anything but Christ, he walked as well as a
person could walk anywhere: but the moment he
got hig eye off from Chrigt, and got to thinking what
a splendid thing he was doing, and probably looked
back to the other disciples, feeling: “1 don’t think
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“you could do such a thing as this,” he began to go

down; but the Lord saved him, and when the
Saviour came aboard that ghip, that was about as
happy a company as ever was in the world, I sup-
pose. What about the rowing? “Theship was at
land.”

Now, that Minneapolis conference has been re-
ferred to, and T want to refer to it just now. You
know we had a meeting there, and there have been
a great many confessions made about that meeting,
I did not make a confession the other day, yet 1
I was in sympathy
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with the views presented. I believed they had the
trath on the argument that was to be discussed at that
meeting. But, it was not a meeting to discuss theo-
logical points, that was not what the Spirit of God
meant to teach us. The other day some one zaid: “1
was not on this sids,” and they confessed fo being on
the wrong side. What did the Lord want to teach
ug back there? He wanted to teach us the right-
eousness by faith, and had it been received we
would have been 6 far in advance of where we are
now. It wasnot to discuss the question of whethar
the third chapter.of Galatiang meant the moral law
or the ceremonial law: Said one, “That is what [
thought.” Of course, and so we got this idea before
our minds precisely as the disciples got the way the
Saviour wae coming, before their minds, and they
could not gee anything else, and they counld not get
the eternal life that the Saviour wanted them to
have. ‘

We have to, come as children in order to get the
light and truth that God has for us: and when the
Lord brings us over the same road again, you may
depend upon it, brethren, it is to test our judgment,
to see whether we discern the Spirit of God or not.
When God speaks to us, we want to lay aside our
own ideas and views and ways, and our own plans,
and come like babes, to take God’s word just as he
reveals it in his sacred Bible, by his Spirit; and
when we take that festimony, we will get that very
blessing that God designed that his people should
have had when they were back at the Minneapolis
meeting.

Of course many have been troubled ever since, as
the disciples were when sent fo sea; but do you
suppose God has left hiz people? Never. When
the disciples were out there, his eye followed them,
and he saw them rowing against those waves, and
his great heart of sympathy yearned for them; and
then he walked upon that sea, and made as though
he would pass by, to see if they were ready to take
him in. And when they oried out and asked him
to come aboard, and he came aboard, they received
a blessing ; and so, at the pregent time he is knock-
ing at the door of our hearts, and when we let the
Saviour come info our hearts by faith, we will get the
blessing. We have such a precious Saviour.

And then he goes on still further in this &th
chapter of John. The Saviour wishes to convince
them that they cannot take one gingle divine prin-
ciple by reasoning. We may say, If you will ex-
plain the truth of God, we will take it. Why not
take it by faith? And if we take it by faith, we will
lay aside our own ways, and plans, and ideas, and
simply inquire at the foot of the cross: Saviour,
“What wilt thou have me to do?”

Let us notice how he leads their minds: “They

said therefore untd him, What sign shewest thou
then, that we may see, and believe thee? what dost
thou work? Our fathers did eat manna in the
desert; as it iy written, He gave them bread from
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verily, T say unto you, Moses gave you pot that
bread from heaven; but my Father giveth you the
true bread from heaven, Tor the bread of God is he
which cometh down from heaven, and giveth life
unto the world.”

Now I would Lke to know how they could reagon
that out. He says that he himself 1s that bread;
and states still further: “Except ye eat my flesh
and drink my blood, you have no life in you.” And
they began to reason.

“The Jews murmured at him, because he said, I
am the bread which came down from heaven. And
they said, Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose
father and mother we know ? how is it then that he
saith, T came down from heaven? Jesus therefore
answered and said unto them, Muymur not among
yourselves. No man can come to me, except the
Father which hath sent me draw him: apd I will
raise him up at the last day. It is written in the
prophets, And they shall be all taught of God.
Every man therefore that hath heard, and hath
learned of the Father, cometh unto me.”

And he goes on to speak about his being the
bread and about their eating hig flesh and drink-
ing his blood ; and they said, How can this man
give us his flesh to eat and his blood to drink?
Th? could not reason out that fruth. The Saviour
tried to present before them the truth in & way that
they could not reason it out; that they must stmply
believe it because he said go; apd if they believed it
because he gaid so, they would understand it. How
do we understand any divine truth? By faith,
only. We grasp the testimony of the Lord, and
we believe it, and when men believe the testimony
because God says so, then God opens our under-
standing and we begin to comprehend it.

Then we come down to the 63d and 64th verses in
this chapter: “Itis the spirit that quicKeneth; the
flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto
vou, they are spirit, and they are life. But there are
some of you-that believe not. For Jesus knew from
the beginning who they were that believed not, and
who should betray him.”

Now did Judas believe that? Did Judas appro-
priate to his own heart those words of Christ, that
would give him eternal life? I think not. He had
hig own ideas about Chrigt; but he never appropri-
ated to his own soul those blessings, or the Saviour's
words, that the other disciples did. And he was
lost. And it will be so with us. There will be thou-
sands lost because they do not appropriate to their
own hearts, weave into their own character, the words
of our Lord Jesus Christ. But when we come to
him and take his words, they certainly will give us
an experience that we .cannot have in any other
way.

May God give us his Holy Spirit, and give us .
hearts that can appreciate his testimony, accept his
testimony and then finally, when the work is over,
and the story is told, the day of Judgment comes, and
Christ is revealed, we will be saved with an everlasting
salvation, to the glory of God.



