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PRrREFACE
PN (N

HERE are already many useful books in the hands of the people, and my

apology for adding another to the list, is that in these pages I state many
things concerning Adventists, and especially Seventh-day Adventists, which
have not heretofore been brought in this form before the people. Besides
this, many who espoused the cause in later years, and who have not witnessed
the things mentioned, have earnestly requested a narration of these facts and
experiences from those earlier in the work. Having been familiar with the
advent movement in 1843 and 1844, and having, since Jan. 2, 1849, pro-
claimed the doctrine, first as an Adventist, and since 1852 as a Seventh-day
Adventist, I esteem it a pleasure to “speak the things I have seen and heard.”

I have presented a statement concerning the advent movement, which
from 1831 to 1844 spread to every civilized nation of the world.

Since 1845 there have been other bodies of Adventists which have pro-
claimed, and still are proclaiming, the near advent of Christ. Instead of trac-
ing all of those bodies, it has been my purpose to give, at some length, the
rise and progress of the Seventh-day Adventists, calling especial attention to
those agencies which, in the providence of God, have aided in developing,
from poverty and small beginnings, a people of whom, although they number
only about one hundred thousand, some of their opponents have said, “From
the energy and zeal with which they work one would judge that there were
two million of them.”

Even those who are only slightly conversant with Seventh-day Adventist
history know that since 1845 Mrs. E. G. White has been prominently con-
nected with the movement, both as a speaker and writer. They also know that
connected with her work there have been peculiar exercises, or gifts. It has
been my privilege to be [4] present and witness the operation of this gift about
fifty times. In these pages I have called attention to some twenty-six definite
predictions made by Mrs. White which have been most accurately fulfilled.

In addition to my own observations, I have also presented the testimony
of other eye-witnesses respecting their experiences. Such facts should have
more weight with the candid reader than random statements made by those
who have never been present on such occasions.
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I commit the work to the readers, hoping that, with the blessing of God,
the perusal of these pages may be a means of promoting the cause of Christ
in many hearts, and trusting that all, as they read, will bear in mind the words
of Paul to the Thessalonians, “prove all things; hold fast that which is good.”

J. N. Loughborough.
Mountain View, California, May 1, 1905. [5]



PREFACE TO THE 1992 EDITION
>y

B10GRAPHICAL SKETCH
John Norton Loughborough was an eyewitness to the founding of the Sev-

enth-day Adventist church. A brief overview in his own words of his life
and ministry (extracted from the Appendix A) will give a background to this

new edition of his book.
“I was born in Victor, Ontario County, N.Y., on Jan. 26, 1832. This

village of 200 or more inhabitants was surrounded by a well settled
farming community for miles. It was on the old mail stage line from
Albany to Buftalo. This village was where I attended Sunday school
and public service until the spring of 1848, when the city of Rochester,
N.Y. became my headquarters. Both my father and grandfather were
local ministers in the Methodist church, but supported themselves....

“...In the last week in December 1843, I heard my first discourse on
Advent preaching. It was from Brother James Barry, on the topic,
“The Hour of His Judgment is Come.” The mighty power of God set
home the truth he proclaimed. It seemed as though we were standing
before the judgment bar of God. Under the exhortation that followed
from the pastor, I with many others pressed my way to the front to be
prayed for. And there began my first effort to pray and seek God....

“In the winter of 1852, before I had begun to preach the third angel’s
message, when I was studying whether I should preach the message,
or sustain myself and wife by hand labor, a vision was given to Sister
White in our meeting in Rochester one Sabbath, and a direct testimony
was given for me to hesitate no longer, but to go out and preach the
message, and the Lord would open the way for me to be sustained....

“When I had got fairly into the work, in those early times, there was
manifest what then was a mystery to me. It was this—in every impor-
tant meeting in different states that Brother and Sister White attended,
they would call upon me to go with them. I would say to myself, Why

do they not ask these ministers instead of me all the time?’

“Then again, when those three rebellions came on from 1853 to 1865,
when they started three different papers, one for each of those tirades,
why was it that I was present, and saw each of the rebellions start?
'Then again, why was it that I was present to see Sister White in her
open visions over forty different times, see her examined by the physi-
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cians, hear her make predictions of what was to take place—things
that seemed incredible to those hearing the predictions, and yet liter-
ally fulfilled? I say in all candor, these opportunities were not occa-
sions of exaltation to me, but a mystery. I would say to myself, ‘Why
is all this so?”’

“...In 1890, I was requested by the General Conference to labor east
of the Rocky Mountains. Then came this testimony, written to Elder
O. A. Olsen, of which a copy was also sent to me: ‘T say let Elder
Loughborough do a work that is suffering to be done in the churches.
'The Lord would have his voice heard as was John's, telling the things
which he himself has experienced in the rise and progress of the third
angel’s message. Let Elder Loughborough stand in his right place, as
a Caleb coming to the front, and bearing a decided testimony, in face
of unbelief, and doubt and skepticism, “we be well able to go up and
possess the goodly land.” Do not fasten Elder Loughborough in a
corner anywhere. Do not bind him to any one conference. Let him go
here and there, and everywhere, telling what he has seen, and known
and handled in the rise of the third angel’s message.”

(See Appendix B for key dates in Loughborough’s life.)

A SpeciFic CALL TO CIRCULATE LOUGHBOROUGH’S BoOK
At the turn of the century, after Brother Loughborough wrote Rise and
Progress of the Third Angel’s Message which was the precursor to The Great
Second Advent Movement, Ellen White penned these words:

“I feel deeply over our present situation. We must now do a work that
should have been done long ago. We must do as the Lord directed
Moses to do, when the children of Israel, having crossed the desert,
were encamped on the borders of Jordan. Moses was bidden to
rehearse to them all the dealing of the Lord to them during their
journeyings through the wilderness. The record of this rehearsal is
found in the book of Deuteronomy.

“The record of the experience through which the people of God
passed in the early history of our work must be republished. Many
of those who have since come into the truth are ignorant of the way
in which the Lord wrought. The experience of William Miller and
his associates, of Captain Joseph Bates, and of other pioneers in the
advent message, should be kept before our people. Elder Loughbor-
ough’s book should receive attention. Our leading men should see what can

be done for the circulation of this book.

“We must study to find out the best way in which to take up the
review of our experiences from the beginning of our work, when we
separated from the churches, and went forward step by step in the

light that God gave us. We then took the position that the Bible,
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and the Bible only, was to be our guide; and we are never to depart
from this position. We were given wonderful manifestations of the
power of God. Miracles were wrought. Again and again, when we
were brought into strait places, the power of God was displayed in
our behalf.”—Letter 105,1903 (Counsels to Writers and Editors, p. 145)
(emphasis supplied).

Wny REPUBLISH?

In the light of the foregoing testimonies, let us reflect on the reasons
why Brother Loughborough was instructed to recount our history, and why
we have felt led to bring his account back into active circulation.

CALL TO REMEMBER

Above all, a review of historical events gives us an opportunity to trace
God’s hand at work, to see evidences of His loving care. This builds faith, and
teaches us the lessons of the past, both positive and negative. It reviews the
Scriptural foundations of our church, and reveals the sacrificial spirit of our
pioneers. It recalls our spiritual roots. As Brother Loughborough stated on
p- 28, “If it was good for Israel to call to remembrance the leadings of the
Lord with them, is it not good also for us? In ecstasy the psalmist again says,

‘Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all His benefits.”

A SpeciAL TiME IN HisTORY

'The years of the founding of the Seventh-day Adventist work was one
of the special times in history. At least three criteria of such come to mind.

(1) When a major prophecy is being fulfilled. Usually such an event is not
widely nor fully discerned at the time. It is therefore particularly important
and helpful to look back with the perspective of hindsight to understand
the dimensions of the prophecy—the messages the Lord planned as present
truth for that period in earth’s history.

(2) When foundations are being laid for a special work the Lord plans to do.
In understanding such times it is very important to see the way the pillars
were laid, the evidences from Scripture and the providential events that step
by step led the “pioneers,” those builders called for such a time as that, to
come to a meaningful and logical conviction as to the message and the mis-
sion committed to them by God.

(3) When major transitions in the anti-typical, real sanctuary service occur.
Since God’s way “is in the sanctuary” (Psalm 77:13), it is critical to understand
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and follow by faith what God is doing to handle the sin problem. Particularly
helpful in this is the parallel between the preceding major transition and the one
in the Advent awakening. The Lord would have us reflect on what happened at
the move from the courtyard to the holy place (from Calvary to the Ascension),
and how the godly people of that time initially misunderstood what occurred,
and thereby experienced a very trying disappointment, but finally came to see
their place in the unfolding of God’s plan. Their experience shines a light on
that of the believers in 1844 and following, at the transition from the holy place
to the holy of holies (from Intercession to Intercessory Judgment).

All three of the above criteria we see in the founding period outlined
in Brother Loughborough’s account. We desire to grasp and partake of the
same spirit of those who sought for truth “as for hid treasure,” found it, and
committed all to its proclamation.

AFFIRMING THE SPIRIT OF PROPHECY

Another reason for republishing Loughborough’s testimony is to afhirm
again in our day the historical and Biblical role of Ellen White’s ministry as
a writer, speaker, and recipient of the Spirit’s special gift, to which he referred
in his preface.

EYEWITNESS ACCOUNT OF THE FOUNDING TRUTHS

Evidence points to at least three reasons Ellen White gave instruction
some 90 years ago to make this book widely available, and to review and repub-
lish the words and accounts of those who had laid the foundations of the work.
(1) These eyewitnesses were dying, and their personal, verbal testimonies were
thus being silenced. (2) The increasing thousands who were joining the church
with no personal knowledge of either the founding events or founding persons
would lead to a church ignorant of its God-ordained roots. (3) The testing
ministries of heresies would try the church, particularly in its blinded condi-
tion as evidenced in, and resultant from, the Minneapolis experience. Thus the
confidence of many in the fact that the Lord had ever led in this movement
would be sorely tried in many, varied, and subtle ways. It would be critical that
the evidences of His hand at work be clearly and strongly recounted.

NOTES ON APPENDIX A
The questioning, doubting ignorance of those who were not eyewit-
nesses was seen in Brother Loughborough’s own lifetime. One such example
provided the impetus for him to write what is here given as the Appendix
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A, Some Individual Experience. We sense it a privilege and duty to be able
to include his response in this edition, this being the first time it has been
published. We were made aware of its existence by a reference to it in L.
E. Froom’s booklet Finding the Lost Prophetic Witnesses. We quote Froom’s
description of the history of the manuscript which forms Appendix A:
“Another valuable accession was a large typewritten manuscript
pecked out by J. N. Loughborough on an old Blick telegraph type-
writer, all in capitals. It was his answer, prepared in 1918 shortly
before his death, to the charges of lies, distortion, and inaccuracy
hurled by certain critics a short time before against his earlier books
concerning the beginnings of the Advent Movement. When offered
for publication to one of our publishing houses, it was obviously not
of sufficient general interest to warrant issuance. It was accordingly
returned to the author.
“In his advancing years Elder Loughborough gave it to H. A. Wash-
burn, then professor of history at Pacific Union College, who valued
it and preserved it. One day the professor’s cottage burned to the
ground, and with it went his fine library. The few books he had left
were on his desk at the college. Among them was this manuscript,
entitled Some Experiences. At the close of my first series of lectures
on the Millerite Movement, which I had been asked to give at the
opening of the Advanced Bible School held that year at Pacific Union
College, Professor Washburn brought the manuscript and placed
it in my hands with the observation, ‘Now I understand why this
manuscript should be one of the few things preserved from my entire
library by being on my desk in the college. God wanted it kept for this
use. Put it in the Advent Source Collection.”—pp. 48, 49.

THE COOPERATION OF THE LORD WiTH HUMANITY

Understanding something of the nature of mankind as evidenced in
our own hearts, we are acutely aware of the earthen vessels the Lord has ever
had with which to work. We present this book to bolster faith in how the
Lord has worked, not to build a false confidence in the frailty of the humans
through which He sought to accomplish His will. We make no excuses for
any of the ways in which the humanness of these godly men and women may
be revealed to the earnest seeker of truth in this our day, as he reads this book
or any other account of those momentous times. God has ever worked in
cooperation with mankind, in a union of humanity with divinity (Ephesians
2:20). Let us ever listen for His voice, even through the faltering words of

others. “Despise not prophesyings; prove all things; hold fast to that which is
good.” (1 Thessalonians 5:20, 21). (See Selected Messages, Vol. 3, pp. 342-347).
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FounDpING PErIOD THE Focus

We see this booK’s greatest contribution is in answering many questions
(often even unasked) about our founding period and early years. Other ques-
tions that are pertinent to the later experience of the church in the end of the
nineteenth century and since are best covered elsewhere. The messenger of the
Lord has described in the testimonies the condition of the church then, the light
the Lord attempted to bring in 1888, and the consequences, for that time and
for the years extending to our day, of the church’s having rejected that message.

It is important to see the contrast between the delay of the peoples’ expec-
tation, which has been the lot of God’s people through the ages, who hoped
they were near the coming of the Lord but received evidence that it was not
for their time, and the delay of the Lord’s intentions, when as with Israel of old
He brought us as a people to the borders of Canaan and said, “Go in,” and
we entered not in because of unbelief. Let us see where we are, and why we
are here. Let us learn the lessons of our forefathers, recount the blessing and
long-suftering of the Lord, and allow Him to do in and through us what He
was unable to do 100 years ago.

(See Appendix C)

CHALLENGE TO CURRENT CHURCH
In Brother Loughborough’s preface he stated that the 100,000 Seventh-
day Adventists that then comprised the church showed an energy and zeal
that made them seem like 2 million. Using the same ratio, could we say now
that our 6 million seem like 120 million? What challenges does his recount-
ing of the early years bring to the church today?

We leave with you some unanswered questions we pray this new edition
will raise:

(1) Where has the “movement” gone?
(2) Has it been true to its foundations?

(3) To what degree can the changes we see in the church since Lough-
borough’s day be explained by changes in society or by the Lord at work
in our midst.

(4) Why are we still here some 150 years after the movement first began
proclaiming the near return of Christ?
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“In reviewing our past history, having traveled over every step of
advance to our present standing, I can say, Praise God! As I see what
the Lord has wrought, I am filled with astonishment, and with confi-
dence in Christ as leader. We have nothing to fear for the future,
except as we shall forget the way the Lord has led us, and His teaching
in our past history.”—Life Sketches of Ellen G. White, p. 196.

“Remove not the ancient landmark, which thy fathers have set.”—

Proverbs 22:28.

'The Adventist Pioneer Library Committee
Loma Linda, California, March 1, 1992.
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CHAPTER 1 — INTRODUCTORY
PN (N

'W'HEN we speak of the second advent of Christ, we are touching a
theme which in reality has been the hope of God’s people since the
expulsion of our first parents from the garden of Eden. In the words to the
serpent, that the seed of the woman should bruise his head, was an assur-
ance that finally a restorer would come, who should defeat the usurpations
of Satan, and accomplish God’s purpose in the earth. The supposition is that
Adam and Eve thought this work would very soon be performed, and that an
immediate descendant from them would be the victor. Yet in God’s plan the
promise of the Saviour from the apparent ruin embraced all that has since
been developed in the carrying out of his “own purpose and grace which was
given us in Christ Jesus before the world began.” !

Had Adam and Eve been given at once a view of the misery and woe
which would fill the world during the long ages intervening between its ruin
and its restoration, their grief would have been unbearable. The God of heaven,
in his tender mercy and compassion, hid this view from them, leaving them to
cherish the fond hope of soon being delivered into the glorious liberty of the
children of God. Entertaining the [22] thought that redemption was near would
naturally incite them to greater earnestness in preparation to meet the event.

In like manner has it been with the people of God in all the genera-
tions since the days of Adam. They were certain that a great and important
event was sometime in the future to occur—that Christ would finally come
and establish his kingdom. They too, like Adam and Eve, believed the event
was near at hand, and, like them, were unconscious of what would transpire
between their own time and the event; otherwise, they might have become
discouraged in pressing toward the mark of the prize.

This thought can be illustrated by the use of events that have occurred
in the way of great discoveries. The men who originated them, although not
aware of it, were actually fulfilling God’s purpose; yet were they animated
with ideas that did not prove to be in all respects in harmony with their own
theories which moved them to action.

! 2 Timothy 1:9
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FAR-REACHING EFreECTS OF COLUMBUS’ DISCOVERIES

Montgomery, in his American History,* edition of 1902, pages 8,9, speak-
ing of the theory that moved Columbus to start out on his voyage, and the
carrying out of his plan of reaching the East Indies by sailing west, says:—

“Columbus thought that he could improve on the King of Portugal’s
project. He felt certain that there was a shorter and better way of
reaching the Indies than the track Diaz had marked out.The plan of the
Genoese sailor [Columbus] was as daring as it was original. Instead of
sailing east, or south and east, he proposed to sail directly west. He had,
as he believed, three good and solid reasons for such an undertaking:
First,in common with the best geographies of his day, Columbus was
convinced that the earth was not flat, as most men supposed, but a
globe. Secondly, he supposed this globe to be much smaller than it is,
and the greater part to be land instead of water. Zhirdly, as he knew
nothing, and surmised [23] nothing, of the existence of the continent
of America or of the Pacific Ocean, he imagined that the coast of Asia
or the Indies was directly opposite Spain and the western coast of
Europe. The entire distance across to Cipango, or Japan, he estimated
would probably not exceed about four thousand miles.

“His plan was this: He would start from Europe; head his ship west-
ward toward Japan, and follow the curve of the globe until it brought
him to what he sought. To his mind it seemed as sure and simple as
for a fly to walk around an apple.

“If successful in the expedition, he would have this immense advan-
tage: He would enter the Indies directly by the front door, instead of
reaching them in a roundabout way, and by a sort of side-entrance, as
the Portuguese must.

“We see that this man, who understood practical mathematics, geog-
raphy, and navigation as well as any one of his day, was right on the first
point,—the shape of the earth,—but utterly wrong on the other two.

A FORTUNATE MISTAKE

“Yet, singularly enough, his errors were in one respect a help to him.
'The mistake that he made in regard to the distance was a most fortu-
nate one. Had Columbus correctly reckoned the size of the globe, and
the true length of such a voyage, he probably would not have sailed,
since he would have seen at once that the proposed Portuguese route
was both far shorter and cheaper. Again, could he have imagined or
in any way foreseen that the American continent lay right across his
path, that, in itself, might not then have induced him to start on a
voyage of discovery, for his object was not to find a new country, but
a new way to an old one.”

? David H. Montgomery, The Leading Facts of American History, 1902 ed., pp. 8, 9.
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THE GReEAT HOPE OF THE AGES
So the people of God, coming down through the ages, have had the hope of
Christ’s coming before them “as an [24] anchor of the soul, both sure and stead-
fast.” 3 Though often mid sorrows and afflictions they in anguish cry out, “How
long, O Lord, before deliverance will come?” yet have they pressed forward, and
like Paul have said and still say, “What is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing?
Are not even ye in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at his coming?” *

PAuL SUSTAINED BY THE HOPE
A few illustrations of the sustaining power of this hope, in this connec-
tion, must suffice. When Paul was arraigned before Felix, and permitted to
speak for himself, he said, “After the way which they call heresy, so worship I
the God of my fathers, believing all things which are written in the law and in
the prophets; and have hope toward God, which they themselves also allow,
that there shall be a resurrection of the dead, both of the just and unjust.” ®

In his able plea when brought before Agrippa, Paul said, “Now I stand
and am judged for the hope of the promise made of God unto our fathers;
unto which promise our twelve tribes, instantly serving God day and night,
hope to come. For which hope’s sake, King Agrippa, I am accused of the Jews.
Why should it be thought a thing incredible with you, that God should raise
the dead?” ¢ When at last he was in Rome to appear before Caesar, he said to
the Jews, “For the hope of Israel I am bound with this chain.” ?

Paul spoke freely of that hope in his letter to Titus: “For the grace of
God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, teaching us that, deny-
ing ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and
godly, in this present world, looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious
appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ.” 8

PETER REJOICING IN THE HOPE

Peter speaks of the same hope as follows: “Blessed be the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according [25] to his abundant mercy

3 Hebrews 6:19.

* 1 Thessalonians 2:19.
5 Acts 24:14,15.

¢ Acts 26:6-8.

7 Acts 28:20.

§ Titus 2:11-13.
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hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ
from the dead, to an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth
not away, reserved in heaven for you, who are kept by the power of God
through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. Wherein
ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness
through manifold temptations: that the trial of your faith, being much more
precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be
found unto praise and honor and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ.” ?

GoD’s PURPOSE IN CREATION

The Scriptures reveal the purpose of God in creating the world; and
from the word of prophecy we also learn his plan concerning the future:
“Thus saith the Lord that created the heavens, God himself that formed the
earth and made it; he hath established it, he created it not in vain, he formed
it to be inhabited.” ' When he had formed it, he gave it to man. The psalm-
ist says, “The heaven, even the heavens, are the Lord’s; but the earth hath
he given to the children of men.” ' But when he gave it to man, man was
upright, as expressed by the wise man, “This only have I found, that God hath

made man upright; but they have sought out many inventions.” ?

We read of the Lord’s dealing with the race, that “when he separated the
sons of Adam, he set the bounds of the people according to the number of the
children of Israel,” ¥ that is, according to the number of the true Israel that
shall at last be gathered on the earth as subjects of his future kingdom. It is
expressed by Paul in these words: “God ... hath made of one blood all nations
of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath determined the times
before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation; that they should seek the
Lord, if haply they might feel after him, and find him, though he be not far
from every one of us; for in him we live,and [26] move, and have our being.” **
When this original purpose respecting the earth is carried out, “thy people also
shall be all righteous.” * Again it is said of them in that state, “The inhabitant

° 1 Peter 1:3-7.

10 Tsaiah 45:18.

! Psalm 115:16.

12 Ecclesiastes 7:29.
Deuteronomy 32:8.
4 Acts 17:26-28.

1> Isaiah 60:21.

-
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shall not say, I am sick: the people that dwell therein shall be forgiven their
iniquity.” ¢ That will be the time when “the meek shall inherit the earth; and
shall delight themselves in the abundance of peace.”

CHRiST’S SECOND COMING NOT A FABLE

It is stated in the second epistle of Peter that “we have not followed
cunningly devised fables, when we made known unto you the power and
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eye-witnesses of his majesty. For
he received from God the Father honor and glory, when there came such a
voice to him from the excellent glory, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am
well pleased. And this voice which came from heaven we heard, when we
were with him in the holy mount. We have also a more sure word of proph-
ecy, whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a
dark place, until the day dawn, and the day-star arise in your hearts.” 7

In this scripture the apostle refers to the transfiguration on the mount
as a proof of the second coming of Christ. Previous to this scene our Saviour
had said to his apostles, “There be some standing here, which shall not taste
of death, till they see the Son of man coming in his kingdom” *—as recorded
by Luke, “There be some standing here, which shall not taste of death, till

they see the kingdom of God.” ¥

This promise was literally fulfilled in the transfiguration itself. In this
“vision” on the mount they saw Jesus glorified, as he will appear when he
comes in his kingdom. They saw Elias (Elijah), who was taken to heaven with-
out tasting death, representing those who will be translated—changed from
mortal to immortal—“in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye,” when the
Lord comes. ?° There was also Moses, [27] one who had died, representing
those who will be raised from the dead to meet the Lord. So in this “vision”
they had a view of Christ coming in his kingdom, as he had promised them.

ProPHECY A MORE SURE WORD

Though the apostles had seen this glorious sight on the mount of
transfiguration, and had heard the voice of God’s approval, the apostle Peter

16 Psalm 37:11.

172 Peter 1:16-19

18 Matthew 16:28

19 Luke 9:27

201 Corinthians 15:51, 52
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affirms: “We have a more sure word of prophecy.” By this statement he is not
discounting what they saw and heard on that memorable occasion. They then
heard the voice of God once, but in the great lines of prophecy, extending
down to Christ’s second coming, we have the voice of God oft repeated. In
fact, every definite prophetic prediction fulfilled or recorded in history is the
voice of God to us. It must be in this sense that the word of prophecy is “more
sure.” The Revised Version translates it, “zmade sure.” The prophecy is made
sure by each and every specification fulfilled. Each and every event predicted,
when fulfilled, is an assurance that the remaining events predicted will surely
come to pass.

THE NATURE OF PROPHECY
'The following testimonials from eminent Bible students on the nature

of prophecy are forcible:—

Thomas Newton makes the assertion that “prophecy is history antici-
pated and contracted; history is prophecy accomplished and dilated. Lying
oracles have been in the world; but all the wit and malice of men and devils
cannot produce any such prophecies as are recorded in the Scriptures.”

Sir Isaac Newton testifies that “the giving ear to the prophets is a funda-
mental character of the true church.”

Dr. A. Keith says that “prophecy is equivalent to any miracle, and is of
itself miraculous.... The voice of Omnipotence alone could call the dead from
the tomb,—the voice of Omniscience alone could tell all that lay hid in dark

tuturity, [28] which to man is as impenetrable as the mansions of the dead,—
and both are alike the voice of God.”

Matthew Henry said that “in God’s time, which is the best time, and in
God’s way, which is the best way, prophecy shall certainly be fulfilled. Every
word of Christ is very pure, and therefore very sure.”

THE OBJECT OF PROPHECY
We may learn from the words of Christ to his apostles one object of
the Lord in giving prophecy. Speaking prophetically of the things that would
take place in the career of Judas, he said, “I tell you before it come, that, when
it is come to pass, ye may believe that I am he.” ?!

The Lord says also by the prophet Isaiah, “I am God, and there is none

like me, declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times the

2 John 13:19
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things that are not yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do all
my pleasure.” *

Again, “I have declared the former things from the beginning, and they
went forth out of my mouth, and I showed them; I did them suddenly, and
they came to pass.... I have even from the beginning declared it to thee;
before it came to pass I showed it thee; lest thou shouldest say, Mine idol
hath done them, and my graven image, and my molten image, hath com-
manded them. Thou hast heard, see all this; and will not ye declare it? I have
showed thee new things from this time, even hidden things, and thou didst
not know them. They are created now, and not from the beginning; even
before the day when thou heardest them not, lest thou shouldest say, Behold,
I knew them.” #

From this language the force of prophetic fulfillments as a proof of the
divine origin of prophecy is seen, as well as its being a demonstration of the
power of the Lord above all the gods of the heathen. It is also observed from
these words that prophecy occupies a very important place in the Scriptures
[29] of truth. These facts being true, it is surprisingly strange that so many
people give little or no attention to the study of the prophetic portions of the
Sacred Scriptures.

PrOPHECY NOT SEALED
The uninformed say they are unlearned, and therefore cannot under-
stand the prophecies. On the other hand, many of the educated, and some
of them among the ministry, say: “The prophecies are sealed, and cannot be
understood. We all know that the book of Revelation is a sealed book.”

In the Revelation, the beloved John was given a special command not to
seal the book. ** Also in this book a blessing is pronounced upon those that “hear
the words of this prophecy, and keep those things which are written therein.” %
How could the things contained in a sea/ed book be kept if they were not, and
could not be, understood? The Lord said by Moses, “The secret things belong
unto the Lord our God; but those things which are revealed belong unto us and
to our children forever, that we may do all the words of this law.” %

22 Tsaiah 46:9, 10

2 Tsaiah 48:3-7

24 Revelation 22:10
% Revelation 1:3

26

Deuteronomy 29:29



26 | The Great Second Advent Movement

That the Lord designed the prophecies of Daniel to be understood is
evident from his words to his disciples respecting them. We read: “When ye
therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the
prophet, stand in the holy place (whoso readeth, let him understand),” % that
virtually says, Understand Daniel the prophet.

The Lord exposes the fallacy of the claim that prophecy cannot be
understood, in these words: “The vision of all is become unto you as the
words of a book that is sealed, which men deliver to one that is learned,
saying, Read this, I pray thee: and he saith, I cannot, for it is sealed: and the
book is delivered to him that is not learned, saying, Read this, I pray thee:
and he saith, I am not learned. Wherefore the Lord said, Forasmuch as this
people draw near me with their mouth, and with their lips do honor me, but
have removed their heart far from me, and their fear toward me is taught
by the precept of men: therefore, behold, I will proceed to do a marvelous
[30] work among this people, even a marvelous work and a wonder: for the
wisdom of their wise men shall perish, and the understanding of their pru-
dent men shall be hid.” *® Had the people to whom the prophet here refers
tollowed the sure word of prophecy, they need not have drifted away from
God’s law, and substituted for his precepts the commandments of men.

PRrROPHECY NOT OF PRIVATE INTERPRETATION

It is not that prophecy has some deep, hidden, mysterious meaning that
so many fail to understand it. The apostle Peter has said of it, “Knowing this
first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation. For
the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man; but holy men of God
spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.” #* It is plainly implied from
this language that what is essential to an understanding of prophecy is the
reception of that spirit which spake through the prophets. Of that spirit,
promised to all who seek it, it is written, “He will guide you into all truth.”

PRrOPHECY FULFILLED
In the study of prophecy there are certain facts that should ever be kept
in mind: God, who is infallible, is the author of prophecy, and when the time
comes for the fulfillment of a prediction, the very event predicted will occur.

27 Matthew 24:15
2 Tsaiah 29:7-14
2 2 Peter 1:20, 21
% John 16:13
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Again, as the Lord, who has power to foresee just what men will do, specifies
a time when a thing will transpire, when that time comes, a true fulfillment
of the prophecy is met. In other words, a false fulfillment of prophecy in the
specified time for the true, is an impossibility. In harmony with this axiom,
we may say, when the Lord’s time comes for his message of truth to be given
to the world, the message makes its appearance every time.

At one time, when the writer had given a discourse on the fulfillment of
prophecy, an infidel who was present came [31] forward and said, “I must con-
gratulate you interpreters of prophecy as being very fortunate. In your study of
history, you seem so readily to find that which exactly fits the prophecy.”“Yes,”
was our reply, “it fits because it was made to fit. If you should go to a glove
store to buy a pair of gloves, would you not expect to find those that would fit
your hand?” He replied, “Of course I would, because they were made to fit.”
“So,” said the writer, “that God who knew just what men would do, made the
predictions concerning them, and when those men come upon the stage of
a