


























ask you?" There 1s the difficulty; men go out preaching the gospel,
and they think if they cannot explain everything that people ask
them 1t 1s going to be a great discredit to their ministry. No, sir. It

will be well for you to acknowledge that there are some
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things even in the Bible that you have not grasped fully yet.

What the Lord asks of you and me 1s stated in 2 Tim. 2:7, and it
is the key of all Bible study; it 1s God's directions for Bible study:
"Consider what I say, and the Lord give thee understanding in all
things." The only things He asks of you and me to consider is what
He says, and if we have to consider it for ten, fifteen, or twenty years
to find out what it means, we will find that it was worth twenty
years of waiting. We need not be disappointed at all. Bear in mind
that the longer you have to consider a text to find out what is in it,
the more 1t will be worth when you get it. So there 1s no place for
discouragement ever. Therefore if I cannot measure the depths of
it, I am going to be glad that it 1s so deep that when I do get it I
shall rejoice as long as I live.

All we have to do in these lessons is to consider what He says,
and depend upon Him to give us the understanding of it. That 13
all. That is all I can do, and everyone that will do that will get more
out of it than the one who does not consider what He says.

Then "their righteousness is of me, saith the Lord." That is what
He says. [Congregation. "Yes."] It is a gift of righteousness; it is a
gift; 1s that so? [Congregation: "Yes."] Now how do we receive a
gift? ""The righteousness 1s of me," He gives it. A free gift. How do
we get it? [Congregation: "By faith."] By faith. By faith. Let us bear
in mind also the definition which we have studied, of what faith is.
Not a satanic belief. That is not faith at all, but a submission of the
will to God, a yielding of the heart to Him, the affections fixed
upon Him--there 1s faith. That is God's idea of faith. And when we
read of faith and get His word of belief which He has spoken in
His word--that is what He means.

Mark this: It is received by faith. It 1s known by faith. But let us
read the text and see that it 1s so. Rom. 1:17. The 16th verse is
talking about the gospel. "For therein 1s the righteousness . . .



revealed from faith to faith." What alone can obtain it, then?
[Congregation: "Faith."] Not from faith to works, but from faith to
Jaith. But what 1s faith? Submission of the will to Him; yielding of
the heart to Him, the affections fixed upon Him. That is surrender
of self and takes what God says as the fact; in other words, faith 1s
simply this: that when God says a thing and you and I read it, we
say, "that 1s so." That is faith.

Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. Rom.
10:17. What is the source of faith, then? [Congregation: "The
Word of God."] How does faith come to us? [Congregation: "By
hearing the word of God."] Faith comes to us by the word of God.
That 1s the source, the fountain of faith. Then when that word 1s
read, you yield to that and say, ""That is so." I take that as it says;
with no attempt to explain it even to myself. I take it as God says it;
I receive it just as He says 1t; I rest upon it just as He says it; He
giving me understanding of it--then I want to know whether I do
not receive in that word and from it just what He has in it to give to
me. Assuredly. That also precludes our getting any thread of
human invention into it.

Then 1t 1s of faith. It comes by faith. We receive it that way.
Then don't you see that with the man who does not understand
and begins to question righteousness by faith alone, the trouble is
that his soul is not submitted to God, his heart is not yielded to
God, the affections are not fixed upon Him? That 1s the difficulty.
All the trouble that ever comes to anybody in this world over
justification by faith is in the heart--in the refusal to submit to
God--and that 1s the carnal mind; as we read the other night, the
carnal mind cannot comprehend it--does not know it.

Now let us turn to the third chapter of Romans, and begin
reading with the 20th verse. "Therefore by the deeds of the law
there shall no flesh be justified in his sight." Justified i1s made
righteous, so whenever we read it here, you can just put the words,
"made righteous," there instead, and you have the same thing
always. "For by the law 1s the knowledge of sin. But now the
righteousness of God without the law 1s manifested, being
witnessed by the law and the prophets, even the righteousness of



God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them
that believe," and then do their best? [Congregation: "No, sir, 'for
there 1s no difference."'] Unto all and upon all them that belzeve, for
there 1s no difference, for all have sinned and come short of the
glory of God.

Now the verse I am after:-

"Being justified" (made righteous) how? [Congregation:
"Freely."] "Being made righteous freely." Is it so? [Congregation:
"Yes."| Is it so? [Congregation: "Amen."] Let us thank the Lord
that 1t 1s so. Let us take it right now. [Congregation: "Amen."|
"Being made righteous freely by his grace." Now let us stop here
with that word "grace" and turn over to Rom. 11:6, where we read
as follows, "And if’ by grace, then it 1s no more of works: otherwise
grace 18 no more grace." And when grace is no more grace what in
the world then are the people in this world going to do? When the
grace of God is gone what are we going to do? [Voice: "We would
be gone too."] Yes. Brethren, let us submit. Let us submit. "But if it
be of works, then it 1s no more grace; otherwise work is no more

work." A man's
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works 1s all gone if there are no more works. Don't you see, then,
what becomes of a man who takes that course?

Now Romans 3:24: "Being justified freely by his grace through
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: whom God hath set forth to
be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his
righteousness." Whose righteousness? [Congregation: "God's."]
God has set forth who to declare it? [Congregation: "Christ."] Yes.
"For the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of
God; to declare, I say, at this time." When 1s that? [Congregation:
"Now."] Is that right now, just now, tonight? [Congregation: "Yes."]
Just now, four minutes of nine o'clock? [Congregation: "Yes."| Hs
righteousness? [Congregation: "Yes."] To you? [Congregation:
"Yes."| Thank the Lord. "For the remission of sins that are past,
through the forbearance of God, to declare I say at this time." Will
you go out of this house realizing that? I want to ask, if any man
goes out of this house without that what in the world is the matter?



[Voice: "Unbelief."] Who is to blame? [Voice: "The man himself."]
Then let us not do it. The Lord wants us to receive the latter rain.
And shall we ask for it, and then when it comes not take 1t as He
gives 1t because it does not come quite as we thought it would
come. It is none of your business how it comes. It is for Him to give
it, and for us to have discernment to see that it 1s He who gives it.

"To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness; that he might be
just." That He might be righteous. Oh He is all right then; it is not
going to tangle Him; it is not going to disgrace Him. "That he
might be just and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus." And
when God justifies I want to know what business in the world
anybody has to condemn. He does it; He 1s able to do it; He has
fixed the thing so He can do it and be just all the time--be just in the
doing of it. Well then let us let Him have His own way. The law of
God 1s satisfied. Let us be delighted. [Congregation: "Amen."] I
can tell you when I found out that in the doing of this the Lord was
justified and that the law of God was satisfied, I was delighted.

Now we will read right on: "Where 1s boasting then? It 1s
excluded. By what law? of works? Nay, but by the law of faith.
Therefore we conclude that a man 1s justified [made righteous]| by
faith without the deeds of the law." Is that a right conclusion?
[Congregation: "Yes."| Now is it? [Congregation: "Yes."] Who
drew 1t? Whose conclusion is it? [Congregation: "Yes."] Whose
conclusion i1s it? [Congregation: "God's."| Let us let Him have His
own way. Is not He able to argue straight? "What shall we say then
that Abraham our father, as pertaining to the flesh, hath found? For
if Abraham were justified by works, he hath whereof to glory, but
not before God." What good 1s a man's glorying then if he cannot
glory before God? We want something to glory in, when the
heavens split open and the face of God shines into the hearts of
men. We want something that we can glory in just then. I tell you
God gives us something that we can do it with, too, and that 1s His
own righteousness.

"For what saith the Scripture? Abraham beliecved God and it was
counted unto him for righteousness." What does that say?
Abraham believed God and it it i-t, what? [Congregation: "Faith."]



It, what? [Congregation: "Believed God."| His believing God--
what did that amount to? [Congregation: "Righteousness."] Who
counted it to him for righteousness? [Congregation: "God."] Well,
did God make a mistake? [Congregation: "No."] Whether we
understand it or not, the Lord did it, and He did right in doing it.
He was perfectly just. He said so. We were not in the doing of it;
we did not have the plan to lay. We could not have done it if we
had tried anyway. Let us let Him have His own way, I say again,
brethren, and when we let Him have His own way and we are in
His own way; it will be all right, and we need not be a bit afraid.

What was
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counted to Abraham for righteousness? He believed God, and God
said, "You are righteous, Abraham. "Now that is said three times in
that little short space. What was it that was counted to him for
righteousness? His believing God. It, i-t, it.

"Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace
but of debt. But to him that worketh not"--Is that what it says?
[Congregation: "Yes."] Did the Lord say it that way?
[Congregation: "Yes."| "But believeth on him that justifieth the
ungodly." But that is the Laodicean message again--miserable and
poor and blind and naked. That is the kind of people that the Lord
justifies. "His faith 1s counted to him for righteousness." The
ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness. What is counted to
him? [Congregation: "His faith for righteousness."| And that 1s
believing that God 1is justifying ungodly men? Will that bring
righteousness to a man? [Congregation: "Yes."| To confess that he
is ungodly and then believe that God makes that kind of man
righteous. Yes, indeed.

I cannot tell how; I cannot understand it. I know it 1s so, and I
am so glad that it is so that I do not care whether I ever find out
how or not. The Lord wants us to have what He gives. Let us take
it. The time has expired, and we will begin right there again. But
do not forget what was counted to Abraham for righteousness, and
"1f we be Christ's," then are we "Abraham's seed."



THE THIRD ANGEL'S MESSAGE - 16
A.T. Jones

I received a letter a little while ago from Brother Starr in
Australia. I will read two or three sentences because they come in
well just at this place in our lessons:

"Sister White says that we have been in the time of the latter
rain since the Minneapolis meeting."

That is just what we have found in our own study of these
lessons, 1s it not? Brethren, how much longer is the Lord going to
wait before we will receive 1t? He has been trying these four years
to have us receive the latter rain. How much longer 1s He going to
wait before we receive 1t? Now this subject will join right on to
Brother Prescott's and his talk is simply the beginning of mine, and
what he called upon every one here to do is what every one should
have done four years ago.

And the fact of the matter 1s, something is going to be done.
Those who will seek the Lord that way, who will receive His
message that way, will get what He wants to give. Those who will
not do that will be left to themselves, and when that 1s done 1t will
be forever. And that is the fearfulness of the situation at this
meeting; that 1s what lends to this meeting its fearful character. The
danger is that there will be some here who have resisted this for
four years or perhaps who have not resisted it that long, who will
now fail to receive it as the Lord gives it and will be passed by. A
decision will be made by the Lord, by ourselves in fact, at this
meeting. On which side are you going to be found?

Here 1s another word that teaches the same point that we had
last night in our lesson, to receive the word of God just as it is, just
as He says it, with no question of our own. Brother Starr says that
he was talking with Sister White one day about the angels at Mt.
Sinai at the giving of the law, and he says this:

"She saw that the angels, ten thousand times ten thousand, and
thousands of thousands, surrounded the people of God as they
assembled around the mountain, and all above them, thus making
a great living tabernacle from which every evil angel was excluded
that not one word that was to come from the voice of Jesus should



be altered in any mind or one suggestion of doubt or evil to a soul
be made."

Now that 1s what we want here. [Congregation: "Amen."| What
we want right here 13 for each one to just put up his own prayer
himself, for himself, to the Lord to cover us with such a canopy as
that at this Institute that when the words of the Lord are read not
one word shall be altered in any mind from just what God speaks
and that not one suggestion of doubt or evil shall come to a single
soul, but that we, each one, may receive just what the Lord says in
His own way, as He says it and as /e means it.

Then further from Brother Starr:-

"In a late testimony to an individual here, Sister White was
forbidden to send it to him in writing but to read it personally, for
the reason that evil angels are at work substituting words for those that
are written. Other words are pronounced in his ears and he gets a
meaning just opposite from that designed of God."

Well if’ that man needs that, is he the only one in the world that
needs 1t? If Satan is working that way, 1s he going to confine himself
to Australia? Then don't you and I need to have our ears anointed

as well as our eyes, that we may hear? And does
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not that word of Jesus, "Take heed how ye hear," come to us?

Then another instance there: A brother had been carried away
by connection with secret societies and had gone through with
them until he was about ready to take the highest degree.

A testimony came for him. God presented his case to her as a
man just upon the brink of a precipice to whom it was dangerous
to call out even. Sister White asked the Lord what she could do for
him, and as she prayed, the angel said, "Give him the pass word.
Give him the pass word into the heavenly society, 'Jesus Christ and
Hum crucified.

What is the pass word into the heavenly society? [Congregation:
"Jesus Christ and Him crucified."] That is the only thing that you
and I have any business to know anything about. That i1s His
message to the world, "Jesus Christ and Him crucified"; that is the
passport.



Now turn again to Romans 4th chapter. We want to read of the
righteousness of God and while we read of this righteousness of
God, we want to receive it just as the Lord has spoken it. Don't
forget now, we want that canopy of angels over us and around us,
that no word may be perverted to our understanding. We want to
receive it just as he gave it.

"What shall we say then that Abraham our father, as pertaining
to the flesh, hath found? For if Abraham were justified by works, he
hath whereof to glory; but not before God. For what saith the
scripture? Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for
righteousness." What was it that was counted unto Abraham for
righteousness? [Congregation: "He believed God."] When God
said a thing, Abraham believed it. He said "that 1s so." What was it
that the Lord said to him? Let us turn and read, because that 1s
important to us. Gen. 15:4-6. "And, behold the word of the Lord
came unto him, saying, This shall not be thine heir; but he that
shall come forth out of thine own bowels shall be thine heir. And
he brought him forth abroad and said, Look now toward heaven
and tell the stars, if thou be able to number them: and he said unto
him, so shall thy seed be. And he believed in the Lord and he
counted it unto him for righteousness."

Now do you believe that Abraham became righteous in just that
way? [Congregation: "Yes."] Honestly now, do you?
[Congregation: "Yes, sir."] Do you know he did? [Congregation:
"Yes."] The Lord called Abraham out and said, Look at the stars
and tell the number of them, so shall thy seed be. Abraham said,
"Amen." That 1s the Hebrew, Abraham said, "Amen." And the
Lord said, "You are right."

"Now do you know that it was as simple a transaction as that?
Was 1t just like calling you and me out of this tabernacle and the
Lord saying to us, See the stars? Tell the stars if thou be able to
number them. Yes, so shall such and such be. And we say, "Amen."
And He should say, "You are righteous." Suppose the Lord called
you and me out tonight. No, He can do it without calling us out.
He called Abraham out doors to show him the stars, but He can
show us sins without calling us out doors. Has He shown you a



great many sins? Has He? [Congregation: "Yes."] Now He says, If
thou be able to number them, 'they shall be white as snow." What
do you say? [Congregation: "Amen."] Then what does the Lord
say? [Congregation: "You are righteous."] Are you? [Voice: "Yes."]
Do people become righteous as easy as that? Is it as simple a
transaction as that? [Congregation: "Yes."] Amen. Thank the Lord!
Now let us turn again to the 4th of Romans and get the particular
verse where this 1s told. Rom. 4:23, 24: "Now it was not written for
his sake alone, that it was imputed to him, but for us also, to whom
shall be imputed, it we believe on him that raised up Jesus our Lord from
the dead."

Some of the brethren were saying this morning in the social
meeting that last night they felt as though they would like to praise
the Lord out loud, but they thought they had better not. "Quench
not the Spirit." If you want to praise the Lord for anything, the
Lord tells you to do it. We might as well start here as any other
time to have Seventh-day Adventists praise the Lord or say, "Praise
the Lord" in meeting. We might as well start that here as anywhere.

What the Lord said to Abraham, Abraham believed. And what
He says to you and me, you and I believe, then we get the same
results. It 1s not some particular thing that the Lord says, that we
must believe in order to be righteous; whatever he says, believe it, and
then he says, "you are right."

I would like to know whether it is not so, that when the Lord
says a thing He 1s right? [Congregation: "Yes."] Then when I say
that 1s so, am I not right? [Congregation: "Yes."| What in the world
hinders me from being right? Can you tell? I will say it again:
When the Lord says a thing, 1s he right? [Congregation: "Yes."] He
us right in saying it; then when I say "that is so"; when I say "Amen";
when I say "be it so"; when I say "yes, that 1s so," then am I not
right? Yes. Am I not right just as certainly as He 1s? Certainly. Can

even He say I am
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wrong? [Congregation: "No."| He says a thing, and I say the same
thing; can He say I am wrong? [Congregation: "No."] When you
say the same thing, can He say that you are wrong? [Congregation:



"No."] Well then, when we are in such a situation that the Lord
Himself cannot say that you and I are wrong, I would like to know
what in the world is the reason we are not right? And believing
God puts us 1n just that situation, as He did Abraham. I would like
to know what can keep us out of heaven then? What can keep us
out of the kingdom of God then?

The only thing that can keep you and me out of the kingdom of
God 1s to tell the Lord that He lies, and 1if you and I will stop that
business we will get into heaven all right. That is just what people
need to do, to stop telling the Lord that He lies. "He that believeth
not God hath made him a lar." But whoever would make God a
liar 1s a liar himself, and liars cannot get into the kingdom of God.
"Without are liars" and all those other people referred to in Rev.
21:8, 27, and 22:15. Then the thing we want to do 1s to stop lying.
Let us quit right now. Stop lying. No difference what the Lord says,
you say, ""That 1s so."

Don't you see this is the whole story and the very idea that
Brother Haskell was trying hard to inculcate upon us here in our
lessons, that there is salvation in every line of the Scriptures. For
God says it, doesn't He? Well, when God says it, and we say it, then
we are righteous, that is the end of it. God said that to Abraham:;
Abraham said, "Amen, that 1s so, I take that." So this shows that
there 1s salvation in every line of the Scriptures, in everything God
says.

Romans fourth chapter tells more about what Abraham said, or
rather what he thought. Rom. 4:20-22: "He staggered not at the
promise of God through unbelief, but was strong in faith giving
glory to God: and being fully persuaded that, what he had
promised he was able to perform. And therefore it was imputed to
him for righteousness." Now as I read last night without reference
to the third chapter of Romans, that Christ was set forth to be a
propitiation for sin that is past. "Whom God hath set forth to be a
propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness
for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of
God: To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness; that he might
be just and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus." The



thought 1s, that God is righteous in the doing of it; this is sufficient;
He has met every demand. He 1s perfectly able, then, to justify the
believer in Jesus, is He not? He 1s perfectly able to make the man
righteous who believes in Jesus. He has promised to do that for
every one who will believe 1n Jesus: Well, do you believe He 1s able
to perform what He has promised? Has he not promised to do
that? [Congregation: "Yes."|] Do you believe He 1s able to perform
what He has promised? [Congregation: "Amen."| Is He?
[Congregation: "Yes."] Amen. Therefore it is imputed to you for
righteousness. [Congregation: "Thank the Lord." That is all the story.
[Congregation: "Praise the Lord."]

The story 1s simple enough, the mischief of it is though that we
allow so much of Satan's devices to get in to mystify it. That is the
mischief of it. He does not want that; He wants it to be just as
simple as He has told it, and He has told it so simply that a little
child can understand it and receive it. And you who do not receive
it as a little child, cannot receive it. So I say again, that it 1s no
difference what God says or when He says it; whatever He says, we,
like Abraham, say, "Amen. Lord, I believe that; that is so." Then
He says you are right. And you are right, too.

Let us read on now, in Romans 4:3-5: "For what saith the
scripture? Abraham believed God and it was counted unto him for
righteousness. Now to him that worketh 1s the reward not reckoned
of grace but of debt. But to him that worketh not but believeth on
him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith 1s counted for
righteousness." Believeth on him that justifieth who?
[Congregation: "The ungodly."] Who 1s it, in this world, that the
Lord justifies? [Congregation: "The ungodly."] The ungodly. I am
glad of it, for that assures me everlasting salvation. If it were
otherwise there would be no hope for me. If God justified people
who were only half saints that would leave me out. If He justified
people who had only one good thing, that would leave me out. If
He justified people who had only a little good about them, that
would leave me out. But thank the Lord, He is so good, He loves me
so much; He has such wondrous power;, the divine power of His
righteousness 1s so great, that when He pronounces that word upon



such a corrupt sinner as I am it makes me through and through
righteous in the sight of God. [Congregation: "Amen."] That 1s the
worth of God's word "righteousness."

And because He 1s so good; because there is such divine power
in His righteousness and because He justifies the ungodly;
therefore, I have the perfect security of His everlasting salvation.
Then what in the world 1s going to keep me from being glad? Can
you imagine anything that is going to keep me from being glad?
Can you imagine anything that is going to keep you from being
glad? It is not enough for me to be glad; I want you to be glad; I
can attend to my part of it. [Voice: "I am glad."] Amen.

"To him that worketh not." Yes, if it required works I could not
do enough. If there was anything at all required it would leave me

out. But Oh,
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as we read the other night, ye have "sold yourself for naught" and
"ye are redeemed without money." But not without a price. But lo,
He has paid the price. And the blessing of it 1s that He was rich
enough to pay the price and the other blessing is He was good
enough to spend all His riches in paying the price that He might
have me. He can have me.

I have heard brethren say, "I thank the Lord I have confidence
in him." I thank the Lord He has confidence in me. I think it is
little enough for a man, for whom the Lord does that much, to have
confidence in the Lord, but to think that the Lord would make such
a wondrous investment in me with the confidence of ever getting
the worth of 1it; His confidence in me 1 cannot grasp. That is too
wonderful for me. And I am thankful that the Lord had that much
confidence in His risk upon me. For that reason I am so glad I don't
know what else to do. Brethren, the Lord 1s good. [Congregation:
"Amen."| Then let us trust Him.

"Even as David also describeth the blessedness of the man'"?
Well, I should say so. I should say so. The blessedness of the man
"unto whom God imputeth righteousness without works." Brethren,
do you know the blessedness of that man? Or are there some in this
house who know only the distressedness of that man, who tries to



get 1t by works? There 1s no blessedness of that kind; the Bible does
not describe any blessedness of that kind. That is all distressedness
only and you know it. But God describes the blessedness of the
man to whom God imputeth righteousness without works saying,
"O the blessedness of the man." That is the way David said it in his
own language, but in ours it is translated simply "Blessed 1s the
man." O the blessedness of the man whose iniquities are forgiven,
and whose sins are covered.

There is a blessedness to that man; I tell you there is. O the
blessedness of the man to whom He will not impute sin. To whom
the Lord will not impute sin, because that man has received the gift
of Jesus Christ, and all that God has given in Him, and when He
looks at that man, He sees Jesus Christ; He does not impute sin to
that man at all. Oh the blessedness of the man to whom the Lord
will not impute sin!

"Cometh this blessedness then upon the circumcision only, or
upon the uncircumcision also? For we say that faith was reckoned
to Abraham for righteousness." Three times, you see, there inside
of nine verses, three times the Lord has said it over, Faith counts for
righteousness. Look at it. "Abraham believed God and it was
counted unto him for righteousness"; ""To him that believeth on
him that justifies the wungodly, his faith 1s counted for
righteousness." "We say that faith was reckoned to Abraham for
righteousness." Brethren, let us do like Abraham did; let us say
"Amen." [Congregation: "Amen."] Counting that what God has
promised He 1s able to perform. [Congregation: "Amen."] And
then thank the Lord that He imputes to us righteousness and
makes us free.

"How was 1t then reckoned? When he was in circumcision or in
uncircumcision?" Did not he have to go and circumcise himself
and all his house before he could be righteous? [Congregation:
"No, sir."| "When he was in circumcision or in uncircumcision?
Not 1n circumcision but in uncircumcision." When he was a
Gentile. Is that so? [Congregation: "Yes, sir."| Before he was
circumcised? "And he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of
the righteousness" that he had? [Congregation: "Righteousness of the



Jaith which he had."] Doesn't it say, he received the sign of
circumcision, a seal of the righteousness which he had?
[Congregation: "No. 'A seal of the righteousness of the faith which
he had.""] Yes, sir. Yes, sir. "He received the sign of circumcision, a
seal of the righteousness of the faith which he
had." [Congregation: "Amen!"| A seal of the righteousness of the
faith which he had, not the righteousness that he had, because the
righteousness that he had came by the faith that he had.

"And he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the
righteousness of the faith which he had yet being uncircumcised,
that he might be the father of all them that believe, though they be
not circumcised." Is that you? Father of all them that beliecve God.
[Congregation: "Amen."| All them that believe. Is that so?
[Congregation: "Yes, sir."] That righteousness might be imputed
unto them also. He is the father of all them that believe, what for?
"That righteousness might be imputed unto them also." Come
along, then. "Father of all them that believe." No wonder he could
not count them. Only the mind of God could count the seed of
Abraham. They are indeed numberless as the stars, but lo, of the
stars 1t 1s said, "He calleth them all by their names," and he 1s able
to number us, he knows us by name, and the blessing of it 1s, he 1s
going to give us a new name. I tell you, brethren, the Lord loves us.
Indeed He does.

"For the promise, that he should be the heir of the world, was
not to Abraham, or to his seed, through the law, but through the
righteousness of faith." Is that so? [Congregation: "Yes."] "For if they
which are of the law be heirs, faith is made void, and the promise
made of none effect: because the law worketh wrath." Does it?

[Congregation: "Yes."|
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Does it now? [Congregation: "Yes."| Then how much
righteousness 1s any man going to get out of the law?
[Congregation: "None."] That 1s not what the law is for; "the law
worketh wrath."

"For where no law is, there is no transgression. Therefore it 1s of
faith, that it might be by grace; to the end the promise might be sure."



Oh! The Lord wants His promise to be sure to us, does He? And in
order that it might be sure to us, where did He put 1t? Therefore it
1s of faith, that it might be by grace; to the end the promise might be
sure." Look now; think of that carefully. I will say it slowly.
"Therefore it 1s of faith, that it might be by grace. The word "that" 1s
what I am after. What does it mean? In order that, just this way,
"That it might be by grace." Then it i1s of grace, 1s 1it?
[Congregation: "Yes."| It 1s of faith, that it might be by grace, what
for? "That it might be sure." Then he who receives anything from
God by faith, he 1s the man that is sure of that thing, isn't he?
[Congregation: "Yes."|] And he who thinks of getting anything from
God in any other way than by faith, never can be sure that he has it,
because in fact he does not have it at all. Do you see that?
[Congregation: "Yes."| Let us act that way.

"Therefore it 1s of faith, that it might be by grace; to the end the
promise might be sure /% all." Good. [Congregation: "Amen."] To
all. To all. ""To the end the promise might be sure to all the seed; not
to that only which 1s of the law, but to that also which 1s of the faith
of Abraham; who is the Father of us all (as it 1s written, I have
made thee a father of many nations), before him whom he
believed, even God, who quickeneth the dead, and calleth those
things which be not as though they were." What does he do?
[Congregation: "Quickeneth."] What does He do? [Congregation:
"Makes alive."] Giveth life unto the dead. "Calling those things that
be not as though they were." When He calls a thing that is not as
though it were, then s 1t? [Congregation: "Yes."] Did not He do
that when He made the worlds? There were no worlds; He called
them; what then? [Congregation: "They were."] There was no
light; He called the light; "there was light."

In me 1s no righteousness; here 1s all ungodliness; here is all
uncleanness; God has set forth that same One who declared the
word and the worlds came and who declared the word "light," and
light came--He has set forth that same One to declare
righteousness in place of this body of sin. [Congregation: "Praise
the Lord."] In this place, this body, this character of sin, He calls
that which 1s not as though it were, and, thank the Lord, it is.



[Congregation: "Amen."| In this place which 1s all uncleanness he
has set forth that blessed One to declare holiness and He calls this
thing which 1s not as though it were, and, thanks be to His almighty
power, it 1s. [Congregation: "Amen."] And I am glad of it. "Calleth
those things which be not as though they were." A sinner is not
righteous; the ungodly are ungodly; but God calls that which is not,
as though i1t were and it is. [Congregation: "Amen."] It is.

"Who against hope believed in hope, that he might become the
father of many nations, according to that which was spoken, so
shall thy seed be. And being not weak in faith, he considered not
his own body now dead, when he was about a hundred years old,
neither yet the deadness of Sarah's womb: he staggered not at the
promise of God through unbelief; but was strong in faith, giving
glory to God and being fully persuaded that what he had promised,
he was able also to perform. And therefore it was imputed to him
for righteousness. Now it was not written for his sake alone that it
was imputed to him but for us also, to whom 1t shall be imputed, if
we believe on him that raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead;
who was delivered for our offenses and was raised again for our
justification." He was raised that we might be justified; raised for
our justification. I am going to let Him accomplish what He was
raised from the dead for. That 1s settled. He knows how to do it,
and He can do 1t, and I am going to let Him.

Now the fifth chapter of Romans:--

"Therefore being justified by faith." What do you say?
[Congregation: "Amen."] Therefore being made righteous, being
justified by faith, "we have peace with God." And I know it, don't
you? We fhave peace with God. He says so. Then it is so. Even
though it were not so. Then it 1s so. Even though it were not so, it is
so after he calls those things that be not as though they were. We
cannot understand it, but we can know it. I know it, and that 1s all I
care to do.

"Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ: by whom also we have access by
faith into this grace. How did we get into this grace? By faith. We
have it, thank the Lord. "Wherein we stand." Do we stand there



indeed? [Congregation: "Yes."] He says so; it 1s so, isn't it? He says
so, and it 1s so. He says we stand there, and we do, thank the Lord.
"Wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God." Don't
we? He says we rejoice, and we do. Because when He says we do,
He is right, and we say, "Amen," and then we are right. "And not
only so, but we glory in tribulations also." Tribulations will come
along as easy as can be, but they will not amount to anything
against us. "For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are

not worthy to be compared to the
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glory that shall be revealed"--not t us only but " us," which shall
be a part of us. That is how we shall shine as the sun in the

kingdom of our Father.
CHART

Well, that 1s the righteousness of God; that is how Abraham
received it. What 1s the blessing of Abraham, then? What 1s it?
[Congregation: "Righteousness by faith."] How did he get it?
[Congregation: "By faith."] The blessing of Abraham is not
received except by that man who has righteousness by faith; is that
so? [Congregation: "Yes, sir."]

Now the text that Brother Prescott just read. I do not care if he
did read it; it comes into my lesson as well as his, and it 1s all one
lesson anyway. Gal. 3:13,14: "Christ hath redeemed us from the
curse of the law." Has He? He says He has, then He has. "Christ
hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for
us, for it 1s written, Cursed is everyone that hangeth on a tree, that
the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through Jesus
Christ."

Why did Christ become a curse on the tree? That the blessing of
Abraham might come on you and me. Why did He redeem us
from the curse of the law? That the blessing of Abraham might
come on you and me. What is the blessing of Abraham?
[Congregation: "Righteousness by faith."] Christ died that you and
I might be made righteous by faith. Brethren, isn't it awful when a



man will rob Christ of the very thing for which He died and want
righteousness in some other way? Isn't it awful? Brethren, let us
believe in Jesus Christ.

"That the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles
through Jesus Christ." Now then we are redeemed from the curse
of the law; Christ is made a curse for us, that the blessing of
Abraham might come upon us. And what does that come upon us
for? "That we might recewe the promase of the Spirit through faith."

Then when we as a people, we as a body, we as a church, have
received the blessing of Abraham, what then? [Congregation:
"The latter rain."] The outpouring of the Spirit. It is so with the
individual. When the individual believes in Jesus Christ and obtains
the righteousness which is by faith, then the Holy Spirit, which 1s
the circumcision of the heart is received by Him. And when the
whole people, as a church, receive the righteousness of faith, the
blessing of Abraham, then what is to hinder the church from
receiving the Spirit of God? [Congregation: "Nothing."] That is
where we are. What 1s to hinder, then, the outpouring of the Holy
Spirit? What holds back the outpouring of the Holy Ghost? [Voice:
"Unbelief."] Our lack of the righteousness of God, which 1s by
faith--that is what holds it back, for when that is received, it is given
in order that we may receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.
Then let us be sure we have the blessing of Abraham and then ask
and we shall receive.

THE THIRD ANGEL'S MESSAGE - 17
A.T. Jones

The last verse that we had before us in the previous lesson was
in the third chapter of Galatians, verses 13 and 14. Now whether
that be the promise of the Spirit to the individual in his own
individual experience, or the promise of the Spirit in its outpouring
on the whole church, 1t is all the same. Nobody can have it without
having the blessing of Abraham first. Whoever has not the blessing
of Abraham cannot have the Holy Spirit. Because we read in Rom.
4, "He received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness
of the faith which he had yet being uncircumcised." What



circumcision really 1s, you will find by turning to the 30th chapter
of Deuteronomy and the 6th verse:

"And the Lord thy God will circumcise thine heart, and the
heart of thy seed to love the Lord thy God with all thine heart and
with all thy soul that thou mayest live." Now, put right with that
Rom. 5:5. After telling that we are justified by faith and that "we
have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ: By whom also
we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and
rejoice in the hope of the glory of God"; then he says, (verse 5):
"And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God 1s shed
abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us." Now,
unto us, the Holy Ghost sheds abroad in the heart the love of God;
but he said here, I "will circumcise thine heart . . . to love the Lord
thy God with all thine heart, and with all the soul." The only way
that we can love the Lord with all the heart and with all the soul, 1s
by the love of God implanted in the heart and in the soul,
converting the person to God. And "love is the fulfilling of the law."

To "love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy
soul, and with all thy mind," and "with all thy strength" is the first
of all the commandments: "And the second i1s like unto it, Thou
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments
hang all the law and the prophets." Circumcision of the heart is
that condition of the heart by which we will "love the Lord" our
God, "with all the heart and with all the soul." Then you see that
that which this circumcision 1n the flesh was to Abraham, was
simply a sign, a token, that they could see in the time when God
was teaching them by object lessons--a token which they could see,
51gn1fy1ng that which they could not see. And therefore, that
circumcision in the flesh being the sign, "a seal of the righteousness
of the faith which he had," before he was circumcised. It was
simply the sign, outwardly, of the work of the Holy Spirit, which
circumcised the heart. The Holy Spirit sheds abroad the love of
God 1in the heart, but no man can receive the promise of the Spirit

who has not the blessing of Abraham--the righteousness of God,
which 1s by faith.



Then, the man who knows that he believes God can ask with
perfect confidence for the Holy Spirit. Not the man who #unks that
he believes God; a part of the time he does, a part of the time he
does not; a part of the time he thinks he does; a part of the time he
does not know whether he does or not. That is not believing God
at all, but the Lord wants you and me to know that we believe God.
He wants us to know that and to have that thing as firmly settled
and fixed as that we live. Then, I say that the man who knows that
he believes God can ask with perfect confidence for the Spirit of
God, and receive it by faith, for "if ye ask, ye shall receive." He said
so. But we must ask according to His will. But it is not according to
His will to give the Holy Spirit to anybody who has not the blessing
of Abraham, and just as with the individual, so with the church:
When the people of God reach that place where they know that

they believe God, they can ask with perfect confidence for the
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outpouring of the Holy Spirit and wait in perfect confidence and
faith that they shall receive it and they will. That is a fact.

Now let us study a little further tonight, how we may Anow that
the blessing of Abraham 1s our own and how we may know that
with perfect confidence we may ask the Lord to give us His Holy
Spirit and then just simply wait His own good time and we receive
it according to His own wish--we have not anxiety about whether
we are going to receive it or not. We want to learn how all that
anxiety as to whether we can receive the Holy Spirit or not--learn
how that can be taken away from us and then we can present our
petitions to the Lord in faith, expecting to receive it, expecting just
that and expecting nothing else and simply waiting for Him to give
it in His own good time, while we still ask and still seek Him that it
may be so.

I tell you, brethren, when we get into that place it will not be
difficult for us all to be "with one accord in one place." Now, at this
meeting, when we reach that condition--that place where we know
that we believe God and know that we may ask with perfect
confidence for the Holy Spirit, it will be an easy thing for every one
of us--and it will be so, too--to be with one accord in one place,



every time there is a meeting. The fact of the matter is, each one
will be afraid to be away, because if he should be away from any
one of these meetings and the promise of the Holy Spirit be
fulfilled, he would miss it. Every one will be here waiting and
watching for the Lord to do what He says, just when He gets ready.
Don't you see how that will bring all with accord into one place? It
will do it.

Of course, 1if the work of the Lord should call us away from
some meeting in the order of our work and the order of the Lord,
and the Holy Spirit should be poured out while we were away, we
would get 1t anyhow, wherever we were. But it will not be so with
those who are away from the meeting from their own inclinations. I
am afraid to be away from any of our meetings here. I am afraid to
be away from these morning meetings. For I can't tell at what
meeting the Spirit may be poured upon us. I cannot risk being
absent.

Now let us take up the Scriptures and read just how the Lord
has led us and will lead every one right through to that place
tonight, if’ you will go. If you will start where I begin to read, the
Lord will lead you and me right straight through. Let us not
question how that can be. When the Lord speaks, that 1s the end of
the whole story, no difference what He says; that is the end of it,
and we say "Lord, that's so." Now, let us go together tonight and we
will arrive at that place where every one of us can Anow that we
believe God and that we have the blessing of Abraham and then
we can ask God for His Spirit in perfect confidence and wait to
receive it, as He gives it in His own good time.

Let us see what the Lord has done and how He works and how
He brings us up to that place. Let us begin where He began. We
will read first from Eph. 1:3-6. That takes us to the point where
God began concerning us, and that will be as far back as we need
to go. The third verse:

"Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who
hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in
Christ." What is it He "hath" done? [Congregation: "Blessed us."].
Is it so? [Congregation: "Yes."| Has done 1t? [Congregation: "Yes."]



He has blessed us with how many blessings? [Congregation: "A/l
spiritual blessings."] All the blessings He has? He has given us all?
[Congregation: "Yes."| How? [Congregation: "In Christ."] In
Christ. Then in giving Christ, what did God give? [Congregation:
"All spiritual blessings."| All the spiritual blessings that He had.

Well, then, when you and I believe in Jesus Christ, are we not
blessed? Have not we all the blessing that the Lord has? Then what
1s going to bother us? A person that is blessed like that, 1s he going
to be anything else than happy? [Congregation: "No."| Can he
have the blues? [Congregation: "No."] Can he get into the sulks
because things don't go just right? [Congregation: "No."|] They are
going just right any way. However things go they can't take his
blessings away. "All things work together for good to them that love
God."

But the fourth verse is the one particularly that I want to read:
"According as He hath chosen us." Wil choose us? [Congregation:
"Hath chosen us."] Has He? [Congregation: "Yes."] When did He
do it? [Congregation: "'Before the foundation of the world."|
Thank the Lord! "Before the foundation of the world" He chose
you and me. [Congregation: "Praise the Lord!"] Now, will you say
"amen" to that every time? [Congregation: "Amen!"] I do not
mean just now. Will you say it a// the time? [Congregation: "Yes."]

How long 1s that Scripture going to remain there?
[Congregation: "Forever."| Then how long is it going to be true
that "he hath chosen you before the foundation of the
world?" [Congregation: "Always."] Then how long are you going
to be bothered to know whether you are the Lord's or not? Hasn't
He chosen you? Hasn't He chosen you? [Congregation: "Yes."| What
did He do it for? Because He wanted us? Did He? [Congregation:
"Yes."] He chose me because He wanted me and He shall have me.
I am not going to rob Him and disappoint His choice. He has

chosen us, hasn't
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He? [Congregation: "Yes."] "Before the foundation of the world."
Now the rest of that verse: ""That we should be holy and without
blame before Him in love." His blessed purpose 1s, He wants us to



"be holy and without blame before him in love." Then we can let
Him have His own way, because it 1s our everlasting salvation to let
Him do it.

Next verse: "Having predestinated"--appointed the destiny that
He wants us to reach, long before hand. The destiny that God fixes
for man 1s worth having. "Having predestinated us unto the
adoption of children by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the
good pleasure of His will." Why did He do it then? Not because we
were so good, but because He 1s so good; not because we were so
well pleasing to Him, but because of the good pleasure of His own
will. It was just Himself to do it. That's why He did it.

Verse 6: "To the praise of the glory of His grace wherein he
hath made us accepted in the beloved." Now what do you say to
that? [Congregation: "Amen."| When did He do that?
[Congregation: "Before the foundation of the world."] Precisely.
"Before the foundation of the world." That answers all this idea
about whether we can do anything in order to be justified or not.
He did it all before we had any chance to do anything--long before
we were born--long before the world was made. Don't you see that
the Lord is the one that does things, in order that we may be saved
and that we may have Him?

Now see what He has done: 1. "He hath blessed us with all
spiritual blessings" in Christ. 2. "He hath chosen us in him before
the foundation of the world." 3. "He hath predestinated us unto
the adoption of children by Jesus Christ." 4. And "He hath made
us accepted in the beloved." Well, I am glad of it. I know that that 1s
so. [Congregation: "Amen."] Don't you? [Congregation: "Yes."]
For He says so. He says so. Here then are four things that we can be
everlastingly sure of.

A word further about those blessings the Lord hath given us. We
have all the blessings that God has, when we believe Jesus Christ.
Then they are our own. We don't need to be so very particular
about praying for blessings. Would we not do better, think ye, to
spend our time 1n thanking Him for the blessings that we have, than
in asking Him for blessings? How does that look? Which do you
think looks the better, to thank the Lord for the blessings He has



already given, or to ask Him to give us some, when He hasn't any
more to give? Now which is the better? [Congregation: "To thank
Him."]

He hath given us all the blessings He has in Christ. Christ says,
"I am with you." Brethren, let us feed on the blessings. We have
them, and they are our own.

Then we can be sure all the time that we have all spiritual
blessings.

We can be sure all the time that He has chosen us. He says He
has.

We can be sure all the time that He has predestinated us unto
the adoption of children.

We can be sure all the time that He has made us accepted in the
Beloved.

We can be sure of all these things, for God says so and it 1s so.
Then 1sn't that a continual feast itself?

Now He has done all that and has done it freely. For how many
people did He do this? [Congregation: "All"] Every soul?
[Congregation: "Yes, sir."] Gave all the blessings He has to every
soul 1n this world; He chose every soul in the world; He chose Him
in Christ before the foundation of the world, predestinated him
unto the adoption of children and made him accepted in the
Beloved, did He not? [Congregation: "Yes."] Of course He did.

We will read other verses on that presently. The thought I am
after just now 1s that no one can have these things and know they
are his without his own consent. The Lord will not force any of
these things upon a man, even though He has given them already,
will He? [Congregation: "No."| This is a cooperation, you see. God
pours out everything in one wondrous gift, but if a man will not
have it, the Lord will not compel him to have a bit of it. Every man
that will take it, 1t is all his own. There is where the cooperation
comes 1n. The Lord has to have our cooperation in all things.

Now let us turn to Titus 2:14, speaking of the Lord it says, "who
gave himself for us." That is the past tense too 1s it not? That is
done. He did give Himself for how many people? [Congregation:
"All."] How many people on the earth can read that text and "say



that means me"? Every soul on the earth. Wherever we go, then,
on this earth and find a man, we can read to him that "Christ gave
himself for you," can we not? [Congregation: "Yes."] He gave
himself for you, then. That 1s the price that Peter refers to in 1 Pet.
1:18-20: "Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with
corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation
received by tradition from your fathers: but with the precious blood
of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot: Who
verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world."

Now we want each individual to know where he stands. "He
gave himself for me." That is stated in Gal. 2:20: "The life which I
now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who
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me, and gave himself for me." How many people in the world can
read that and say that means me? [Congregation: "Every one."]
"Loved me and gave himself for me. That was the price that was
paid. Then He bought me, did He? [Congregation: "Yes."]| He
bought you? [Congregation: "Yes."]

Whether you or I let Him have us, that is not the question just
now. What has He done? What did He do? [Congregation: "Paid
the price."] Before the foundation of the world He bought me, did
He not? And you? Then whose are we? [Congregation: "The
Lord's."]

Well, then, is there any prospect of your getting into doubt as to
whether you are the Lord's? How 1s a man who wants to be the
Lord's and has confessed his sins--how is it possible for him to get
into doubt as to whether he 1s the Lord's or not? It is only by going
back on the word of God altogether and not believing it at all and
saying the Lord has lied. Is not that the only way he can do it? "He
that believeth not God has made him a liar." Then the only way a
man can doubt as to whether he is the Lord's or not is by going
back on the word of God and saying that the Lord lies. That is the
only way he can do it. Because for a man to doubt is to do that; he
may not do that in so many words, but when he gets into doubt as
to whether he is the Lord's that is what he has done. He has



allowed unbelief to overthrow him and Satan to get the advantage
and sweep everything away. That 1s so.

But still though the Lord has bought us, He will not take what
He has bought without our permission. There is a line which God
has set as fixing the freedom of every man and He Himself will
never go over that line a hair's breadth without our permission. He
respects the freedom and dignity which he has given to intelligent
creatures, whether man or angel. He respects it and He Himself
will not transgress the limit. He will not go over the limits without
the permission of that person. But when the permission is given,
then He will come for all that He 1s. Then that opens the flood
gates and the Lord flows in. That is so.

Well, then, He has bought you, has He? [Congregation: "Yes."]
Do you want to be the Lord's [Congregation: "Yes."] Now, friends,
let us make this a real practical, tangible thing. He has bought us,
has He not? He has paid the price for us. We are His by His will.
Now then, when our will 1s there, whose are we then?
[Congregation: "The Lord's."] He has shown His will on that
subject by paying the price, has He not? And when we make
known our will on the subject by saying, "Lord, that is my choice,
too; that 1s the way my will goes, too, then I want to know how in
the universe anything is going to keep us from being His. Then can
you know that you are the Lord's? [Congregation: "Yes, sir."] Can
you, now? [Congregation: "Yes, sir."|

Well, suppose you get up in the morning with a headache and
your digestion has not worked very well during the night and you
feel rather bad all over and don't feel just right. How do you know
you are the Lord's? [Congregation: "Because He says so."] But
suppose you get up in the morning and feel bright and hilarious
and feel pretty good generally How do you know you are the
Lord's? [Congregation: "Because He says so."| Sometimes people
say when we ask them, "Have your sins been forgiven?" "Yes, I was
convinced that they were for awhile." "What convinced you?" "I felt
as though they were forgiven." They did not know anything about
it. They did not, in that, have a particle of evidence that their sins
were forgiven. Why, brethren, the only evidence that we can have



that these things are so is that God says so. 7hat 1s the evidence.
Don't look to feelings. Feelings are as variable as the wind. You
know that is so. Never pay a particle of attention to them. It 13
none of your business how you feel. When God says so, it is so,
whether I feel so or not.

I will give that illustration again. I have given it before but it
emphasizes this point, that feeling has nothing to do with facts.
Twice two 1s four, 1s it not? You know that 1s so, but there are some
people in the world who do not know that twice two is four. But
suppose you should tell someone, and he should believe it, how do
you think he would fee/? Do you suppose he would feel as though he
had been picked up and whirled in a sort of half somersault and
set down in a new place? No. What in the world has feeling got to
do with that? Then what does he care how he feels?

Now that 1s not saying that there will be no experience as the
fruit of this, but it 1s saying that if you look for feelings as an
evidence, you will never find the evidence, but if you look to the
word of God for the evidence, then you will get the evidence which
God gives in His word; that 1s, His own divine power in that word
effectually working in the man who believes.

Well then, the Lord has bought us, has He not? Now as far as
you and I are concerned, we need not have any more doubt as to
whether we are the Lord's; that i1s so? [Congregation: "Yes."] But
there are some people in the world who are not, really, in real
experience and as a matter of fact so far as the consummation of
the bargain is concerned; they have not submitted themselves to
the Lord and are not practically His. He has made them His by

purchase; now how can they know that they are His
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practically and indeed? By His word. By choosing for themselves to
have it just that way. By choice. Page 44 in Steps to Christ gives the
whole philosophy of it; it tells how to make the surrender of
ourselves to God. It says that your promises and resolutions are like
ropes of sand, and the knowledge of your broken promise and

forfeited pledges, weakens your confidence in your own sincerity.
And finally:



"What you need to understand is the true force of the will. You
cannot save yourself; you cannot change your heart, but you can
choose to serve Him."

When the man chooses to put his will on the side where God's
will 15, then the thing i1s accomplished. Then it i1s at a man's chouce
that he practically, in his own experience, becomes the Lord's
indeed. Then 1s it not by the man's own permission in choosing the
Lord's way that the man becomes the Lord's in practical
experience?

Then having done that, don't you see that so long as your choice
is there, so long as your wish 1s there to be the Lord's don't you see
that you are the Lord's indeed? Do you see that? Whenever we
deliver ourselves up to Him, that is so. But some of you delivered
yourself up long ago, but then, since that, you have been
discouraged and wondering whether you were the Lord's or not.

We want people tonight to get that doubt and question forever
out of the way so that whatever comes up, you will not be
bothering about whether you are the Lord's. Just as certainly as
your choice 1s there to be His, you are His, for He bought you long
ago. That is the thing I am after. Is that what you are after? You are
to take 1t if you ever get it. [Congregation: "Amen."] Then we can
know that we are the Lord's.

But now we sometimes hear people talk as though that was
going to sanction sin. No. It will not do that. No. It will save you
from sinning. When a man gets into that place and his choice 1is
there to be the Lord's, then God works in him both to will and to
do of his own good pleasure, and he 1s a Christian. God will make
him a Christian. That 1s the divine power there is in this thing.
There 1s no sanction of sin about it. In fact, it is the only way to
keep from sanctioning sin. Any other profession does sanction sin.
Any other profession does do just what the Lord complains of--that
men have made Him to serve with their sins. What does the Lord
say? "You have made me to serve with your sin." Isa. 43:24. Let us
stop it. Let our will and our choice be the Lord's every moment of
our conscious days, and then it 1s a fact.



Let us turn and read that verse that says so. | Cor. 6:19 and the
last words of the verse: "Ye are not your own." That 1s so, is it not?
I don't care who the man is, 1s he his own? [Congregation: "No,
sit."| The Lord has bought him and if he does not let the Lord
have him, he 1s robbing the Lord of that which is the Lord's own.
That 1s the mischief of it. Though he be not consciously and
practically the Lord's, yet the Lord has bought every one and any
man who refuses to let the Lord have him, he is robbing the Lord
of that which he bought and for which he paid the price and he is
counting the price which bought him as worth less than fumself Is
not that the same satanic spirit that sought to put itself above God
in heaven? The Lord gave Himself for us; then when I will not let
Him have me, in that very thing I count myself worth more than
the price that was paid--that is, worth more than the Lord, and that
1s the same self that puts itself above God all the time. Oh let this
mind be in us that was in Christ, who emptied Himself that God
and man might again be united in one.

"Ye are not your own," are you? [Congregation: "INo."|] Are you
not glad of it? Are you not glad you are not your own? He says so,
and 1t 1s so, 1s it not? Why 1s 1t? "For ye are bought with a price."
He bought us, therefore, we are not our own, and before all people
in the world who are not their own, is the man who has yielded
himself to the Lord who has bought him. "Therefore glorify God
in your body and in your spirit which are God's." Whose are they?
[Congregation: "God's."] But I need not dwell longer on these
verses, brethren. You do that, will you? You dwell on them.

Well now we have read the verses, "He gave himself for us." He
bought us. How much of us? [Congregation: "All of us."] When
was 1t that he did it? [Congregation: "Before the foundation of the
world."] What kind of folks were we before the foundation of the
world? What kind of folks were we when God bought us? We were
just ourselves; just as we were in this world. And He bought us,
sinners, just as we are? [Congregation: "Yes."| Now did He?
Honestly now? We are coming to another thought here. Now did
He pay that price and buy us just as we were? Sinners?
[Congregation: "Yes."] Evil beings and willing to go into evil ways?



Willing to do the evil thing? Making no profession of religion and
not particularly wanting to? Did He buy us then? [Congregation:
"Yes."] What did He buy just then? He bought us, and a// there was
of us. And as He bought what there was of us; He bought our sins.
Isaiah describes it--wounds and bruises and putretying sores; no
soundness at all. Is that so?

Here 1s another text--Titus 3:3-7: "For we ourselves also were

sometimes foolish, disobedient,
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serving divers lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful
and hating one another. But after that the kindness and love of
God our Saviour toward man appeared, not by works of
righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he
saves us, by the washing to regeneration and renewing of the Holy
Ghost; which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our
Saviour: that being justified by his grace, we should be made heirs
according to the hope of eternal life." He did it; He says so. Then
do you know that that is so? [Congregation: "Yes."]

Well now let us carry that a little further. He gave Himself for
our sins, but the same thought goes through all. He will not take
our sins--although He bought them--without our permission. Look at
it a little further, carrying the same thought forward. "He gave
himself." for whose sins? [Congregation: "Ours."] Whose were
they? [Congregation: "Ours."| He gave Himself for them. They
being ours, o whom did He give Himself when He bought them?
[Congregation: "To us."] He gave Himself f% me, for my sins?
[Congregation: "Yes."| Then the choice 1s forever with me as to
whether I would rather have my sins than to have Him, isn't it?
[Congregation: "Yes."] That 1s the living choice before me, 1s 1it?
[Congregation: "Yes."| Is that the choice before you?
[Congregation: "Yes."|] Which would you rather have, your sins or
Christ? [Congregation: "Christ."] Then from this time henceforth
can there be any hesitation about letting anything go that God
shows 1s sin? Will you let it go when 1t 1s pointed out? When sin 13
pointed out to you, say, "I would rather have Christ than that."
And let it go [Congregation: "Amen."| Just tell the Lord, "Lord, I



make the choice now. I make the trade. I make Thee my choice. It
is gone, and I have something better." Thank the Lord! Then
where in the world is the opportunity for any of us to get
discouraged over our sins?

Now some of the brethren here have done that very thing. They
came here free, but the Spirit of God brought up something they
never saw before. The Spirit of God went deeper than it ever went
before and revealed things they never saw before and then instead
of thanking the Lord that that was so and letting the whole wicked
business go and thanking the Lord they had ever so much more of
Him than they ever had before, they began to get discouraged.
They said, "Oh what am I going to do? My sins are so great."
There they let Satan cast a cloud over them and throw them into
discouragement and they get no good out of the meetings day after
day.

Isn't that too bad? Isn't it too bad that a person whom the Lord
has loved so much as to give Himself for Him at all, should act that
way with the Lord when the Lord wants to reveal more of
Himself? Brethren, if any of you have got into discouragement, let
us quit. If the Lord has brought up sins to us that we never thought
of before, that only shows that He 1s going down to the depths and
He will reach the bottom at last and when He finds the last thing
that 1s unclean or impure and that is out of harmony with His will
and brings that up and shows that to us and we say, "I would rather
have the Lord than that," then the work is complete and the seal of
the living God can be fixed upon that character. [Congregation:
"Amen."] Which would you rather have, a character--[Someone in
the congregation began praising the Lord and others began to look
around.] Never mind. If lots more of you would thank the Lord for
what you have got, there would be more joy in this house tonight.

Which would you rather have, the completeness, the perfect
fulness of Jesus Christ or have less than that with some of your sins
covered up that you never know of? [Congregation: "His fulness."]
But don't you see, the Testimonies have told us that if there be
stains of sin there, we cannot have the seal of God. How in the
world can that seal of God, which is the impress of His perfect



character revealed in us, be put upon us when there are sins about
us? He cannot put the seal, the impress of His perfect character,
upon us until He sees it there. And so He has got to dig down to
the deep places we never dreamed of, because we cannot
understand our hearts. But the Lord knows the heart. He tries the
conscience. He will cleanse the heart, and bring up the last vestige
of wickedness. Let Him go on, brethren; let Him keep on His
searching work. and when He does bring our sins before us, let the
heart say, "Lord, thou gavest thyself for my sins. Oh, I take thee
instead of them." They are gone, and I rejoice in the Lord.
Brethren, let us be honest with the Lord, and treat Him as He
wants us to.

Then He gave Himself to us for our sins. Then I say again and
you see that it 1s simply with you and me a living choice, as to
whether we will have the Lord or ourselves, the Lord's
righteousness or our sins, the Lord's say or our say? Which will we
have? [Congregation: "The Lord's way."| There is no difference in
making the choice when we know what the Lord has done, and
what He 1s to us. The choice is easy. Let the surrender be complete.
And when these sins come up--why, they were surrendered long
ago. That 1s all they are brought up for, that we can make the
choice. This 1s the blessed work of sanctification. And we can know
that that work of sanctification is going on in us. If the Lord should

take away our sins without
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our knowing it, what good would it do us? That would simply be
making machines of us. He does not propose to do that;
consequently, He wants you and me to know when our sins go, that
we may know when His righteousness comes. It is when we yield
ourselves that we have Him.

It 1s true that the Scriptures say we are instruments of God, and
don't you forget that we are always intelligent instruments--not like
the instrument, a pick or a shovel, that a man would use. That 13
utterly senseless. That is not it, but we are wtelligent instruments. We
will be used by the Lord at our own living choice. Our own living



choice upon His side, choosing that He will do that with us and
then 1t 1s done, because His almighty power carries on the work.

Then He gave Himself for our sins, and now He comes and
says, there 1s sin. What then? "Lord, it is sin." That is confession.
The root idea of confession is to speak the same thing. The root
idea of the Greek word translated confession is to speak the same
thing. That 1s confession. The Lord said to David, "You have
sinned and done this evil." David said, "I have sinned." That is
confession. The Bible says, "If we confess our sins he 1s faithful and
just to forgive us our sins." What does God show them for anyway?
The only thing that He shows men their sins for, 1s that He may
take them away. When He shows me sins, I say, "Lord, they are
sins." And what then? They are forgiven. They are gone.

Now you folks have confessed your sins since you have been
here, haven't you? All that the Lord has shown you, have you?
[Congregation: "Yes, sir."] Everyone who has done that, his sins are
forgiven. The Lord has said so. What do you say? [Congregation:
"Amen."| But Satan says, "It is not so." He is a liar. But some folks
here have been saying that Satan tells the truth upon that point.
People in this house have been telling Satan that he told the truth
upon that very point. Satan says, "They are not forgiven," and they
say, "No, they are not." Let us quit that. We confess our sins that they
may be forgiven, and the Lord says they are forgiven, and when
they are forgiven why then in the Lord's name, let us say so.

"Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him for
righteousness." "And he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of
the righteousness of the faith which he had." The Lord says,
"Come now, let us reason together, saith the Lord: though your sins
be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like
crimson, they shall be as wool." What do you say? [Congregation:
"It 15 s0."] How do you know? [Congregation: "The Lord says so."]
Very good. Then you know that is so, do you?

Micah 7:19: "He will turn again, he will have compassion upon
us; he will subdue our iniquities; and thou wilt cast all their sins
into the depths of the sea." Then where are they? [Congregation:
"In the depths of the sea."]| How do you know? [Congregation:



"He says so."] Then you know #at, don't you? Then how in the
world 1s anybody going to bother you about getting your sins back
to you?

Ps. 103:12: "As far as the east i1s from the west, so far hath he
removed our transgressions from us." How far are they away from
you now, you who have confessed them? How far are they away?
[Voice: "As far as the east 1s from the west."] Why don't you say so
then? Satan comes and says, "They are not forgiven; every sin is
right there before your face; don't you see them?" Are they?
[Congregation: "No."] Says one, "I have seen them there." It 1s
nothing of the kind. Satan is a magician and can make things
appear so that are not so. But you look at them and say, "Yes, that is
so." It is not so. The Lord says they are as far from us as the east is
from the west. They are in the depths of the sea, and they are as
white as snow. Thank the Lord.

Isa. 38:17, and that verse 1s the last one we need tonight.
"Behold, for peace I had great bitterness; but thou hast in love to
my soul delivered it from the pit of corruption: for thou hast cast
all my sins behind thy back." How many? [Congregation: "All."]
Behind his back. Where are they, then? [Congregation: "Behind his
back."] We are before his face and the sins are behind his back;
who 1s between us and them? [Congregation: "God."] And He is
upon His throne, 1sn't He? Then when I have confessed my sins to
the Lord, He and His living eternal throne stand between me and
those sins, and Satan and everybody else in this universe cannot
bring them back; for he has got to get the Lord and His throne out
of the way before they can get those sins back to me again. And I
am going to be glad of it.

Can we know these things? Can we know that we know them?
How can we know that we know them? The Lord says so. When
He says so, and we believe it, that 1s faith. Satan says, "They are
not." We say, "I know they are." Satan says, "No, there they are."
We say, they are not there. They are in the depths of the sea.
[Voice: "Praise the Lord."|

When the man stands there, there i1s something that God can
put His seal on. When the Lord says, ""Thy sins are forgiven," that



he has "cast them behind His back" and the man will not believe it,
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there anything there that God can put His seal on? No.

[Someone asked that Isaiah 43:25 be read, which Elder Jones
did.] "I, even I, am he that blotteth out thy transgressions for mine
own sake and will not remember thy sins."

There are many other texts like that which we might notice.
One 1s found in Heb. 8:15: "Their sins will I remember no more,"
and another in Ezekiel 33:16: "None of his sins that he hath
committed shall be mentioned unto him." Here the Lord says, He
will not remember our sins. the Lord will never mention them. It is
Satan's work to do that. Brethren, let us believe the Lord.

When we believe that, then God will give you and me the
circumcision of the heart, the seal of the righteousness of the faith
that we have and He can do it, because there is something there
that He can put His seal upon. And when a man does that as an
individual, he receives the seal of righteousness. And when we as a
whole body, as a church, believe that, we can ask with perfect
confidence for the outpouring of His Holy Spirit and wait patiently
and confidently, knowing that it will surely come in His own good
time.

THE THIRD ANGEL'S MESSAGE - 18
A.T. Jones
Our study last night was in order to know for ourselves and how
we may know that we have the blessing of Abraham, and thus be
prepared to be sure, that with confidence we may ask for the Spirit
of God. There 1s more of that yet. The Lord has given us yet
further evidence, yet further proof, upon which to base our perfect

confidence in Him, in His
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righteousness; that that 1s our own--that we have the righteousness
which 1s by faith, so that we can ask in perfect confidence for His
Holy Spirit and thank the Lord that it is our own. For remember
the verse reads: "Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the
law, being made a curse for us: for it is written, Gursed 1s everyone



that hangeth on a tree: That the blessing of Abraham might come
on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ; that we might receive the
promise of the Spirit through faith."

The blessing of Abraham 1s the righteousness of faith; that we
are to have in order to receive and that we may have, the promise
of the Spirit--and that also through faith. Well then when we have
the evidence, the proof, the perfect work of God demonstrating to
our complete satisfaction, that we can ask in perfect confidence for
the Holy Spirit, then is it not ours to receive that by faith? Is it not
ours to thank God that that is our own? And that it simply remains
for Him to manifest it at His own will, whenever occasion may
require and as occasion may need?

Well, let us study, then, some other evidence that He has given
us--study this tonight in connection with what we had last night, so
that we may have before us fresh what the Lord Himself has
opened for us, upon which to base our confidence before Him,
upon which we may be sure where we stand and upon which we
may ask with the full assurance of faith. And when we ask
according to His will and ask that we may have that which He has
promised, then He heareth us. ""This 1s the confidence that we have
in Him that, if we ask anything according to His will, He heareth
us: and 1f we know that he hear us," then "we know that we have
the petitions that we desired of him." | John 5:14, 15. And then we
can thank Him that that 1s our own.

Let us begin with the fifth chapter of Romans, twentieth verse.
The real point, or we might say, one of the main points of the
study tonight is to see what place the law of God occupies in the
subject of righteousness by faith; what place the law of God
occupies 1n our obtaining righteousness alone by Jesus Christ, and
this 13 simply another phase of the same thought we had last night,
as to what proof the Lord has given us to give us confidence that
we can claim by faith the promise of the Holy Spirit.

"Moreover the law entered, that the offense might abound." In
other words, Rom. 3:20, the last words--words with which you are
all familiar---"by the law is the knowledge of sin." What was the
law given for on tables of stone--the first purpose of its given?



[Congregation: "To show us what sin is."] To make sin abound; to
give the knowledge of sin. So, "the law entered that the offense
might abound"; that sin might appear; that it might appear as it is.
Paul, speaking in the 7th chapter of Romans, says how it appeared
to him, 12th and 13th verses:

"Wherefore the law 1s holy and the commandment holy and just
and good. Was then that which 1s good made death unto me? God
forbid. But sin, that it might appear sin, working death in me by
that which 1s good; that sin by the commandment might become
exceeding sinful." Then to make sin abound and make it appear as it
1s, exceeding sinful--that is the first object of the giving of the law,
isn't 1t?

Now let us read right on in Rom. 5: "Moreover the law entered,
that the offense might abound. But where sin abounded, grace did
much more abound." Then did the law come alone, making sin to
appear alone, and that alone? [Congregation: "No."] It 1s simply
the means to another end--the means to an end by which to attain
another object beyond the knowledge of sin. Is that so?
[Congregation: "Yes."] So then, where sin abounds--where is it that
grace abounds? [Congregation: "In the same place."] Right there?
[Congregation: "Yes."] But does it read that way, "Where sin
abounded grace abounded"? [Congregation: "No. 'Much more."']
That would be pretty good wouldn't it, if it was only where sin
abounds there grace abounds? That would be pretty good, but that
is not the way the Lord does things, you know. He does things
absolutely well--entirely good, just as good as God could do.

Well then, "where sin abounded, grace did muck more
abound." [Congregation: "Amen."] Then, brethren, when the
Lord, by His law, has given us the knowledge of sin, just at that
very moment, at that very point, grace 13 much more abundant than the
knowledge of sin. Is that so? [Congregation: "Yes."]

Now another word: "By the law 1s the knowledge of sin"; and we
have found this much: that when the law gives the knowledge of
sin, at that particular moment, in that very place and at that very
point, in that very thing, the grace of God is much more abundant
than the knowledge of sin. But when the law gives the knowledge



of sin, what puts the conviction there? [Congregation: "The Spirit of
God."] Before we read the passage which says so, however, let us
see what we are to get so far, from what we have read--what are you
and I henceforth to get from the knowledge of sin? [Congregation:
"Abundance of grace."|

Then there 1s no possible place for discouragement at the sight
of sins any more, is there? [Congregation: "No."| No possibility of
that. It 1s impossible, you see, for you or me to get discouraged or

under a cloud any more at the knowledge of sin.
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Because, no difference how great the knowledge is, no difference
how many sins are revealed to us and brought to our knowledge,
why, right there, at that very moment, in those very things, and at
that very time in our experience, the grace of God much more
abounds than all the knowledge of sins. Well then, I say again, how
is 1t possible for us ever to be discouraged? Brethren, i1sn't it so, that
the Lord wants us to be of good cheer? [Congregation: "Amen!"]
Be of good cheer.

Well, now, this verse that we have before us brings the same
thing to view. John 16:7,8: "Nevertheless I tell you the truth." What
is He telling us? [Congregation: "Truth."]| Good! And He told us
also that "Ye shall know the truth and the truth shall make you
free." That 1s it then, isn't it? "Nevertheless I tell you the truth; it is
expedient for you that I go away; for if I go not away, the
Comforter will not come unto you." Who will not come?
[Congregation: "The Comforter."] The Comforter? Is that His
name? Is that what He 1s--the Comforter? [Congregation: "Yes."|

"But if I depart, I will send him unto you. And when /e 13
come," Who has come? [Congregation: "the Comforter."] Who?
[Congregation: "The Comforter."] "And when he 1s come, he will
reprove [or convince| the world of sin." Who is it that does it?
[Congregation: "The Comforter."] Is 1t the Comforter that
convinces of sin? [Congregation: "Yes."| Is He the Comforter when
He does 1t? [Congregation: "Yes."] Now, each one wants to get hold
of that. Is not He the reprover when He does it and the Comforter
some other time? [Congregation: "No."| It is the Comforter that



reproves, thank the Lord! The Comforter reproves, thank the Lord!
Then what are we to get out of the reproof of sin? [Congregation:
"Comfort."] Whose comfort? [Congregation: The Lord's
comfort."] The comfort we get, comforts just at the time when it is
needed. Then where is the room for our getting discouraged any
more at the knowledge of sin? Isn't that the very thought that we
have read in the fifth chapter of Romans?

Don't you see, then, that when we bear in mind just at the
moment and at the time and at the place that where sin abounds
there grace much more abounds, and just at the time when the
Holy Spirit 1s giving conviction of sin, He is the Comforter that
does it. Don't you see that in all that--remembering all that--we
have an everlasting victory over Satan? Does Satan get the
advantage of that man who believes God right then? No. Satan
comes and says, "See what a sinner you are." Thank the Lord,
"Where sin abounds, grace does much more
abound." [Congregation: "Amen!"] "Well," says another, "I have
such a deep conviction of sin. It seems to me I was never convicted
of sin so deeply before in all my life." Thank the Lord, we have got
more comfort than ever before in our lives. Don't you see, brethren,
that that is so? [Congregation: "It 1s so."| Well, then, let us thank
the Lord for that. [Congregation: "Amen!"] I should like to know
why we should not praise the Lord right along.

But there is some more in that Rom. 5:20. What 1s this all for?
First, we found that the law makes sin abound in order that grace
may abound so that we may have the grace to lead us to Christ.
Now what are the two things together for? The law making sin
abound 1n order that more grace may abound. What are they both
together for? "7hat as sin hath reigned unto death." We know that's
so, don't we? Now that 1s so. The law makes sin abound, that we
may be lead to more abundance of grace, i order "that as sin hath
reigned unto death, even so might grace reign."

What does "even so" mean? Just as certainly. Just so. Then, isn't
it so that God will make that abundance of grace to reign in our
lives just as certainly as ever sin did in the world? [Congregation:
"Yes, sir."| But, mark you, when the grace much more bountifully



reigns, then what is the comparison between freedom from sin now
and the slavery to it before? The freedom is much more abundant
even than the slavery was. ""T'hat as sin hath reigned unto death, even so
might grace reign through righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ."

Now let us see the whole story. "The law entered that the offense
might abound," in order that we might find the more abundant
grace abounding right there in all those places, and the grace
abounds "through righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ
our Lord." Then what did the law enter for? [Voice: ""To bring us
to the Lord."] What did the law enter for? [Voice: "To bring us to
Christ."] Yes. Don't you see? Then whenever anybody in this world
uses the ten commandments--when any sinner in this world uses
the ten commandments for any other purpose than to reach Jesus
Christ, what kind of a purpose is He putting them to?
[Congregation: "A wrong purpose."] He 1is perverting the intent of
God in giving the law, isn't He? [Congregation: "A wrong
purpose."] He is perverting the intent of God in giving the law, 1sn't
he? [Congregation: "Yes, sir."| To use the law of God with men for
any other purpose, therefore, than that they may reach Christ
Jesus, 1s to use the law in a way that God never intended it to be
used.

Well, the law then brings us to Christ. That's certain. What for?
[Congregation: "That we may be justified."] What does the law
want of you and me? Does it make any demands of us before we
reach Jesus Christ? When the law finds us, does it want anything
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wants righteousness."] What kind? [Congregation: "Perfect
righteousness."] Whose? [Congregation: "God's."] God's
righteousness? [Congregation: "Yes."] Just such righteousness alone
as God manifests in His own life, in His own way of doing things?
[Congregation: "Yes."| Will that law be content with anything less
than that from you and me? Will it accept anything less than that, a
hair's breadth less? [Congregation: "No."] If we could come within
a hair's breadth of 1t--that's too far short; we muiss it.



Turn to Timothy, and Paul tells us what the law wants out of you
and me and what it wants in us, too. 1 Tim. 1:5: "Now the end (the
object, the aim, the intent, the purpose) of the commandment is
charity" What is charity? [Congregation: "Love."] What kind of
love? [Congregation: "The love of God."] "Out of a pure heart."
What kind of a heart? [Congregation: "A pure heart."] "And of a
good conscience." What kind of a conscience? [Congregation:
"Good."] "And of faith unfeigned." That 1s what the law wants to
find in you and me, isn't 1t? Will it accept you and me with
anything less than that which it demands--perfect love, manifested
"out of a pure heart, a good conscience, and of faith unfeigned"?
No, never. Well, that is simply perfection, that it demands.

Well, now, have we--has any man in the world--any of that kind
of love to offer to the law of God? [Congregation: "No."| Has any
man naturally that kind of a conscience? [Congregation: "No."]
No, sir. Well, then, the law makes that demand of every man on
the earth tonight, no difference who he 1s. He makes it of you and
me; he makes that demand of people in Africa and of all the
people on the earth, and he will not accept anything less than that
from anyone of them. But, we are talking about ourselves tonight.
So, the law comes to you and me tonight and says: "I want charity;
I want perfect love--the love of God. I want to see it in your life all
the time. And I want to see it manifested out of a pure heart and
through a good conscience and unfeigned faith." That 1s where we
are.

"Well," says one, "I have not got it. I have done my best." But
the law will say, "that is not what I want. I don't want your best. I
want perfection. It 1s not your doing I want anyhow; it 1s God's I
want. It is not your righteousness I am after; I want God's
righteousness from you. It i1s not your doing I want. I want God's
doing in your life." That is what the law says to every man. Then,
when I am shut off thus at the very first question and even then
when I said I did my best, then I have nothing more to say. Is that
not what the scripture says: ""That every mouth may be stopped." It
does just that, does it not?



But there comes a still small voice saying, "Here is a perfect life;
here is the life of God. Here is a pure heart; here 1s a good
conscience. here 1s unfeigned faith." Where does that voice come
from? [Congregation: "Christ."] Ah, the Lord Jesus Christ, who
came and stood where I stand in the flesh in which I live. He lived
there. The perfect love of God was manifested there. the perfect
purity of heart manifested there. A good conscience manifested
there, and the unfeigned faith of the mind that was in Jesus Christ
1s there.

Well, then, He simply comes and tells me, "Here, take this."
That will satisfy, then, will 1t? [Congregation: "Yes."| The life
manifested in Jesus Christ, that will satisfy the law. The purity of
heart that Jesus Christ gives--that will satisfy the law. The good
conscience that He can create, that will satisty. The unfeigned faith
which He gives--that will satisfy. Will it? [Congregation: "Yes."]

Well then 1s that not what the law wants all the time? It 1s Jesus
Christ that the law wants, 1s it not? [Congregation: "Yes."| That 1s
what the law wants: that is the same thing which it calls for in the
fifth of Romans, 1s it not? But why does it call for it in connection
with me? It calls for Christ in me, because the law wants to see that
thing n me. Then 1s not the object of the law of God, the gospel of
Christ alone? "Christ in you the hope of glory?" Ah, that 1s so.

Rom. 5:1, 5. "Justified by faith we have peace with God through
our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God is shed abroad in our
hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us." And that is
charity. Supreme love. Acts 15:8, 9, "And God which knoweth the
hearts, bare them witness, giving them the Holy Ghost, even as he
did unto us, and put no difference between us and them purifying
their hearts by faith." There 1s the love of God out of a pure heart.

Heb. 9:14: "How much more shall the blood of Christ, who
through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God,
purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?"
There 1s a clean conscience, brethren, and there 1s the love of God
out of a good conscience.



Then that faith which He gives, which He enables us to keep--
the faith of Jesus which enables us to keep the commandments of
God--there 1s the love of God by a faith unfeigned.

Oh then the message of the righteousness of God which is by
faith in Jesus Christ, brings us to, and brings to us, the perfect
fulfillment of the law of God, does it not? [Congregation: "Yes."|

Then that 1s the object and the aim and the one single
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point of the third angel's message, is it not? [Congregation: "Yes."|
That 15 Christ. Christ in His righteousness. Christ in His purity.
Christ in His love. Christ in His gentleness. Christ in His entire
being. Christ and Him crucified. That 1s the word, brethren. Let us
be glad of 1t; let us be glad of it. [Congregation: "Amen."|

So then when we have Jesus, when we have received Him by
faith and the law stands before us or we stand before it and it
makes 1ts wondrous demand of charity, we can say, "Here it is. It is
in Christ and He 1s mine!" Out of a pure heart--"Here it is in
Christ, and He has given it to me--a good conscience." The blood
of Christ has created it in me. Here it 1s. "Faith unfeigned," the
faith in Jesus. He has given it to me. Here it 1s. Then, just as Steps
to Christ tells us, we can come to Jesus now and be cleansed and
stand before the law without one touch of shame or remorse.
Good. Brethren, when I have that which makes me at perfect
agreement with the law of God, then I am satisfied, and cannot
help but be glad that I am satisfied.

Now let us turn and read the third chapter of Romans. That
tells the whole story without any further study than simply to read
the texts. Rom. 3:19-22. We can say amen to every word of it now;,
right straight along. "Now we know." And that 1s so. "That what
things soever the law saith it saith to them who are under the law.
That every mouth may be stopped and all the world may become
guilty before God." And is it not that? That which tells me that I
am a sinner cannot tell me that I am righteous. "But now"--good.
When? [Congregation: "Now."| All right, let us say so, brethren.
"But now the righteousness of God without the law 1s manifested."
That 1s so, 13 it not? [Congregation: "Yes."| The law cannot



manifest it in us, because we cannot see it there. It 1s there, but we
are so blind that we cannot see it there. Sin has so blinded and
corrupted us that we cannot see it in the law. And if’ we could see 1t
there, we could not get it there, because there 1s not anything in us
to start with that 1s fit for it. We are utterly helpless.

So now "the righteousness of God without the law 1s
manifested. . . . even the righteousness of God which is by faith of
Jesus Christ, unto all and upon all them that believe." What does
that word "believe" mean when God speaks it? [Congregation:
"Faith."] And what is genuine faith? Submission of the will to Him,
a yielding of the heart to Him, a fixing of the affections upon Him.
That 1s what He means here to those who will receive Him,
because believing 1s receiwing when God speaks. He says so in the first
chapter of John, 12th verse. "But as many as recewed him, to them
gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that belzeve
on his name." "Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of
Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe: for there is no
difference." Then we can every one here have it tonight? Can have
1t? Have 1t, because we believe it.

Well now that is the object of the law then, 1s it not? To bring us
to Jesus Christ that we may be justified by faith, made righteous by
faith, that His righteousness--the righteousness of God in Christ--
may be ours? That 1s it. Well, when that is true, when we have got
there, then what 1s the use of the law? Then what is the law for?
[Congregation: "It witnesses."| Exactly. Let us read now that part
of the twenty-first verse that I did not read: "But now the
righteousness of God without the law is manifested, being witnessed
by the law." That 1s as far as we need to read just now. The other
belongs there, though. Then, when the law gives a knowledge of
sin, in order that we may have the knowledge of the abundance of
grace to take away the sin, then grace reigns through righteousness
unto eternal life by Jesus Christ--and this righteousness of God by
faith in Christ 1s our own through the working of the law, and this
knowledge of sin has brought us to Christ, and we have Him, and
the law is satisfied 1n all its demands that it has made upon us.



Now when 1t 15 satisfied in all its demands 1t has made upon us,
then will it stick to that and keep on saying that it is satisfied. That
that 1s all right? When the law has made demands upon us that we
cannot satisfy by any other possible means except by Jesus Christ
being present in ourselves, then, will the law of God, as long as we
stay there, stand right there and say, "That is right, and I am
satisfied with 1t"? [Congregation: "Yes."| Then if anybody begins to
question 1t and says, "It is not so," then we have witnesses to prove
1t, have we?

Now you see this: that it 1s necessary for several reasons that we
should have witnesses. One in our own connection and in our own
personal experience is this: When God speaks and we believe it,
then we know, each one for himself that the righteousness of God
1s our own, that we are entitled to it, that it belongs to us and that
we can rest 1n perfect peace upon it. But there are other people that
need to know this, too. Can they know it by my saying so?
[Congregation: "No."| Can they know it by my saying that I assent
to this and that I say that is so and therefore it 1s so? Will that
convince them? Is that proof enough to them? [Congregation:
"No."] They need something better even than my word. Don't you
see, the Lord has met that very demand and has given us witnesses
to which they can appeal and they can go and ask these witnesses

whenever
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they please whether this that we have i1s genuine or not. Is that so?
[Congregation: "Yes."]

They need not come and inquire of us; if they inquire of us, of
course we can tell them what the Lord has told us to say and if that
is not enough, they can go and ask those witnesses. We can say,
There are some friends of mine. They know me from my birth till
now. They know me better than I do myself and if you want any
more than this that I say, go and ask them. They will tell you. How
many of them are there? [Congregation: "Ten."| is their word
worth anything? Do they tell the truth? Ah, they are truth itself.
They are the truth. Psalm 119:142. Well then it is impossible for
them to testify otherwise in bearing witness than that. When they



say that that demand 1s satisfied, ""This life 1s well pleasing to me,"
that 1s enough for anybody in the wuniverse, is it not?
[Congregation: "Yes."|

So then the man who claims to believe in Jesus and claims the
righteousness of God which comes to the believer in Jesus, is his
claiming it enough for this world? [Congregation: "No."] Or is our
word in regard to it enough? [Congregation: "No."] Well, they will
say and there are lots of them that will say it, "Why yes, we believe
in the Saviour. I have a right to claim, too, the righteousness that
He has, the perfect holiness and perfect sanctification and that I
have not sinned for ten years and am above all temptation, even,
and I know 1t." Well, how do you know it? "Why;, 1 feel it in my heart.
I feel it in my heart and have for several years." Well, that is no
evidence at all, for "the heart i1s deceitful above all things and
desperately wicked." Deceitful above fhow many things?
[Congregation: "All things."] All things? [Congregation: "Yes."]
Above Satan even? [Congregation: "Yes."| Is the heart actually
deceitful above all things? [Congregation: "Yes."| He says so,
whether we can understand it or not. It 1s more deceitful than
Satan himself, isn't it? [Congregation: "Yes."| The heart will
deceive me quicker and more often than Satan will.

Well then when that person feels in hus heart 1s that a good kind of
evidence? When my heart says that I am good, then what 1s it
doing? [Congregation: "It is deceiving."] Solomon said, "He that
trusteth his own heart is a fool." And he 1s not only a fool, but he is
Jooled in this thing, 1s he not? [Congregation: "Yes."] It 1s bad
enough for a wise man to be fooled, but when a fool 1s fooled, what
in the world 1s the thing coming to? Therefore, we cannot afford to
trust such things as that on such an important question as this. No,
sir. We need better evidence than a man's heart that he has got the
righteousness of God and that he is all right and is fit for the
judgment and that he has not sinned for ten years, holy and
sanctified and above temptation, etc., etc. We need something
better than that, and the fact of the matter is, Jesus was here in this
world a good while, and He never was above temptations while He
was here. Christians are not, either, while they live.



Well then that evidence 1s not enough. We want something more
than that. And if that person who claims to have the righteousness
of God by faith in Jesus Christ has only that for a witness, and his
testimony can go only that far, then what is his claim worth!
[Congregation: "Nothing at all."| Just nothing at all. It is a
deceptive claim. He never can realize upon it. So the Lord has not
left us there. Last night we found in our lesson that when we want
to know that these things are so in our experience we are not to
look within to find out whether it is so, but to look at what God says
to see whether it 1s so. When we have found Jesus Christ and have
Him then the Lord does not want us to look within to see whether
He 1s there. He has furnished us witnesses, whose testimony will tell
us all the time that He 1s there and these will tell everybody else
that He 1s there. The righteousness of God is now manifested
which 1s by faith of Jesus Christ and when it 1s, it 1s witnessed by the
law.

Then the law 1s, first, to bring us unto Christ and after it has led
us to Christ and we have found Him, then it witnesses that that 1s
just the thing. First, to give the knowledge of sin and second to
witness to the righteousness of God which is by faith. Well then
anybody who uses the law of God for any other purpose than these
two purposes at any time, what is He doing with the law of God?
[Congregation: "Perverting it."| He 1s perverting the whole thing.
He 1s using it for purposes that God never intended at all. So then,
though a man or an angel use the law of God in any other way or
for any other purpose than those two things--a man can use it for
both, but angels can use it for one--He has perverted the law of
God.

Where i1s our righteousness from? [Congregation: "God."]
"Their righteousness if of me, saith the Lord." 2 Cor. 4:6. "For
God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath
shined in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory
of God in the face of Jesus Christ." Where do we find the
knowledge of the glory of God? [Congregation: "In the face of
Jesus Christ."] In the face of Jesus Christ.



Now 2 Cor. 3:18. "But we all, with open face beholding as in a
glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from
glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord." Then what is it

that we see 1n the face of Jesus Christ? [Congregation:
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"The glory of the Lord."] What is the glory of the Lord? We have
read here, we have been told here, by the Spirit of God, that the
message of the righteousness of God which 1s by faith of Jesus
Christ, that is the beginning of #he glory that 1s to lighten the whole
earth. Then what is the glory of God? His righteousness; His
character. Where do we find it? In Jesus Christ. There is the glory
of God revealed in the face of Jesus Christ. He said so, you see.
That 1s where we look for it.

Do we look to the law for righteousness? [Congregation: "No."|
Even after we have been brought to Christ, do we look there for
righteousness? [Congregation: "No."| Where do we look for
righteousness? In the face of Jesus Christ. There "we all, with open
face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into
the same image from glory to glory," from righteousness to
righteousness, from character to character, from goodness to
goodness, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.

Then don't you see how the righteousness of God and the Holy
Spirit go hand in hand? Don't you see that when we obtain the
righteousness which is by faith of Jesus Christ, the blessing of
Abraham indeed, that then the Holy Spirit cannot be kept away
from us. You cannot separate the two. They belong together. Then
when we have that and know that we have that by the faith in His
word, then He says we have a right to ask for the Holy Spirit and to
recelve it too.

Why, look at it. Gal. 4:5: He came "to redeem them that were
under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons. And
because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into
your hearts." He sends it. He does not want to hold it back. He sends
it into the heart. It is a free gift.

Then I say, don't you see that it is impossible to keep the
righteousness of God and the Holy Spirit separate? So then,



"changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the
Spirit of the Lord" and when the image of God in Jesus Christ 18
found in us, what then? There 1s the impress, the seal of God. You
have heard that in the other lessons. When by looking into the face
of Jesus Christ, and there alone, having received the righteousness
of God which 1s by faith in Him and looking ever into His glorious
face that reflects the glory of God, the effect of that is to change us
into the same 1mage, to perfect the image of God, and restore it in
us, by the working of the Spirit of God upon the soul. And when
that 1s done, then the same Spirit of God 1s there to affix the seal of
the living God, the eternal impress of His own image.

So then after we have come to Christ, after we have found Him,
then we do not look into the law for righteousness. Where do we
look? [Congregation: "In the face of Jesus Christ."] Into the face of
Jesus Christ, and while we look there what does the law say?
[Congregation: "That is right."] The law testifies, "That 1s the
place to look. That i1s what I want you to have. That is satisfactory.
We are perfectly agreed." Where in heaven do the angels look?
Don't they look into the law to see whether they are right or not?
[Voice: "Always beholding the face of our Father."| "Their angels
do always behold the face of my Father which is in heaven." Then
where does the righteousness of the angels come from?
[Congregation: "God."] From God through Jesus Christ, 1s it not?
And what does the law 1n the throne of God, the foundation of His
throne, what does the original copy of His law do there? When the
angels look into the face of Him who sits upon the throne, what
does the law, that never was touched by man, and never could be,
what does it do there? It witnesses to the righteousness of God
which they obtain without the law.

This was always the true idea of the uses of the law of God.
When the people had sinned and done anything against the
commandments of the Lord concerning things which ought not to
be done and were guilty, then they were to bring the sacrifice they
were forgiven. Lev. 4. And then as now the commandments
witnessed to the righteousness which they obtained by faith in
Jesus. And therefore the Tabernacle was called "The Tabernacle of



witness." Acts 7:44 and Numbers 17:7, 8; 18:2. The tabernacle of
the testimony is the same thing, because testimony 1s the evidence
given by a witness. So that the tabernacle was the tabernacle of
witness or testimony, the ark was the ark of the testimony or
witness, because 1t contained the tables of the testimony. The tables
of stone, the tables of the law, were the tables of the festimony,
because they were the evidence of the witness, which God
appointed to witness to the righteousness of God, which comes
without the law, by faith of Jesus Christ alone. Then it is
everlastingly true throughout the universe that "If righteousness
come by the law, then Christ 1s dead in vain." Gal. 2:21. Forever
and everywhere it 1s true that "Their righteousness is of me, saith
the Lord." And the law witnesses to the righteousness which all
obtain from God without the law, but by Jesus Christ.

Then isn't 1t true, as I said, awhile ago, that whether man or
angel, if he uses the law of God for any other than one, or both of
these two purposes, he perverts the law of God entirely from what
God ever intended. Well then the righteousness of God which 1s by

faith of Jesus Christ, that
416

satisfies everything, does it not? Everything now, and how long?
[Congregation: "Forever."] Now and evermore it satisfies
everything. Well then we may know for our own selves that it is
ours by the evidences that God gave us last night and they are
everlastingly sure, and everybody in this world may know that we
are entitled to it, by the witnesses that God has given.

Well, this 1s to fit us for the seal of God, the righteousness of
God, in order that through this we may be changed from glory to
glory, into the same image, and when that is completed what then?
What witnesses to that? [Congregation: "The Sabbath of the
Lord."] It will witness to that finished completed work all the way
through.

As Professor Prescott gave us in his sermon, it is the presence of
Christ that makes holy and sanctifies the place where it 1s. And
when the presence of Christ is there in its fulness, then what is that
place? That is sanctified. What 1s the sign of sanctification?



[Congregation: The Sabbath."] And sanctification complete 1s
God's complete work in the soul. Then when the work of God 18
completed in the soul, the law of God will witness to it all the way.
But what particular part of the law of God i1s a witness to that
particular thing, the complete sanctification of His people?
[Congregation: "The Sabbath of the Lord."] It stands there as the
witness and as the chief witness and the two coming together testify
and the seal 1s affixed. That work is completed.

Brethren, how can we get away from the seal of God? Then are
we not right now in the time of the sealing? [Congregation: "Yes."]
And it 1s through the righteousness of God which is by faith of
Jesus Christ, 1s it not? Yes, sir. And then when that seal 1s received;
when that 1s affixed there, then these can stand through the time of
the plagues, through all the temptations and trials of Satan when
he works with all power and signs and lying wonders. For the
promise 1s "as thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will
keep thee from the hour of temptation, which shall come upon all
the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth."

And when that is past--then entrance into the heavenly city.
Entrance mto the heavenly city. Thank the Lord. There are the
tests that we are to pass through, but, brethren, when we have this
righteousness of Jesus Christ, we have that which will pass through
every test.

And 1n that day there are going to be two parties there. There
are going to be some there when the door 1s shut, and they will
want to go in, and they say, "Lord, open to us. We want to come
in." And someone comes and asks, "What have you done that you
should come 1n? What right have you to enter the inheritance here?
What claim have you upon that?" "Oh, we are acquainted with
you. We have eaten and drunk in thy presence, and thou hast
taught 1in our streets. Yes, besides that we have prophesied in thy
name. In thy name we have cast out devils and in thy name we
have done many wonderful works. Why, we have done many
wonderful things. Lord, is not that evidence enough? Open the
door."



What is the answer? "Depart from me, ye that work iniquity."
What did they say? "We have done many wonderful works. Iz have
done them. e are all right. Iz are righteous. We are just. Exactly
right. Therefore we have a right to be there. Open the door." But
"we'" does not count there, does 1t?

There is going to be another company there that day--a great
multitude that no man can number--all nations and kindreds and
tongues and people, and they will come up to enter in. And if
anyone should ask them that question, "What have you done that
you should enter here? What claim have you here?" The answer
would be:

"Oh, I have not done anything at all to deserve it. I am a sinner,
dependent only on the grace of the Lord. Oh I was so wretched, so
completely a captive and in such a bondage that nobody could
deliver me but the Lord Himself; so miserable that all I could ever
do was to have the Lord constantly to comfort me, so poor that I
had constantly to beg from the Lord; so blind that no one but the
Lord could cause me to see; so naked that no one could clothe me
but the Lord Himself. All the claim that I have is what Jesus has
done for me. But the Lord has loved me. When in my wretchedness
I cried, He delivered me. When in my misery I wanted comfort, He
comforted me all the way. When in my poverty I begged, He gave
me riches. When in my blindness I asked Him to show me the way,
that I might know the way, He led me all the way and made me to
see. When I was so naked that no one could clothe me, why, He
gave me this garment that I have on, and so all I can present, all
that I have to present as that upon which I can enter, any claim
that would cause me to enter, 1s just what He has done for me. If
that will not pass me, then I am left out, and that will be just too. If
I am left out, I have no complaint to make. But, oh, will not this
entitle me to enter and possess the inheritance?"

But he says, "Well, there are some very particular persons here.
They want to be fully satisfied with everybody that goes by here.
We have ten examiners here. When they look into a man's case and
say that he 1s all right, why then he can pass. Are you willing that
these shall be called to examine into your case?" And we shall



answer, "Yes, yes, because I want to enter in, and I am willing to
submit to any examination, because even if I am left out I have no

complaint to make. I am lost an}x;ay when I am left to myself.

"Well," says he, "we will call them then." And so those ten are
brought up and they say, "Why, yes, we are perfectly satisfied with
him. Why, yes, the deliverance that he obtained from his
wretchedness 1 that which our Lord wrought; the comfort that he
had all the way and that he needed so much is that which our Lord
gave. The wealth that he has, whatever he has, poor as he was, the
Lord gave 1t, and blind, whatever he sees, it is the Lord that gave it
to him. And he sees only what 1s the Lord's. And naked as he was,
that garment that he has on, the Lord gave it to him. The Lord

wove it, and 1t 1s all divine. It 1s only Christ. Why, yes, /e can come in."
[Here the congregation began singing:--
"Jesus paid it all,
All to him | owe;
Sin had left a crimson stain:
He washed it white as snow."]

And then, brethren, there will come over the gates a voice of
sweetest music, full of the gentleness and compassion of my
Saviour--the voice will come from within, "Come 1n, thou blessed
of the Lord." [Congregation: "Amen."| "Why standest thou
without?" And the gate will be swung wide open, and we shall have
"an abundant entrance into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ."

Oh, He 1s a complete Saviour. He is my Saviour. My soul doth
magnify the Lord. My soul shall rejoice in the Lord, brethren,
tonight. Oh, I say with David, come and magnity the Lord with me
and let us exalt His name together. He has made complete
satisfaction. There is not anything against us, brethren. The way is
clear. The road is open. The righteousness of Christ satisfies. That
is light and love and joy and eternal excellence.

Isn't it true, then, of Isa. 60:1: "Arise, shine, for thy light s come
and the glory of the Lord s risen upon thee. For, behold, the
darkness shall cover the earth and gross darkness the people, but
the Lord shall arise upon thee and his glory shall be seen upon



thee." Brethren, He can do it. He wants to. Let us let Him.
[Congregation: "Amen."] And let us praise Him while He 1s doing
1t.

Now can't we praise the Lord. Then everybody in this house
that wants to do it, you just go right ahead now. I will say amen to
every word of it, for my soul magnifies Him, too, brethren. My soul
praises Him, too brethren, because He is my Saviour. He has
completed the work. He has done His gracious work. He has saved
me. He saves all. Let us thank him forevermore.

Professor Prescott: The times of refreshing are here, brethren.
The Spirit of God 1s here. Open the heart, open the heart. Open

the heart in praise and thanksgiving.

THE THIRD ANGEL'S MESSAGE - 19
A. T. Jones

We will begin tonight with the first verse of Revelation 14:--

"And I looked and lo a Lamb stood on the mount Sion and with
him a hundred forty and four thousand, having his Father's name
written 1n their foreheads." This same number 1s referred to in the
7th chapter and 4th verse, but I read from the first verse, however:
"And after these things I saw four angels standing on the four
corners of the earth, holding the four winds of the earth that the
wind should not blow on the earth, nor on the sea, nor on any tree.
And I saw another angel ascending from the east, having the seal of
the living God: and he cried with a loud voice to the four angels, to
whom it was given to hurt the earth and the sea, Saying, Hurt not
the earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed the
servants of our God in their foreheads. And I heard the number of
them that were sealed: and there were sealed a hundred and forty

and four thousand."
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All we read these two scriptures for 1s to get the connection,
which shows that the seal of God and the name of God are
inseparably connected. The 144,000 had the name of their Father
in their foreheads, and they were sealed with the seal of the living
God 1n their foreheads. Then, when we find out what the name of



God 1s, we shall know what the seal of God 1s, for that which will
bring to us His name and put in our minds His name and put upon
us and 1n us His name will be the seal of God.

Now turn to Exodus 3:13, 14. This refers to the ime when the
Lord appeared to Moses in the burning bush. He sent Him to
deliver the people of God from Egypt: "And Moses said unto God,
Behold, when I come unto the children of Israel, and shall say unto
them, The God of your fathers hath sent me unto you, and they
shall say to me, What is his name? what shall I say unto them? and
God said unto Moses, | AM THAT I AM. And he said, Thus shalt
thou say unto the children of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto you."
The Lord had said to Him so far only this, as we read in the sixth
verse, "I am the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God
of Isaac, and the God of Jacob."

Now, Moses asks, "When I come unto the children of Israel, and
shall say unto them, the God of your fathers hath sent me unto
you; and they shall say to me, What is his name? what shall I say
unto them? and God said unto Moses, I AM THAT I AM: and he
said, thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, I AM hath sent
me unto you. and God said moreover unto Moses, Thus shalt thou
say unto the children of Israel, The Lord God of your fathers, the
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, hath
sent me unto you: this ts my name forever;, and this is my memonial unto
all generations."

But what 1s His name? "I AM THAT I AM." He had said, and
they knew, that he was the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac,
and the God of Jacob," and the God of their fathers. They knew
their fathers had a God whom they worshiped. These folks had
heard of the God of their fathers. They remembered, though
dimly now, the God of their fathers, but now he reveals to them
that the God of their fathers 1s the God whose name 1s 'I AM
THAT I AM," and "this i1s my name forever, and this 1s my
memorial unto all generations."

Then the name of God and His memorial go together. Do you
see? But, what 1s His name? "I AM," only? No. His name is not

simply 'I AM," BUT 'T am" what? "I AM." That is the idea of



"that"; "I AM" that which, or what, "I AM." Now it is not enough
you see for the Lord to state to men that He is, but we need to now
that He 1s what He 1s, for the knowledge of Himself to do us any
good. Existence i1s to us not enough to know of God--it is not
enough for us to know that He exists, but we need to know what He
1s and what He exists for in respect to us. Therefore He did not say
simply, "I AM,' that is my name." No, but "I AM" what T AM."
That 1s His name and if we will know God truly, we must know not
only that He 1s, but that He 1s what He 1s and until we know what he
1s, we do not know Him.

The same thought 1s expressed in Heb. 11:6: "Without faith it is
impossible to please Him (God): for he that cometh to God must
believe that he 1s, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently
seek him." Well, what is the reward which God gives to those who
seek Him? It 1s Himself; Himself, all He 1s, and all that He has. But,
if we had all that He has without having Himself, what good would
that do us? You see, if we had all that He has, and were still
ourselves, we would be simply supreme--well the next thing to
devils, would we not? To give a man all that God has and he still
remaining the man that He 1s, it would be a fearful thing
Therefore it is nothing to us that God gives us all that He has,
unless He gives us what He is, unless He gives us Himself. Therefore,
when He gives us what He 1s, giving us Himself, His character, His
nature and His disposition, then we can use what he 1s as well as
what He has, in his fear and to His glory. Consequently the same
thought 1s there, not only that He 1s, but He 1s what He 15, and "He
that cometh to God must believe that he 1s" and that He 1s what He
18.

Well, then, to follow this thought, what 1s God first of all to all
things and all persons in the universe? [Congregation: "Creator."]
Assuredly! The first thing that He 1s to anything, animate or
inanimate is Creator; for by Him all things exist. He 1s author of all
things. Then the first thing for men, for angels, or intelligences is to
know Him as Creator. Now, He says, 'I AM THAT I AM." Then
the first that comes to any creature as to what He 1s; that is,
understanding His name, is that He 1s Creator. So we have found



that in connection with His name His memorial stands inseparable.
And therefore "this 1s my name forever, and this is my memorial unto
all generations."

Turn to Ezekiel 20:20. You are familiar with the scripture: "And
hallow my Sabbaths, and they shall be a sign between me and you,
that ye may know that I am the Lord your God." What is the
Sabbath a sign of, then? A sign that He 1s the Lord God. But that
He 1s the Lord God in point of exustence, that 1s not His name. It 1s
more than that, but the Sabbath being the sign that He 1s Lord

God, 1s it not the sign that He 1s what He 1s, as well as that He 1s?
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[Congregation: "Yes."] Now, think of that. Is it? [Congregation:
"Yes, sir."] The Sabbath being the sign that He is the true God--
and He having told us that He is what He 1s, therefore the Sabbath
is the sign of what God 13 as well as the sign that He 1s. See?
[Congregation: "Yes."] Then that being His name, "I AM" what "I
AM," and the Sabbath being the sign that He 1s what He 1s, don't
you see how that 13 His name forever, and that is His memonal
forever? Then, He has given the Sabbath. "Remember the Sabbath
day to keep it holy." He has given that as the memorial that He is the
Lord. Consequently, "that 13 my name forever." That is His
memonial.

[Voice: "Please repeat that."] All right. Let us go back and take
the thought at the beginning. The Sabbath, He says "ye shall
hallow," and it shall be a sign. Saturday is not a sign of the true
God. Saturday is not anything. A man who keeps Saturday can do
so without knowing the Lord just as He can keep Sunday without
knowing the Lord, but He can't keep the Sabbath without knowing
the Lord. There are three classes of observers of a day in the
world: There are Saturday-keepers, Sunday-keepers, and Sabbath-
keepers. What God wants 1s Sabbath-keepers. But there has been
too many Saturday-keepers pretending to be Sabbath-keepers.
That 1s the mischief of these last days.

"Hallow my Sabbaths, and they shall be a sign." That is the
thing to start with. Then the Sabbath 1s a sign which He has set for
us, which He Himself has given, "that ye may know that I am the



Lord your God." The Sabbath being the sign that He is the Lord
God, He 1s not only God in point of existence, but He 1s, and He 13
what He 1s, for that 1s His name. See? "I AM" what "I AM," The
Lord God. The Sabbath 1s a sign that He 1s the Lord God. The
Sabbath, therefore, 1s a sign that He is, and that He 1s what He 1s.
But His name, He says, 1s "I AM THAT I AM." "This is my name
forever, and this is my memorial unto all generations." The sign
that He 1s what He 1s 1s what? [Congregation: ""The Sabbath."] But
He says, "The Sabbath is my memorial." "He hath made a
memorial for His wonderful works," and so on. Then, don't you see
that that which 1s the sign that He 1s what He i1s, that being His
name forever, that is His memorial forever? Now, shall I say it over?
[Voice: "No, I can see that."| Have you got that now?
[Congregation: "Yes, sir."]

Well, now let us go on with it. The Sabbath being the sign that
He 1s, and that He 1s what He 1s, and the first thing that He is is
Creator, the first thing that the Sabbath then must signify 1s
Creator. But, 1s that the only thing that it will signify? No, because
He 1s more than that not more than that in the sense of being
different from that--because all things are in that, but what He 1s in
that 1s more largely expressed in other places, so that we can know
more fully what He 1s in that. Well then Exodus 31:17: "It 1s a sign
between me and the children of Israel forever: for in six days the
Lord made heaven and earth, and on the seventh day He rested
and was refreshed." Now, it 1s a sign "that ye may know that I am
the Lord your God." And wherein is it this sign? Is it not because
"In six days the Lord made heaven and earth and on the seventh
day he rested and was refreshed." It being a sign of that because
He did that, it 1s a sign of Himself in the doing of that. Is that so?
[Voice: "Yes."|

Now put the two together: It 1s a sign that He is the Lord, because
"In six days" He "made heaven and earth." Then, as we have
found,the first thing that God is is Creator. The first thing that the
Sabbath signifies 1s Creator, m signifying what He 1s. But the
Sabbath commandment 1s, "Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it
holy. Six days shalt thou labor, and do all thy work: but the seventh



day 1s the Sabbath of the Lord thy God: in it thou shalt not do any
work. . . . For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea,
and all that in them 1s, and rested the seventh day: wherefore the
Lord blessed the Sabbath day and hallowed it."

Now remember the Sabbath day. What 1s the Sabbath day? As
we have already read in the twentieth chapter of Ezekiel: "A sign
that ye may know that I am the Lord." Remember that thing which
signifies that I am God. We are to remember that thing which
signifies that He i1s God. Then 1s not that the memorial which
brings Him to people's remembrance? For that is what a memorial
is for, to bring to remembrance. He wants to be brought to the
remembrance of His creatures and has given that which will do it.
And now He tells us "remember that thing which will do it."

Now a thought right there: We are to remember the thing that
brings Him to remembrance, or, in another word, brings Him to
mind. When He is brought to mind, He is not only brought there as
He who exists, but as what He 1s. And when He for what He 1s, 1s
brought to our minds, that is His name, 1s it not? Where 1s the
name? [Congregation: "In the forehead."] "With the mind I serve
the law of God." See? Then God wants to be in people's minds?
And the Sabbath is that which brings Himself--not a theory of
Him--but Himself, to bring Him to the remembrance, to bring Him
to mind, because the Sabbath is the sign "that I am the Lord your
God." And now remember the sign, remember that which signifies
and brings to mind Myself, brings to mind the Lord thy God. And
He 1s what He 1s. To bring Him and what He 1s to your mind. That

is the thought. Then is not that His memorial?
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The very purpose of a memorial, the very object of it is to bring
the thing that is touched upon to mind. So you can see that that
being the case, the name of God and His memorial, His Sabbath,
cannot be separated at all. Consequently when He told Moses that
"I am that I am," that s His name forever, and that s His memorial
to all generations; because the memorial brings Him to mind, and
bringing Him to mind, as what He 1s, that puts God into the mind
in His real name, and so the Father's name in the minds of those



people who are mentioned 1s the seal of the living God in their
foreheads.

The first thing, then, that is signified thus in the Sabbath is
Creator, creative power, but that is brought to mind through the
things which are made. It 1s a sign that He is the Lord because He
made all these things. Consequently the Sabbath is the sign, the
memorial of the Lord our God as manifested in creation.

Now let us study a moment how He manifested Himself in
creation. Heb. 1:1,2: "God, who at sundry times and in divers
manners spake unto the fathers by the prophets, hath in these last
days spoken unto us by His Son, whom He hath appointed heir of
all things, by whom also he made the worlds."

And the first verses of John: "In the beginning was the Word,
and the Word was with God and the Word was God. The same
was 1n the beginning with God. All things were made by him, and
without him was not anything made that was made." Now the 14th
verse: "And the Word was made flesh and dwelt among us."

There 1s another verse we will read right upon the same thing,
which tells it in a different way. Eph. 3:9, and the last words of the
verse: "God, who created all things by Jesus Christ."

Then God in creation manifested Himself in and through Jesus
Christ. Is that so? [Congregation: "Yes."| Then the man who does
not know Jesus Christ, will he get right ideas of created things, of
creation? [Congregation: "No."| He will not find God there; he will
not find the i1deas of God there, because God is manifested in
Christ in creation.

Now further: How did He manifest Himself in Christ in
creation? In creating, we had better say, perhaps, because we are at
the origin of all things now. How, then, did He manifest Himself in
Christ in creating? Ps. 33:6, 9: "By the word of the Lord were the
heavens made, and all the host of them by the breath of his
mouth." "For he spake, and # was; he commanded, and it stood
fast." I was there.

Heb. 11:3: "Through faith we understand that the worlds were
framed by the word of God, so that things which are seen were not

made of things which do appear." So far we have found that God



manifested in creation 1s the first thing in which what He s can be
known. But God 1s manifested in creating, in Jesus Christ; and God
1s manifest in creating in Jesus Christ, by His word. And that word by
which He created all things has in it the power to make a thing
appear which before could not be seen at all, because 1t was not.
See? "The worlds were framed by the word of God, so that things
which are seen were not made of things which do appear." Then
after God spoke, things were seen which before He spoke did not
appear at all. Nobody could see them. Then there is power in the
word which God in Jesus Christ speaks, that is able to make a
thing; in other words, able to produce the thing which He names in
the word He speaks. That 1s, God can call those things which be
not as though they were and not lie. A man can speak of those
things which be not as though they were, but there is no power in
His word to produce the thing which He speaks, and consequently
He lies.

And there are many people who do that thing. They speak of
those things that are not as though they were, but it is a lie. And the
reason that it 1s a lie 1s that there is no power in them or their word
to produce the thing. They would willingly have it that way, they
would willingly have what they are speaking to be real; but it is not
so, and they speak of it as though it were, yet it 1s a lie, however
much they would like to have it be real. There is no power in their
word to produce the thing desired in their minds when they speak
the word.

But God is not such. The thought that 1s in His mind, expressed
in a word, the word produces the thing that was in the thought.
The creative energy, the divine power, is in the word which God
speaks. Consequently, when there were no worlds that appeared at
all, God in Jesus Christ spoke, and there the worlds were, and there
they are yet, because He spoke then.

Now let us read two verses that have these thoughts in them.
Not only does the word of God which He speaks, produce the
thing that is in the thought, but it keeps that thing in existence after
it 1s produced, and in the place where God wants it, after it is



produced. I want you to see that the word which God shall speak
has all that power in it.

Now turn to Col. 1:14. He 1s speaking of Christ the Son of
God, "in whom we have redemption through his blood, even the
forgiveness of sins: who 1s the image of the invisible God, the
firstborn of every creature: for by him were all things created, that
are 1n heaven and that are in earth, visible and invisible whether
they be thrones or dominions or principalities or powers: all things

were created by him and
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for him and he is before all things and by him all things consist." Or
by Him all things fold together. But what made them? What made
this world as it 1s? The power of His word. [Voice: "He
commanded and 1t stood fast."| The world is quite large. There are
a good many ingredients in it, but when He spoke, it came, with all
the ingredients in it. The word, then, that produced it holds it
together in the shape that 1t is.

Well then, now the other thought in the third verse of Heb. first
chapter: "God, who at sundry times and in diverse manners spake
in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, hath in these last days
spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all
things, by whom also he made the worlds; who being the brightness
of his glory and the express image of his person, and upholding all
things by the word of hus power" What holds these up since they were
made? [Congregation: "The word of His power."| Has he been
compelled to keep on talking since He spake that time, in order to
keep these things in place? [Congregation: "No."] Is it necessary
that He should keep on talking to the world every day, to hold it
together? [Congregation: "No."| Is it necessary that He should
keep on talking all the time to the worlds and the planets to keep
them in their courses and in their places? No. the word which
produced them in the beginning has in it the creative power which
holds them together and holds them up.

2 Peter 3:1-7: ""This second epistle, beloved, I now write unto
you; in both which I stir up your pure minds by way of
remembrance; that ye may be mindful of #e words which were



spoken before by the holy prophets." Mindful of what? The words
which were spoken before by the holy prophets. Why are we to
remember them? Because He wants us to find out what those
words are worth, and, remembering the words, to obtain in our
minds, in our lives, the strength and the force of the words.
Because the words which were spoken by the prophets were the
words of God, which they spake by "the Spirit of Christ which was in
them, when it testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ and the
glory that should follow."

Mindful of #hose words, then; "and of the commandment of us
the apostles of the Lord and Saviour: knowing this first, that there
shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts,
and saying, Where 1s the promise of his coming? for since the
fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the
beginning of the creation. For this they willingly are ignorant of" --
that 1s, people that talk that way, that all things continue as they
were from the beginning, are willingly ignorant--"that by #e word of
God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of the
water and in the water: whereby the world that then was, being
overflowed with water, perished."

By what did the world overflow with water? [Congregation:
"The word of God."] God spoke. "But the heavens and the earth,
which are now, by the same word are kept in store, reserved unto fire."
What does he call our attention to there, in respect to the word
which he wants us to remember. He wants us to be fully minded of
the words of God, because that word at the first produced the worlds;
that word holds them there; that word brought the flood; that word
rescued the earth from the flood, and still keeps it.10 Then that
word that can produce worlds and recover worlds; #hat word he
would have us to keep fully in mind, that we may know the power of
that word.

Well, then you see in all this there 1s the same thought still, that
that word which produced all, holds all together, holds all up, and
preserves all, until God speaks again. When He speaks again, then
everything goes to pieces; for when that day comes in which there
comes "a great voice out of the temple of heaven, from the throne,



saying, It is done," then there are thunderings and lightnings and
voices and an earthquake, such as was not since men were upon
the earth, so mighty an earthquake and so great, and "every island
fled away, and the mountains were not found"; and the cities of the
nations fall; the heaven itself splits open and rolls away. I tell you
when that day comes the man who 1s fully minded of #e word that
does it all, he 1s perfectly safe. Because when that word which
produces these things is my confidence, when that word is my
foundation, when that word itself 1s my trust, why, no difference 1if
the earth does go, His word remains; that 1s all right.

So then God was manifest in Christ by His word in creating and
1s still manifest thus, in the created things--in creating, in
preserving, holding together, and holding up. So that gravitation is
God in Jesus Christ. Science tells us that the law of gravitation
holds things up, you know; but what 1s gravitation? "Why, that is
what holds things up." There i1s a better answer than that. That
answer 1s gravitation, the law of gravitation, holds all these things
up and 1in their places. But what 1s gravitation? It is the power of
God manifested in Jesus Christ in creation; that is gravitation.

Cohesion, in science, 1s to hold together. But what is cohesion?
All the answer that science can give i1s, The word "cohesion" 13
from two Latin words, co and haerere, signifying to hold together; in
other words, cohesion 1s cohesion; that i1s the answer. There 1s a
better answer than that. There 1s God's answer, and He tells us that
cohesion is the power of God manifested in Jesus Christ in
creation; for by Him all things consist, cohere, hold together; that is
cohesion.

The origin of all things is not spontaneous generation; it is not
evolution. It 1s God manifest, the power of God manifested in Jesus
Christ by His word producing all things that are seen, which before
did not appear at all. Then God in Jesus Christ is the origin of all
things; that 1s creation. God in Jesus Christ 1s the preserver of all
things; that is cohesion. God in Jesus Christ 1s the upholder of all
things, and that is gravitation.



THE THIRD ANGEL'S MESSAGE - 20
A.T. Jones

Beginning just where we stopped last night--the thought last
night and what we wanted to dwell upon particularly last night,
was to find God in Christ in His word in creation; in creating,
preserving, holding together and holding up, all things.

Six days He employed in creating, and then the record is (Gen.
2:1-3): "Thus the heavens and the earth were finished and all the
host of them. And on the seventh day God ended his work which
he had made. And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it:
because that in it he had rested from all his work which God
created and made." And this made it the Sabbath day_for man; but
the thought still before us is that the Sabbath is the sign that He is
what He 1s, in creating, and 1n all things else that He 1s; at the same
time, however, that all things that He is, is in the fact that He 1s
Creator.

Then, when He had finished creating, He rested and was
refreshed, that is, took delight in the reflection in the created things,
of the thought of His mind, the completion of the purpose, as it
was manifested in the finished creation. That is the thought in the
word "refreshed" in Exodus 31:17. Six days He employed in
making the heavens and the earth, and "the seventh day he rested
and was refreshed," took delight, rejoiced in his completed
purpose, in the creation--the purpose that was in his mind before
creation was spoken into existence. Then He blessed the day, made
it holy and sanctified it. Therefore the commandment tells us:
"Remember the Sabbath day," that 1s, the rest day, "to keep it holy;
six days shalt thou labor, and do all thy work: But the seventh day is
the" rest--"the Sabbath"--the rest "of the Lord thy God." Whose
rest 1s 1t? [Congregation: "God's."] Whose rest is it then that we
should take and enjoy on the Sabbath day? [Congregation:
"God's."| Then the man who takes his own rest and enjoys his own
rest and not the Lord's rest, does he keep the Sabbath?
[Congregation: "No."| He keeps Saturday, doesn't he?
[Congregation: "Yes."] A man who takes his own rest on Saturday,
even though he enjoys his rest on that day, is not keeping the



Sabbath, the Lord's rest, and even though he enjoys it, he keeps
Saturday only and not Sabbath.

The man who receives and enjoys #he Lord's rest on the seventh
day, he keeps the Sabbath, because it 1s God's rest that he keeps.
That 1s what he does. It i1s God's rest day. "Six days shalt thou labor,
and do all thy work: But the seventh day 1s the" rest of the LORD
thy God, not yours. It 1s His; His rest, and when we remember the
rest day, whose rest day is it we remember? Ours or His?
[Congregation: "The Lord's."] Yes, the Lord's. It is altogether
God's rest, and the idea of God's rest in the thought of the Sabbath
commandment, and the reasons that are given 1in the
commandment, are the same. We are to work six days. The reason
is: because the Lord in making heaven and earth worked six days
and rested the seventh. And we are to rest the seventh day, because
the Lord rested, and blessed it, and sanctified it and hallowed 1it.

What kind of rest was that, or is that, which 1s in the seventh
day? [Congregation: "Refreshing."] Whose refreshing?
[Congregation: "God's."] What 1s God? [Congregation: "Spirit."]
God 1s Spirit. The only kind of rest which He could possibly have
is spiritual rest. Then the man who does not obtain and enjoy
spiritual rest in the seventh day, he does not keep the Sabbath,
because Sabbath rest is spiritual rest; it is God's rest, and that alone.
It 1s spiritual rest, and the sabbath is a spiritual thing, and God's
rest 1s in the day; spiritual rest is in the day. And by observing the
day by faith--"spiritual things are spiritually discerned" by
observing the day by faith, that spiritual rest comes to him who
observes the Sabbath. That spiritual rest which God put into the
day, which became a part of the day, that spiritual rest which 1is
there, comes to a man and is enjoyed and known by him who keeps
the Sabbath, the only way it can be kept, by faith in Jesus.

Then He blessed the day. Then the blessing of God is also in the
day; the rest of God 1s in the day, and the joy that we have found,
the refreshing, the delighting, the joy of the Lord is also in the day.
The blessing of the Lord 1s in it, too; for He blessed the day. Now,
1s that blessing in the day yet? [Congregation: "Yes."] If a man does
not observe it or pays no attention to it, is the blessing in it?



[Congregation: "Yes."| But it does not reach the man, if he does
not believe.

Now the thought we had last night--the force of the word of
God--the word of God, which spoke the worlds into existence,
what effect has it on the worlds and has it had since that day?
[Congregation: "It upholds them."] That word that He spoke then
keeps the worlds together and in their courses ever since. How long
will it do so? [Congregation: "Forever."| "The word of our God
abideth forever."

Now there 1s the word of God, that He blessed the seventh day.
What is the effect of that blessing which, away back there, He put
upon the day? It is there yet, and it will always be there, because to
all eternity it will be a fact that God did bless the seventh day; that

He Himself cannot contradict, you
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see. He Himself cannot say that He did not bless the seventh day;
for He says He did. Even if He should blot out the whole of
creation, it would still be a fact that He blessed the seventh day
when it was there. Wouldn't it? [Congregation: "Yes."| Then that is
settled. Then to all eternity it will remain a fact that God did bless
the seventh day. And just as long as it remains a fact that He did it,
so long will it remain a fact that the blessing of God 1s in it and so
long it will remain a fact that the man who observes it as only the
Sabbath can be observed--by faith in Jesus--he will get the blessing
of God out of it and enjoy it as such.

Now referring to the first chapter of Genesis, there we read in
the twenty-seventh and twenty-eighth verses: "God created man in
his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and
female created he them. And God blessed them." What day was that?
[Congregation: "The sixth day."] Then God blessed the man before
He blessed the seventh day. That 1s settled, is it not? [Congregation:
"Yes."| Now 1s it as much of a certainty that He blessed the day as it
is that He blessed the man? [Congregation: "Yes."| Is the blessing
with which He blessed #e day, as real as the blessing with which He
blessed the man? [Congregation: "Just the same."] It 1s as real. What
was the blessing? Whose blessing was it that He put upon the man?



[Congregation: "The blessing of God."] Whose blessing did He put
upon the day? [Congregation: "God's blessing."|] Well, then, when
that blessed man came to that blessed day, did he receive additional
blessing in the day beyond what he had, before he came to the day?
[Congregation: "Yes."|

Then the Sabbath was intended to bring to the man, who was
already blessed of God with spiritual blessings--the Sabbath was to
bring to man additional spiritual blessings? Well, is that so still?
[Congregation: "Yes."] "The word of God liveth and abideth
forever." It 1s so now.

Well then He made the day holy. But what made the day holy?
Now I need not go through the texts on this; you have had these in
Brother Prescott's talk Sabbath before last. What was it that made
the day holy? [Congregation: "The presence of God."] The
presence of God makes things holy. It makes a place holy. It makes
a man holy. The presence of God made the day holy. Then the
holiness of God 1s attached to the day. The presence of God, the
holy presence of God, is attached to the seventh or Sabbath day.
Well then when the man comes to that day, as only man can come
to 1it, spiritually-minded--with the mind of the Spirit of God--and
receives the spiritual rest, the spiritual refreshing that is in 1t, the
spiritual blessing that is in it, does he not also receive that presence,
become a partaker of that presence, in which is the holiness of God
to transform him? He does indeed. And that is Sabbath-keeping.

Well then He sanctified the day, but I need not rehearse those
texts either. What 1s it that sanctifies? [Congregation: "The
presence of God."| Then the presence of God, His sanctifying
power 1s in the seventh day. Is that so? [Congregation: "Yes."| Then
the man who comes to the Sabbath of the Lord according to the
Lord's 1dea of the Sabbath of the Lord, and his intent, obtains
spiritual rest. He finds that there. He finds spiritual refreshing,
delight; he finds spiritual blessing. He finds the presence of God
and the holiness which that presence brings to transform him. And
he finds that sanctifying power in that presence which sanctified the
day to sanctifying him.



For what purpose was all this done? Why was the sabbath made?
[Congregation: "For man."] It was made for man. Well then, God
rested and put His spiritual rest upon the day for man, did He?
[Congregation: "Yes."| God's refreshing, His rejoicing in that day
was for man. The blessing with which He blessed it was for man,
The holiness which His presence brought to it and which His
presence gave to 1it, was for man. His presence sanctifying it was for
man. Well then was it not that man through the Sabbath might be
a partaker of His presence and be made acquainted by living
experience with the spiritual rest of God, the spiritual blessing, the
holiness, the presence of God to make holy, the presence of God to
sanctify him? Is not that what God intended the Sabbath to bring
to man? Well, the man who gets all that in the Sabbath is the man
who 1s a Sabbath-keeper. And he knows it too. He knows it and he is
delighted to know it.

Now another thing: Who was the real present agent in creating?
[Congregation: "Christ."] Who was it that rested? [Congregation:
"Christ."] Who was refreshed? [Congregation: "Christ."] Who
blessed? [Congregation: "Christ."] Whose presence made it holy?
[Congregation: "Christ's"] Whose presence is in the day?
[Congregation: "Christ's."| Then the man whom the presence of Jfesus
Christ does not sanctify, and does not make holy and does not bless and to whom
it dos not bring rest, why, he can't keep the Sabbath. Don't you see, it is only
with Christ in the man that the Sabbath can be kept; because the
Sabbath brings and has in it the presence of Christ.

So you see when God set up the Sabbath, He had set creation all
before man to start with and man could see God in creation. But
the Lord wanted to get nearer to man than that. Man could study

creation and find a knowledge about God. But God wanted him to

have the knowledge of God. In
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creation he could know about Him. In the Sabbath he would know
Him, because the Sabbath brings the living presence, the
sanctifying presence, the hallowing presence, of Jesus Christ, to the
man who observes it indeed. Therefore we see the creation was
before man and he could study God in creation and thus know



about him. But God came nearer than that and set up that which
signifies that God 1s what He 1s, and when the man would find what
God i1s there, then he would not only know about Him from the created
things, but would know Him in Himself.

So then the original purpose of God in creation and the
Sabbath as the sign of it was that man might know God as He s
and what He 1s to the world in and through Jesus Christ. Is not that
so? [Congregation: "Yes."| Do you see that? [Congregation: "Yes."]
What is it _for now, then? [Congregation: ""T'he same."]

Now another thought here. The Sabbath was thus made at the
end of creation and the real thing that made creation week. The
Sabbath then was a sign of the power of God manifested in Jesus
Christ and the sign of a finished creation--the sign of God as
manifested in Jesus Christ in a completed and finished creation. He
saw all that He had made in the five days and behold it was good,
but when it comes to the sixth day, He saw all things, and behold it
was very good. Gen. 1:31. And His purpose stood completed. "thus
the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them,"
and there they were, the expression of the thought that was in His
mind, that the word expressed when He spoke them into existence.
Then the Sabbath--the sign "that I am the Lord your God,"
because in six days He made heaven and earth and on the seventh
day He rested and was refreshed--is the sign of the finished and
completed work of God in creation.

Now let us go on from that. Did man, at that time, in the garden
of Eden, standing as God made him, know all of God that he ever
could know? [Congregation: "No."] Then as each Sabbath day
came, it would bring to him additional knowledge and presence of
God. But who is this? [Congregation: "Christ."] Additional
knowledge and presence of Christ in Himself. Then if he had
remained faithful, he would still have grown in the knowledge of
God, in Himself, in His own experience, growing more and more
in all that the nature of God is. But he didn't stay there. He didn't
remain faithful. The creation was completed as God finished it,
and all the host of them, and they were according to His own
mind. That 1s so. But Satan came in and swung man and all this



world clear out of God's purpose entirely. Didn't he?
[Congregation: "Yes."| Reversed God's order, so that, where God
was reflected to man's mind in all things above and in man himself
before, now Satan is reflected in man and that puts a blur upon the
reflection of God in anything, so that the natural man does not see
God, even 1n nature.

Well, then, when Satan had swung this out of God's purpose,
and turned 1t about and reversed God's order, the Lord did not
leave it then. He said, "I will put enmity between thee and the
woman, and between thy seed and her seed." That broke the
power of Satan over man to that extent that it released him from
total depravity; set him free to find God. But in whom was that
done? [Congregation: "Christ."] Christ again. God in Christ wants
to bring man and the world back again into His original purpose.
And was it not the same power in Christ and by the same means--
His word--that He would bring back men and the world into His
purpose, that produced them in the first place? [Congregation:
"Yes'":l

It was God in Christ, by His word, that produced the world and
man, in the first place. Now Satan has taken it all away from God
and turned it contrary to God's purpose. Now it 1s God in Christ,
by His word, that brings men and the world back into His purpose.
Then 1s not the work of salvation simply the power of God in
another way than that which brought all things in the first place? In
other words, 1s not salvation creation? Assuredly.

Now another thought on that to see it still more plainly, if need
be. Is God's original purpose in creation completed now?
[Congregation: "No."] It was completed, but 1s it now?
[Congregation: "No."| No, sir. When the salvation of mankind 1s
completed will His original purpose then be completed?
[Congregation: "Yes."] Then what is the work of salvation but
God's carrying out and completing His original purpose in
creation? [Voices: It is the same thing."| "My Father worketh
hitherto and I work." Then what can the work of salvation be but
original work of creation? The same God, in the same Son, by the
same means, to accomplish the same purpose. Well, then 1sn't the



sign of this work 1n salvation the same as the sign of that work in
creation? 'To be sure it is.

Then the Sabbath of the Lord is just as certainly the sign of the
creative power of God manifested in Jesus Christ through His
word, n the salvation of my soul as it was in the making of this world
in the first place.

But God 1s revealed everywhere in Christ, in all places, you see.
That 1s the thought before us continually. Then His name 1s I AM
WHAT I AM. But what He is can be known only in Jesus Christ.

Therefore to men, to all intents and purposes, to men
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in this world, Jesus Christ 1s God Himself and what He 1s, 1sn't He?
[Congregation: "Yes."] I say to all intents and purposes--not that it
is making them one, identical and the same individual, but as no
man can know the Father save the Son, and /e to whom the Son wnll
reveal Him, no man can know God except as He is revealed in Jesus
Christ; consequently, to man, Christ is God and all that He can
know of God i1s in Christ. And therefore Christ becomes
practically, to all intents and purposes, God to us; and God said
when He was born, He 1s "God with us."

Well then the Sabbath is the sign that He is the Lord our God.
But it 13 the sign that He 1s what He 1s. Then Christ being God to
us, 1s not the Sabbath the sign of what Jesus Christ is to the man
who believes in Him. [Congregation: "Yes."] At creation it was the
sign of what Jesus Christ is in creation. And now as Christ has to
carry on His own work in salvation in order through this means to
finish His original purpose in creation, the Sabbath is the same sign
of the same creative power; in the same one, Jesus Christ. So it 1s still the
same thing right along. Only now the power is manifested in a
different way from what it was before, because of the reversal of
the order, but it is the same creative power from the same Person in
the same One by the same means, and accomplishing the same purpose.
And therefore the same sign i1s the only one that ever could be
attached to it. You cannot have any other sign of it. It is impossible.
So that it is literally true that the Sabbath of the Lord, the seventh



day, the blessed seventh day, 1s God's own sign of what Jesus Christ
1s to the man who believes in Jesus Christ.

Now let us study that a little further. "All have sinned, and come
short of the glory of God." "The wages of sin is death; therefore
death passed upon all men, for all have sinned." All are dead. Is
that so? [Congregation: "Yes."| They are all gone out of the way.
They are gone from God's original purpose entirely. What is the
first thing that Jesus Christ 1s to the man who believes in Him?
[Congregation: "Creator."] "Created anew in Christ Jesus." God in
Christ unto the sinner 1s still Creator, the very first thing, because
God speaks and he lives. By the word of God we live. And "we are
his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which
God hath before ordained that we should walk in them." Eph.
2:10. Then God made man to walk in good works, but man walked
the other way. Now i Christ God brings man up to the place where
He started him. So salvation is only the accomplishing of the
original purpose of God in Christ in creation.

Well, therefore, "if any man be in Christ he 1s a new creature."
The first thing that Christ is to anybody and the first thing that
God is to anybody--to the sinner--in this world 1s Creator, making
him a new creature. "Create in me a clean heart, O God; renew a
right spirit within me." Then the work of God in salvation is
creation.

Well, when we have thus found Jesus Christ as our Creator and
been made new in Him, then what is the first thing we find in
Jesus? [Congregation: "Rest."] Yes, rest, of course. And there 1s the
first thing that He did in the beginning. He rested. So first thing we
find in the manifestation of His power in us is rest. What kind of
rest? [Congregation: "Spiritual rest."] That is the invitation: "Come
unto me all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you
rest." Then He says, "I am with you." I am with you. "I will never
leave thee nor forsake thee." And when He spoke to Moses in the
wilderness, "My presence shall go with thee, and I will give thee
rest." What does His presence give? [Congregation: "Rest."]

And when that man has become a new creature in Christ and
finds that rest what then does He do? [Voice: "Works the works of



God."] No. He rejoices first, and he goes to work rejoicing. What
did God do? Rejoiced. What does the man do? He rejoices in the
purpose of God accomplished in himself. But 1s that all the
rejoicing there 1s? No. "I say unto you that likewise joy shall be in
heaven over one sinner that repenteth, more than over ninety and
nine just persons, which need no repentance." Then God rejoices
again in the rest which He gives to us and which we obtain in Him.
And again He is refreshed; again He delights in His people.

Well then the next thing that belongs to the Sabbath day and the
next thing that belongs all through this 1s blessing. Last verse of
Acts, third chapter: "Unto you first, God, having raised up his Son
Jesus, sent him to bless you, in turning away from every one of you
from his iniquities." Then Christ 1s a blessing to the sinner, isn't
He? He 1s a blessing to the man who believes in Him. But further:
That text that we have studied here so deliciously, Eph. 1:3;
"Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath
blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ
Jesus." God has given to us all the spiritual blessings He has. They
are given to us in Christ, though.

But the Sabbath brings to us spiritual blessing. Where did the
Sabbath get the spiritual blessing? [Congregation: "From Christ."]
Yes, from Jesus Christ. Then in the matter of spiritual blessing
which the Sabbath brings to us, it brings it to us from Jesus Christ
only and through Jesus Christ only, so that in that respect, the
Sabbath 1s a channel through which spiritual blessing flows from

Jesus Christ to the people of God. That is a fact;
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because all spiritual blessings are given to us in Christ, and the
Sabbath has the spiritual blessing of God in it, and therefore it
being spiritual blessing it could not get it in any other place or way
that in, by, and from Jesus Christ. Consequently the Sabbath is one
of those links that Brother Prescott referred to awhile ago that
binds us to Christ, that we may have spiritual blessing.

Then further: "My presence shall go with thee." His presence
makes holy the person where he 1s. And further: Another thought,
to come up to the same point another way. "I am not ashamed of



the gospel of Christ, for it i1s the power of God unto salvation to
every one that believeth." What is the gospel? [Congregation: "The
power of God."] What 1s manifested in Christ? [Congregation:
"The power of God."] What 1s manifested in the gospel?
[Congregation: "The power of God."] To what purpose? [Voice:
"Creation."]| But the power of God unto salvation 1s the same power
in the creation. It 1s the power of God in both places. Then whatever
the sign of the power of God is in one place, it is the sign of the
power of God in every place and in every way, because it is the
power of God alone all the time, and you cannot set the power of
God against the power of God. So you do not need any other sign
of the manifestation of the power of God. You cannot have it; it is
impossible.

Well then the gospel is the "power of God unto salvation," and
the gospel 1s "Christ in you, the hope of glory." Then the man who
believes in the gospel of Jesus Christ, Christ dwells in him. Christ's
presence 1s there, and Christ's presence makes holy. That 1s what
made the Sabbath holy. Then the Sabbath, in the point of the
matter of holiness, is exactly the sign of what Christ is to the man
who believes in Him.

Further, the presence of Christ sanctifies. Then in sanctification
the Sabbath is the sign of what Christ is to the believer. Don't you
see. So unto the believer in Jesus, God in Christ creates anew; to
him God i1s rest, refreshing, delight, rejoicing, blessing, holiness,
sanctification. That 1s what Christ 1s to the believer, but that 1s what
He was to the Sabbath long ago, for the believer.

He made the Sabbath for man, as we found, at creation. He
made 1t there, at creation, that the man, even though he had
remained faithful to God and had never sinned at all, 1t would have
been to man the sign of what God was to man 1in Jesus Christ and
the presence of Christ in the man. And now in the new creation it
1s the same thing. In the work of salvation it is the same thing.

Then another thing: Christ i1s made unto us wisdom,
righteousness, sanctification, and redemption. He 1s our
sanctification. He sent Paul to preach the gospel, you remember.
To preach to the Gentiles, "to open their eyes and to turn them



from darkness to light and from the power of Satan unto God that
they may receive forgiveness of sins and inheritance among them
which are sanctified by faith that is in me." But sanctification and its
ultimate purpose, accomplished purpose, 1s the complete work of
Christ finished in the individual. The image of Christ completely
formed in the believer, so that when Christ looks upon the believer
He sees Himself. That 1s so. That 1s sanctification.

The Spirit of prophecy has defined sanctification for us in these
words: "Sanctification 1s the keeping of all the commandments of
God."--not tryng to keep them, or doing our best to keep them. It 13
the keeping of all the commandments of God. No man will be the
keeper--the keeper as God expects and calls a keeper--of all the
commandments, in whom Jesus Christ is not completely formed,
His own image impressed there, and when He looks upon that
man, He sees Himself. That 1s so.

Now the righteousness of God in Jesus Christ 1s that which
makes us righteous, which saves us, which sanctifies us, which 1s all
in all to us. When we have obtained that righteousness, and that
righteousness 1s there according to righteousness, God's idea of
righteousness, what 1s it that witnesses to the righteousness of God
in the believer in Jesus? [Congregation: "The law."] The law of
God. But here 1s this work of Christ growing up in the individual,
that progressive work; that is the work of sanctification--the work of
sanctifying; for that is the thought, the work of sanctifying. It is the
growth of Christ in the individual. When Christ has grown to the
fulness there, then that 1s the completed work of sanctification.

What 1s the sign that God sanctifies? [Congregation: "The
Sabbath."] What is the sign, then, that the presence of Christ 13
sanctifying the individual? [Congregation: "The Sabbath."] When
the work 1s completed, what will witness to that? [Congregation:
"The law."] What part of the law, particularly? [Congregation:
"The fourth commandment."] Just as the whole law will witness to
the complete work of the righteousness of God in a man, but the
Sabbath stands there as God's sign of a completed work. It is the
sign of a completed work at creation, isn't 1it? But when that was
undone, and God's order reversed, now the Lord has to carry on



His work through this means in order to finish that original
purpose of creation. Then the Sabbath stands there in this finished
work of God 1in salvation--the Sabbath stands there at the pinnacle
of the law itself, as the witness of the sanctification completed, so
that the Sabbath is the sign of the completed work of God in the

original creation, and in
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this secondary creation, which is the carrying out of the original
purpose of creation.

Now another thought: The Sabbath being the sign of what
Christ 13 to the believer, will the believer know fully what the
Sabbath 1s until he knows fully what Christ is? [Congregation:
"No."] So then when the knowledge of God in Jesus Christ has
absorbed all of the mind itself, then the Sabbath will be also known
fully to the mind itself. But the Sabbath 1s the sign of what God 1s
in Christ, and when that is brought fully to the mind itself, what 1s
that but the image of God, the name of God, in the mind of the
believer, and that the seal of the living God, through the Sabbath
of the Lord?

Well, then, you see at every step of the way, every line of
thought, brings us only face to face with that, that the Sabbath as it
is in Jesus Christ, and as the believer in Jesus observes it, that alone
is the seal of the living God. Saturday keeping is not the seal of
God. Christ as He 1s reflected in the Sabbath of the Lord, through
the Sabbath of the Lord, and in it, in the mind and heart of the
believer, in the living image of God completed--that is the seal of
the living God. Then there is written in the foreheads of that
people the name of the Father.

Now see here. Turn to Numbers 6:23-27: "Speak unto Aaron
and unto his sons, saying, On this wise ye shall bless the children of
Israel, saying unto them, The Lord bless thee, and keep thee: the
Lord make his face shine upon thee: the Lord lift up his
countenance upon thee and give thee peace. And they shall put my
name upon the children of Israel, and I will bless them." Now that
is the blessing with which the high priest blessed when the Day of
Atonement was over. When the work of atonement was finished



and the priest come out of the temple to sanctify and bless the
people, that is the blessing. And in that blessing what did he put
upon them? He "shall put my name upon the children of Israel."
The judgment was passed, and they were secure. That was in the
figure.

Now turn to Rev. 3:9-12: "Behold, I will make them of the
synagogue of Satan, which say they are Jews and are not but do lie;
behold, I will make them to come and worship before thy feet, and
to know that I have loved thee. Because thou hast kept the word of
my patience, I also will keep thee from the hour of temptation,
which shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon
the earth. Behold, I come quickly: hold that fast which thou hast,
that no man take thy crown." That message was the message that
was given when the Day of Atonement began, was it not, our Day
of Atonement?

That was fulfilled when the Day of Atonement began.

Now: "Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of
my God, and he shall go no more out: and I will write upon him
the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, which
is New Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from my
God: and I will write upon him my new name." Then when His
work of atonement is finished, the name of God is completed in
the mind, and He pronounces the work finished; for what God 1s
there, in the believer and in the Sabbath, is the sign of a finished
work 1n sanctification.

Now Isa. 58:13, 14: "If thou turn away thy foot from the
Sabbath, from doing thy pleasure on my holy day, and call the
Sabbath a delight, the holy of the Lord, honorable, and shalt
honor him, not doing thine own ways, nor finding thine own
pleasure, nor speaking thine own words: then shalt thou delight
thyself in the" Sabbath. [Congregation: "No. 'Delight thyself in the
Lord."'] Why not in the Sabbath? Doesn't it say you are to call the
Sabbath a delight? That you are to call it the holy of the Lord?
honorable? Not doing thine own ways. They why not delight
yourself in the Sabbath? Ah, there is that meaning there, you see,



You do that to the Sabbath, and you delight yourself in the Lord,
because the Sabbath is the sign of what the Lord is to the man.

Therefore he put that just right. You do that with respect to the
Sabbath, and you will delight yourself in the Lord, because it is the
sign of what the Lord will be to you and what you will be to the
Lord. Well, then, I want to know how in the world anybody is
going to compromise with any other rival institution, when the
Sabbath 1s the sign of what Christ is to him. The man to whom the
Sabbath 1s the sign of what Christ 1s to him, will he be asking
whether he shall work or not on Sunday? [Congregation: "No,
si."| Why, no.! He knows well enough that that does not come into
it. He knows he cannot compromise and have half of Christ and
half of something else, and besides, Christ 1s all in all, and the
Sabbath 1s the sign of what Christ 1s to him, and Christ 1s all in all
to him, and to suggest anything else is to insult him.

Then those people who are asking these questions do not know
what Christ 1s, anyway. They might as well keep Sunday as not.
They are not keeping Sabbath.

But there 1s the thing. The Sabbath has the living image of Jesus
and the presence of Jesus Christ in it. He put it there. He put it
there for the man, and the man who believes in Jesus Christ can get

it there. In addition to the blessing he has of the Lord when
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he comes to the Sabbath day, he gets additional blessing from the
Lord. It matters not how much the presence of Christ is with him,
when he comes to the Sabbath day, additional presence of Christ
comes to him. He knows it.

No difference how much of the rest of the Lord he is enjoying,
when he comes to the Sabbath, which is the sign of what Christ is
to the believer, and has the presence of Christ in it, 1t brings to him
additional rest in the Lord. No difference how much holiness of
Christ he has in him, when he comes to the Sabbath more of it 1s
revealed in him from observing it in the fear of Christ and by faith
in him. No difference, though he be completely sanctified and all of
self 1s gone and none but Christ there, even then, when he comes
to the Sabbath day, in the depths of eternity it will reveal to him



still more of the wonderful knowledge and the sanctifying, growing
power there 1s in Jesus Christ to the man who believes in him.

THE THIRD ANGEL'S MESSAGE - 21
A. T. Jones

We take up the thought tonight just where it was left last night,
that the work of God in salvation 1s the same as the work of God in
carrying out his original purpose in creation, because as stated
then, at the time the creation of the heavens and the earth was
finished, and all the host of them, God's completed purpose stood
there in which He took delight in that day Yet through the
deception of Satan, this world was swung clear out of His creative
purpose and turned to the opposite.

Therefore, in order to complete his purpose, He has to gather
from this world a people who will fill the earth when made new as
it would have been filled if it had never fallen in His original
purpose. And when that i1s accomplished through this word of
salvation, the power of God in salvation that will be the real
finishing indeed, the real accomplishment of His original purpose
in making this world with all things--a complete universe, when
everything that is in heaven and on earth and under the earth and
in the sea and all that in them are, are saying, "Blessing and honor
and power be unto him that sitteth upon the throne and unto the
Lamb forever and ever."

And therefore, the Saviour, when He was here, said, "My Father
worketh hitherto and I work." God's work was finished when the
seventh day began of old. He rested. But His work on this earth
and forming man here was undone, so that he had to set to work
again in the work of salvation to complete His original purpose,
and therefore Jesus says, "My Father worketh hitherto, and I work."

Now I will read three passages in the Old Testament and three

in the New and you can multiply
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on them just as far as you please, especially from the 40th chapter
of Isaiah and onward, showing that in the work of salvation He
puts His original work in creation and Himself as Creator and His



power as manifested in creation as the basis of our confidence in
His power to accomplish our salvation.

Turn first to Psalm 111:4: "He hath made his wonderful works
to be remembered." The revised version, the Hebrew, Jewish, and
others give it: "He hath made a memorial for his wondrous works."
That 1s what we have been talking about. That 1s the first part of
the verse, and now the latter part: ""The Lord 1s gracious and full of
compassion.”" His wonderful works, then, that are signified in the
memorial which He has established, are attached right there in that
verse, to His graciousness, His fullness of compassion for man in
this world, who needs 1t so much.

Now the 40th chapter of Isaiah, and you can follow on through,
then, clear through the rest of the book of Isaiah, and you will see
it all the way through. I will begin with the first verse, which 1s, you
remember, "Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God.
Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem." The margin reads: "Speak ye
to the heart of Jerusalem, and cry unto her, that her warfare is
accomplished, that her iniquity is pardoned: for she hath received
of the Lord's hand double for all her sins. The voice of him that
crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way for the Lord, make
straight in the desert a highway for our God." That is the message
of John the Baptist.

"Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill shall
be made low: and the crooked shall be made straight, and the
rough places plain: And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed and
all flesh shall see it together: for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken
it. The voice said, cry. And he said, What shall I cry? All flesh 1s
grass, and the goodliness thereof is as the flower of the field: The
grass withereth, the flower fadeth; because the Spirit of the Lord
bloweth upon it; surely the people is grass. The grass withereth, the
flower fadeth; but the word of our God shall stand forever."

And Peter quoting that text in the last two verses of the Ist
chapter of st Peter says: "And this 1s the word which by the gospel
1s preached unto you." He 1s quoting this from Isaiah, that "the
word of our God shall stand forever," and he says, "This is the
word which by the gospel is preached unto you."



Then Isaiah goes right on and speaks in other words of the
gospel: "O Zion, that bringest good tidings, get thee up into the
high mountain; O Jerusalem, that bringest good tidings, lift up thy
voice with strength; lift it up, be not afraid; say unto the cities of
Judah, Behold your God! Behold, the Lord God will come with a
strong hand and his arm shall rule for him: behold his reward is
with him, and his work before him. He shall feed his flock like a
shepherd: he shall gather the lambs with his arm, and carry them
in his bosom, and gently lead those that are with young."

Now that 1s the gospel. Up to that point he 1s teaching the gospel
by the word of God. Now read: "Who hath measured the waters in
the hollow of his hand, and meted out heaven with a span, and
comprehended the dust of the earth in a measure, and weighed the
mountains in scales, and the hills in a balance?" Who did that? The
same One who comes and says, "I will tenderly lead like a shepherd
those who are mine: the same Whose word now speaks to us in the
gospel and liveth forever.

"Who hath directed the Spirit of the Lord, or being his
counsellor hath taught him? With whom took he counsel and who
instructed him and taught him the path of judgment and taught
him knowledge and shewed to him the way of understanding?
Behold the nations are as a drop of a bucket and are counted as
the small dust of the balance: behold, he taketh up the isles as a
very little thing. And Lebanon 1s not sufficient to burn, or the
beasts thereof sufficient for a burnt offering. All nations before him
are as nothing; and they are counted to him less than nothing, and
vanity. To whom then will ye liken God? or what likeness will ye
compare unto him?"

Then skip to the 25th verse: ""To whom then will ye liken me, or
shall I be equal? saith the Holy One. Lift up your eyes on high, and
behold who hath created these things, that bringeth out their host
by number: he calleth them all by names by the greatness of his
might, for that he 1s strong in power; not one faileth." Not one gets
away. "Not one faileth" the text 1s. They are all kept: but what
keeps them in place? [Congregation: "The power of His word."|
He upholds "all things by the word of his power."



Now He tells us to look up and see who created all these things
and "bringeth out their host by number." He "bringeth out their
host" how? [Congregation: "'By number."]

Well, then, what 1s that for? Now, then, the 27th verse: "Why
sayest thou, O Jacob, and speakest, O Israel, My way is hid from
the Lord, and my judgment is passed over from my God? Look up
to the heavens and see who made all these things, and he calls out
their host by number and not one fails. Now, Jacob, why are you
saying that God has forgotten you? What do you get discouraged
for? What do you think He has forgotten you for? Why, He does
not forget any of the planets in the universe; He knows them all by

their names. Is He
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going to forget your name? What are these two things put there
together for? [Voice: "For our comfort."] Because the same one
who created all these things is the one who comforted Israel. The
One who knows all these things i1s the One that gives you and me
our new name.

Twenty-eighth verse: "Hast thou not known? hast thou not
heard, that the everlasting God, the Lord, the Creator of the ends
of the earth, fainteth not, neither is weary? There 13 no searching
of his understanding. He giveth power to the faint, and to them
that have no might he increaseth strength." Who does it?
[Congregation: "The Lord."] Well, lift up your eyes and see who
created all these things, and then that He has power to give to the
faint. He has power for the faint, by His word; so He says, "Be of
good cheer. Be of good courage." It 1s so. For, when He spoke to
Daniel, "Be strong," Daniel said, I am strong, for Thou hast
strengthened me.

Now the remainder of the chapter: "Even the youths shall faint
and be weary, and the young men shall utterly fail: but they that
wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up
with wings as eagles; they shall run and not be weary; and they
shall walk and not be faint." Because the power that keeps the
planets in their courses and in one place, that same power will be
with the weak and the faint, and so they can "run, and not be



weary," and they can "walk and not faint." Then don't you see that
the Lord puts the creation and His power in creation there as the
foundation of our hope in His salvation? Then isn't it all one?

Another blessed verse that touches so intimately everybody--I
read 1t principally for that purpose--1s found in the 147th Psalm,
3rd and 4th verses: "He healeth the broken in heart, and bindeth
up their wounds. He telleth the number of the stars; he calleth
them all by their names." Then the one who can tell the number of
the stars, call them all by their names, is He who binds up and
heals the broken hearts--binds up their wounds. Well then, have
you been wounded 1in spirit, broken-hearted and almost in despair
and thought everything and everybody had forgotten you? Why,
just remember the very next verse. The thought connected with it
is--He not only "healeth the broken in heart and bindeth up their
wounds," but He tells the number of the stars and He calls them all
by their names and He will not forget your name. That is the Lord.
That 1s our Saviour, but the foundation of our confidence in Him
as Saviour 1s that He created all these things and knows all their
names and holds them up by the word of His power, which saves.

Now reading hurriedly in the New Testament, you remember
that scripture in the 1st chapter of John, 1-3: "In the beginning was
the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. All
things were made by him, and without him was not anything made
that was made. In him was life, and the life was the light of men."
And the 14th verse: "And the Word was made flesh and dwelt
among us . . . full of grace and truth." "And of His fullness have all
we received, and grace for grace."

Then that one who created all things came here himself, "full of
grace and truth"; flesh like ourselves, and through Him we are
partakers of His fullness. Don't you see then, that the only thought
that God would have us have about salvation is that He who
created us saves us; that the power by which He created 1s the
power by which He saves; and the means by which He created--His
word--that means 1s the very one by which He saves. And this was
His word, "unto you 1s the word of this salvation sent."



Eph. 3, speaks of the gospel, beginning with the 7th verse and
ending with the 12th: "whereof I was made a minister, according
to the gift of the grace of God given unto me by the effectual
working of his power. Unto me, who am less than the least of all
saints, 1s this grace given, that I should preach among the Gentiles
the unsearchable riches of Christ, and to make all men see what 1s
the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the
world hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus
Christ." Now, what was he to preach? "The unsearchable riches of
Christ" and to make men see what is the mystery that is "in God,
who created all things by Jesus Christ." Then the gospel is to bring
men to understand God's purpose when He started out to create in
the first place. Then if the gospel were engaged in any other work
and teaching any other thing or any other power than that original
creation, don't you see, the preaching of it would not bring them to
that? But that being the design of it, that simply shows the force
that 1s before us always, that God's purpose in the gospel is to make
known to men who have lost the knowledge of it, the knowledge of
His original purpose in creating all things by Jesus Christ.

So we read on: "to the intent that now unto the principalities
and powers 1n heavenly places might be known by the church the
manifold wisdom of God, according to the eternal purpose which
He purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord." But we read in another
place that He purposed that before the world began. He would
have to, if it was an eternal purpose. Then, in Christ, in the
salvation of this world and men, and the working of Christ in it,

God is carrying out His eternal purpose that He began at the
467

beginning. "In whom (in Christ) we have boldness with confidence
by the faith of him."

Let us read that eternal purpose again: "According to the
eternal purpose which He purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord."
Then that original creating purpose that we spoke of last night,
that was in Christ, this carrying out of it that was frustrated, is
Christ. Then 1t was Christ back there, and it 1s Christ now. It 1s
Christ all the time and the power of God in Christ all the way: the



power of God manifested in the word all the way for the
accomplishment of His purpose at the beginning and the
accomplishment of that purpose at the close. Satan came in and
swung the world off in a crooked way. The Lord says, "All right, we
will carry it out that way." Satan didn't do anything. He swung the
world off, and so it has gone on, as it were, in a little by-way, and
God will carry the thing through in that by-way and accomplish
His eternal purpose so that it will astonish the universe and destroy
the devil. 1t will do 1.

The same thing 1s in Col. 1, beginning with the 9th verse. I will
read hurriedly from the 9th to the 17th verse: "For this cause we
also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you and to
desire that ye might be filled with the knowledge of his will in all
wisdom and spiritual understanding: That ye might walk worthy of
the Lord unto all pleasing, being faithful in every good work, and
increasing in the knowledge of God. Strengthened with all might,
according to his glorious power, unto all patience and longsuffering
with joyfulness: Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us
meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light: Who
hath delivered us from the power of darkness and hath translated
us into the kingdom of his dear Son: In whom we have redemption
through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins: Who is the image of
the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature: For by him were
all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible
and 1nvisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or
principalities, or powers: all things were created by him and for
him: And he 1s before all things, and by him all things consist."
Creation, salvation, the blessing of God, and His grace, and
deliverance from the power of darkness, also, it is all one story--the
creative power of God, and God 1in Jesus Christ.

First chapter of Hebrews has it all through. Well it is all through
the Bible. Now then the thought. We do not need to dwell any
further upon the thought that salvation is creation and is given as a
sign signifying creative power manifested in Jesus Christ. And the
only way that that power 1s manifested at all 1s in Jesus Christ; the
only way we can know God is in Him. Now He has set up that sign



to signify the creative power of God in Jesus Christ, and whether
that creative power be in the original creation or in the work of
salvation to carry out that original purpose in creation, it is all the
same power, the same purpose, by the same one, in the same way,
and by the same means and the same sign signifying all in all, in all
its bearings and workings.

Now then if you have another sign set up, to signify the work of
salvation, another sign than that which God has set up--will that
other sign signify the power of God and the salvation that is
expected? [Congregation: "No."] Now think carefully of this. God
set up a sign to signify His power working everywhere and in every
way, in Christ Jesus. If you or anybody else sets up another sign, it
cannot signify the power of God, because it is some other one than
God that sets it up. Then 1t is impossible to signify the power of
God by another thing, another sign; that 1s impossible. Is that so?
[Congregation: "Yes."|

Further, if anybody should find anywhere in history another
thing set up to signify salvation, it would signify salvation by
another power than the power of God in Jesus Christ. It would
have to do it. Well, has there been any effort, any pretense ever
made 1n history, by any other power, to save people, apart from
Jesus Christ? [Congregation: "Yes."| Has there not arisen in the
world a power called antichrist? [Congregation: "Yes."] "Anti" is
against or opposed to Christ. That power does propose to save
people, doesn't i1t? [Congregation: "Yes."| Let us read the
description of what it does in the first place: "Who opposeth and
exalteth himself above all that i1s called God or that 1s worshipped,
so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself
that he 1s God." 2 Thess. 2:4.

Daniel 8:25 also says: "He shall also stand up against the Prince
of princes." He shall "stand up" to reign, to rule, and to show forth
his power "against," opposed to, "the Prince of princes." Who 1is
the Prince of princes? [Congregation: "Christ."| He stands up
against Him; he will reign; he will exercise his power, manifest his
work, in opposition to Christ. Take the eleventh verse. "Yea, he
magnified himself even to the prince of the host." But the margin



reads, "He magnified himself aganst the Prince of the host of
heaven," because the previous verse shows it is the host of heaven.
Then, as Paul says, he exalted himself, opposed and exalted himself
above all that i1s called God and that i1s worshiped. Magnified
himself, exalted himself against the Prince of the host.

What power is that? [Congregation: "Papacy."| That power is
the papacy, the church, the Catholic church, the Church of Rome.

Now 1s i1t not the
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doctrine of that church that there is no salvation anywhere else?
[Congregation: "Yes."| Or by any other means than that church?
Isn't that settled? [Congregation: "Yes."| Further, that church, that
power opposed to Christ, that exalts and sets up itself as the way of
salvation, 1s itself opposed to Christ. And yet that church says there
is no other way of salvation. Then 1s it not plain that if it is going
to have any sign to signify its power to save, it has got to have
another one than the Sabbath. That is settled.

Now then another thought. As it must be a sign other than the
Sabbath, which is the sign of the power of God in Jesus Christ in
salvation, then any other power setting up a sign to show and
signify its power unto salvation, would it not have to be in the
nature of things a rival sabbath? It would have to be that; there 1s
no room for anything else. If they would set up anything else as a
sign, the sign that God has set up would stand alone and distinct in
the world, and it would take precedence of it and there would be
no rivalry at all. Therefore, to make the rivalry complete and to
make his power manifest in opposition to Christ, the man of sin
has to have a sign of /s power unto salvation, and it must be, in the
nature of things, a rival to the sign which is the sign of the
salvation in Christ. It has to be that.

And the Church of Rome makes no pretense to anything else. It
makes no pretension to anything else than that the Sunday which it
has set up 1s the sign of the power of the church to command men
under sin into the way of salvation. That 1s settled. That is the
object of it. That is all it has started out to do, and that 1s all it did.



Now when the Sunday was set up and enforced upon the people
by the power of earthly government, it made the practical living
papacy, as it exists in the world. When it was done, Sunday was put
in the place of the Sabbath of the Lord by a direct and definite
purpose. That was done. Here 1s the record. This is said by one of
the men who did it. On page 313 of Two Republics, we read as
follows:

"All things whatsoever that it was duty to do on the Sabbath,
these we have transferred to the Lord's day." --Eusebuus.

Then the law was there to enforce the observance of Sunday
and what was the purpose of that? From Two Republics, p. 315, 1
read:

"Our emperor, ever beloved by Him, who derwes the source of
imperial authority from above, and 1s strong in the power of his sacred
title, has controlled the empire of the world for a long period of
years. Again, that Preserver of the universe orders these heavens
and earth and celestial kingdom, consistently with his Father's will.
Even so our emperor whom he loves, by bringing those whom he rules on
earth to the only begotten Word and Saviows renders them fit subjects of hus
kingdom. "--Eusebus.

Then that purpose was to save people by that means, and the
Sunday was put there as the sign of the power that was doing it,
instead of the Sabbath of the Lord, which signifies the Lord's
power to do it. I read further on page 316:

"He commanded, too, that one day should be regarded as a
special occasion for religious worship." --1d.

And again,-

"Who else has commanded the nations inhabiting the continents
and islands of this mighty globe to assemble weekly on the Lord's
day and to observe it as a festival, not indeed for the pampering of
the body, but for the comfort and invigoration of the soul by
instruction in divine truth?"--Fusebius.

That 1s all it was set up for, to take the place of God, to take the
place of the Sabbath of the Lord. It is appropriate enough that it

should do so, because we have found if there 1s going to be another



power that 1s going to save men, it has got to have another sign
than God's to signify its power. It belongs there.

That made the papacy; that set up the government of the
church, and made the church the channel of salvation by absolute
earthly power and compelling men into that way.

Now we have read the doctrine of the church here--the
doctrines of the church of Rome in the way that men must be
saved, and it was altogether man's self. It was altogether the power
of self alone that could save. That is not the salvation of Christ.
Her doctrines are that a man must fit himself, good enough, and
the Lord would take him and make a regular bargain with him. "If
you will do so and so, then I will be good to you." That is the
record itself there in that book; I have not time to read it tonight.
Her doctrine is that a man must do that, but there 1s not power in
him to do it, but there 1s the argument. If he does it, then he gains
all. That 1s not the salvation of Christ. That 1s not the salvation of
God.

Further than this: the professed Protestant churches of the
United States have taken that same course now, and have also
exalted Sunday, the day that they place in this government, as the
Catholic church did in the Roman empire, and for the same
purpose.

Further than this, these professed Protestant churches know that
there 1s no commandment given for that thing. They say that. They
say that it began with the primitive church. I do not care how far
back they claim to get it in the primitive church. If it be a church
institution, a church ordinance, that the church commands men to

perform, it 1s the same thing. It is the
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same evi/ thing. Because any church that would attempt to do it,
becomes in the nature of the attempt, an apostate church. Trace it
to the days of the apostles if you want to, yet the church that did it
is, in the nature of things, an apostate church, attempting to save
itself and others without the power of God. Therefore whatever
church did it, it 1s in the nature of things a fallen church, because it
is not the church's office in the world to command men. The



church's office in the world is to obey God and not to command
men.

Any church, therefore, that presumes to command men 1s, at the
very motion of it, an apostate church. The church that obeys God
is the church of God. God commands; His 1s the power. His is the
authority. He used the church, that through it He may reflect His
power and His glory unto men. But the church has no right to
command anybody. It obeys God alone, too.

Now I will put that in another way or state it a little more
plainly. It is not the church's place to command anybody, and it 13
not the church's place to obey anybody, but God only.

Now look at that a little further. The church as a whole--
Catholic and apostate Protestant--has already put herself in the
place of Jesus Christ. Because any church that exalts ferself and
makes ferself the way of salvation 1s, in that thing, an apostate
church and puts herself in the place of Jesus Christ, who 1s the
Saviour, don't you see?

Then no church can exalt herself as a saviour of men. She may
exalt Jesus Christ as the Saviour of men, and Jesus Christ in her as
the Saviour of men, but not Aerself, because it is the same with the
church as with individuals. I have the righteousness of Jesus Christ.
I have the presence of Jesus Christ dwelling in me. That is the
word of the individual Christian, but the individual Christian
cannot say, / am the Saviour. The individual Christian cannot say /
am righteousness, that / am good and have goodness to bestow
upon others that they may be saved. No, the Christian can say, I
have the righteousness of Christ. Christ dwells in me and sends in
me and through me His blessed purpose in reaching others and
saving them. But He 1s the Saviour. He is the righteousness. He is the
power. He 1s all and in all.

As with the individual so with the collection of individuals. As
Christ dwells 1n the individual, so he dwells in the collection of
individuals, in an additional sense beyond that which He dwells in
the individual, and the righteousness of Christ in the collection of
individuals 1s only the idea of the righteousness of Christ in a
greater measure, if anything could be, upon the collection of



individuals which 1s the church. So as Christ in the individual
works through the individual to save, so Christ i the church works
through the whole church to save. But if' the church grows proud
and thinks she 1s above all and begins to give herself credit for her
glory and her power to save, she, in that moment, puts herself in
the place of Jesus Christ as the Saviour.

That 1s the same self-exaltation in the church that there 1s in the
individual, and it was the self-exaltation in the individuals that
made the self-exalted church and brought on the apostasy.

Now then, that is the church putting herself forth as the way of
salvation, as the Saviour indeed, as the only channel of salvation
and all must be saved by the way she lays down. And she thus
exalted herself against God and against the Prince of the host,
against Jesus Christ, and set up that sign of her power to save,
against the sign which God set up. And, as we have found, she did
it with the direct intent and purpose to put it in the place of the
Sabbath of the Lord.

And 1n the second apostate church--that which has come in this
land--she has done the same thing. She has by a direct act of the
government of the United States, the congressional action, put the
Sunday institution, the sign of the power of the Church of Rome
to save men--the professed Protestant churches have put that by a
direct congressional act, in this land, in the place of the Sabbath of
the Lord. So that both mother and daughters have put the Sabbath
of the Lord out of the way and have put the Catholic church's sign
of salvation in its place.

Now let us see what that amounts to. What have we found the
Sabbath 1s? The Sabbath we have found by every consideration 1s
the sign of what Jesus Christ is to the believer. The sign of what
God in Jesus Christ is to men, that it has in it the presence, the
blessing, the spirit, the refreshing, the presence of Christ which
makes holy and the presence of God which sanctifies. It has in it
the presence of Jesus Christ, and the man who keeps it by faith in
Jesus has the presence of Jesus. And as each Sabbath day comes he
finds additional presence of Jesus.



Then when that apostate church put that out of the way and put
her own sign in its place, did she put only the day out of the way?
[Voice: "She put Christ out of the way."] Was not that putting Jesus
Christ away from the minds and lives of men? When the apostate
daughters have done the same thing in our land, before our eyes,
have not they by that put away the presence and the power of
Christ and thus taken him away from the knowledge of men and
from the lives of men? [Congregation: "Yes."]

Now it seems to me that there 1s a point there that is worth our
consideration, as to why it is that progress has not been made in
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the ages that are past, in the way Christ intended always that
progress in Christian life should be made. What did He put into
the life of man when He made him, even though he had remained
faithful and never sinned, to carry him on in everlasting progress in
the knowledge of God, in Himself--what did He put there? Let me
ask 1t over again now. When God made man at the beginning, put
him here upon the earth to live, if he had remained faithful forever
and had never sinned, was there anything that God had put there
and attached to him that would carry him on in an everlasting
progress in the knowledge of God in his own heart's experience?
[Voice: "The Sabbath."]

Didn't we read it last night over and over? Didn't He put
Himself, His name, His living presence, His sanctifying power, into
the Sabbath day, and give that to man, although He was already
blessed, although He was already glorified, so that when the blessed
man came to that blessed day, He received additional blessing? Is
not that so? [Congregation: "Yes."| Then has not God put into the
world something that will, if observed, if kept as God chooses and
intends--be something that will keep man, carry him onward, in a
channel of growth and progress in the knowledge of Jesus Christ,
in himself? What is that? [Congregation: "the Sabbath."]

It 1s there since man fell. Now then, when the Church of Rome
took the Sabbath away from the minds of men--that by which they
might be brought to the recognition of Christ and to the



converting power of Christ--was there anything there to carry
them forward in the sanctifying work of Christ? That 1s the secret,
then, you see, why each church, starting out in the knowledge of
God, salvation by faith and righteousness by faith came to a stand-
still; then another church had to rise up and reach righteousness by
faith, salvation by faith, and come to a stand-still. And another one
had to rise up and do the same thing and come to a stand-still. But
when we came to this, the everlasting gospel is to be preached
again, and a church is to rise up again at the last which has that
sign which brings the presence of Jesus Christ to men in His living
presence, in a progressive work unto a completion. That 1s the
church that has the Sabbath of the Lord, and the church which has
the Sabbath of the Lord is brought to that completed work in the
salvation of Christ.

Then who can measure, who but the mind of God could
possibly measure the iniquity and the evil that has been done to the
world by that fearful thing that the apostate church has done?
None but the mind of God can comprehend the mischief and the
loss that has been wrought in the world by that thing.

Well, then, the effect of that was to take away the presence of
Christ--take Christ away from the knowledge, the heart's
experience, of men and to put another, to put a human power, a
satanic power, to put se/f in the place of God and in the place of
Christ, Who emptied Himself that God might appear.

Now here is a historical parallel so apt and so perfect that I read
it. First, mankind altogether, as men, without any church at all, are
subject to God. Can they exist without Him? [Congregation:
"No."| If any man by his own act could indeed become
independent of God, could he exist? [Congregation: "No."] What
did Satan start out to do in the first place? Was it not to become
independent of God, self-existent? If he could have accomplished
his purpose, what would 1t have been? [Voice: "His destruction."]
Bound to be, because he could not exist without Him who created
him, but in his wild ambition, in his intense all-absorbing

selfishness, he thought he could live without God Who created him.



Is not that the same thought in this self-exaltation that has put
itself in the place of God? Well, whether it be man as man, or men
professedly as Christians organized into a church, they are equally
dependent upon God and God in Jesus Christ, and they are subject
to the law of God. The law of God is the supreme law. The law of
God 1s the government of His whole universe, and everybody on
the earth 1s subject to that law.

Now see the parallel: About two hundred and sixty years ago
Ireland had Home Rule, as she 1s after it now. She had a
Parliament of her own, governing her own internal affairs, the
affairs of Ireland, but she was subject to the supreme government
in England. Now I read from the fifth volume of Macaulay's
History of England, page 301 of this particular edition, chapter
23, however, and 1f you have other editions you can find it in that
chapter. Now notice:

"The Irish Lords and Commons had presumed not only to re-
enact an English Act passed expressly for the purpose of binding
them, but to re-enact it with alterations. The alterations were
indeed small, but the alterations even of a letter was tantamount to
a declaration of independence."

Now 1s the law of God enacted to bind the church as well as
every other man? [Congregation: "Yes."| Has that apostate church
presumed to alter that law? [Congregation: "Yes."] The alteration
of it in a single letter would be what? [Voice: "A declaration of
independence."| She has altered it more than a single letter, in the
actual thought, in the very idea, in the very thing that reveals and
brings the presence of God above every other part of the law. She

has taken Him out of it. Then what has she done? [Congregation:

"Put herself
471

there."] She has established her own independence of God and
proclaimed it to the world.

The Protestant churches--professedly Protestant, not Protestant
any longer--the professed Protestant churches have drawn the
Congress of the United States into the same identical position; they
have drawn the Congress of the United States into a re-enactment



of the fourth commandment, haven't they? [Congregation: "Yes."]
It was quoted bodily and put upon the statute book of legislation.
Gov. Pattison, the other day, in Pennsylvania, speaking in the
capitol of that State, arguing in behalf of Sunday laws that are
already on the statute books, said that this law 1s only a part of that
system of the law of God which 1s "re-enacted" in the statutes of
Pennsylvania. He says that the law of God 1s there "re-enacted."

But did they re-enact the law of God as it 1s? [Congregation:
"No."] To do that, to undertake to enforce it, would put themselves
on an equality with God, but they-re-enacted it with alterations,
and that puts them above God. And the churches of this nation
have proclaimed themselves independent of God, in the act which
they have taken of setting up His own law and then deliberately
altering it in the course of the legislation which set it up.

Let me read another sentence from Macaulay's History of
England, from the same page as before:

"The colony in Ireland was therefore emphatically a
dependency; a dependency, not merely by the common law of the
realm, but by the nature of things. It was absurd to claim
independence for a community which could not cease to be
dependent without ceasing to exist."

Was there ever a more complete parallel on earth to illustrate in
the place of government and government law this principle, than
that which occurred there and was recorded for our instruction?

Now a thought. Jesus Christ came into the world Himself, didn't
He? [Congregation: "Yes."] He made the Sabbath Himself, didn't
He? [Congregation: "Yes."| He was Lord of the Sabbath Himself,
wasn't He? [Congregation: "Yes."] He knew, and He alone, the true
idea of the Sabbath, didn't He? [Congregation: "Yes."] Yet he did
things on the Sabbath, carrying out the true idea of the Sabbath,
which did not suit the ideas of the priests and Pharisees and the
politicians of that day, didn't He? [Congregation: "Yes."] And that
stirred up their hatred against Him. The thing that did stir up their
hatred against Him was that very thing--that more than anything
else He disregarded their ideas of the Sabbath. Isn't that so?
[Congregation: "Yes."] And their hatred put Him out of the world



for that reason more than any other under the sun, that He
disagreed with their ideas of the Sabbath. They did it.

In the fourth century there was another apostate church
disagreeing with God's idea of the Sabbath, and they put the
Sabbath and Him with it out of their minds and out of the world
as far as their power could go. The other put Him out of the world,
but He came back again, and they put Him out only so far as their
power was concerned; that 1s all.

Here 1s another apostate church, a third one, following the
example of the other apostate two which have gone before. It has
put Him in His Sabbath out of the world because their ideas of the
Sabbath disagree with His, and they will not submit to His. That 13
a fact. You know that 1s a fact.

In order that that original apostate church might accomplish her
purpose of putting Him out of the world and thus maintain their
ideas of what the Sabbath is, they joined themselves to an earthly
power. They joined themselves to Caesar and turned their backs
upon God. That was done. In the second apostasy of the church,
that she might accomplish her purpose of putting Him in His
Sabbath out of the world, she joined herself to Caesar, likewise to
accomplish her purpose. In the third apostasy, in order that these
also may carry their idea of the Sabbath against Christ's 1dea of
the Sabbath, they must put Him in His Sabbath out of their way.
But in order to accomplish it they must join themselves again to the
powers of earth, again to Caesar, as the others did before them.

In the first apostasy, when they joined themselves to Caesar in
order to get rid of him and sustain their own ideas of what the
Sabbath 1s, against Him, the result of that, although it was
accomplished by a mere minority, a very small minority--in fact so
small that they did not dare to let the people know what they were
about for fear they would rescue Him out of their hands entirely--
that minority, small as it was, was composed most largely and was
led entirely by leaders of the church, and these leaders of the
church, by threats, compelled the representative of Caesar's
authority, by their threats, to yield to their ideas and execute their



will. You know they did it. That is the record, and that was the
utter ruin of that nation, wasn't it? [Congregation: "Yes."|

It 1s possible, then, is it, for a minority, a very small minority, led
by even a minority of the church managers--but the leading ones--
to take a course that will ruin the nation of which they are a part?
[Congregation: "Yes."|

When we come to the second apostasy, they did the same things
again by trading off their influence to worldly power and by this

means get governmental
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power 1n their hands to accomplish their purpose of putting Christ
in His Sabbath out of their way and maintaining their own ideas of
the Sabbath against His.

That was done by the minority; it was done by chief leaders of
the church and but a few at that. What was the result of that
intrigue to the empire of Rome? It was its utter ruin. Then it is
possible that a minority, a very small minority, insignificant, as
compared with the great mass--led, though, by a few of the church
prelates--I say it is possible for such a few as that to establish such a
system of things and take a course and put the government into
such a course of work as will prove its utter ruin. That has been
demonstrated twice in history.

Then in this land, last year, before your eyes and mine, a
minority of the people of this country, led by a few--a minority
only of the church leaders--did, by threats, bring the politicians to
surrender the power of government into their hands to accomplish
their purpose of sustaining their ideas of the Sabbath against
Christ's 1dea of the Sabbath. It has been demonstrated twice in
history that such an act as this ruined the nation in which it was
done. Does that double demonstration mean anything in the third
instance? [Congregation: "Yes."] The lesson that is taught in both
instances will be felt in the third instance. It means that. Ruin and
nothing but ruin can come out of it. They themselves cannot
prevent it. It cannot be done. They have set a-going a train of
circumstances that nothing in the universe can stop. 7hat s fixed.



Now this Congress is about to expire. It is altogether likely from
the whole situation that it will expire without touching the question
further. If the next Congress should repeal it outright, it would not
affect the situation and the results. That thing has started and it will
go on in spite of everything they can ever do. You and I need not
be surprised that if it be not repealed by the next Congress, that it
will be repealed some day and when that day comes, then let every
Sabbath-keeper on the earth rise up with all the vigor that the
Spirit of God can give him, cut loose from everything on earth,
and put it into the cause of God. For in but a little while the tide
will swing back and take all with it to ruin. You and I need not be
surprised that that may come. When it comes, that will be the
meaning of it.

But those who have not had an experience in the cause of God
will mistake the meaning of it, and they will say to you, "We told
you all the time that you were making too much out of that. There
was nothing in 1it." And so, they will settle back, but when the tide
swings back, they are caught in ruin. Let not your minds and your
hearts be deceived by anything of that kind, even though it should
come twice. You believe 1t. Believe what 1s being said here. Study it
for your lives, for your lives are in it. Bear in mind that that which
has been done means, in itself, exactly what these two previous
lessons teach--it means ruin, though there might be the repeals
once or twice. The tide is set, and the result of that follows, in spite
of anything that the universe can do. Then, it is no difference what
a man tells you, you tell him you know better. No difference if
Congress undoes it. You tell them that that is the surest reason that
the thing is that much nearer than ever, and put your whole soul
into it. If he laughs at you, God has promised that the day will
come that you will laugh and he will mourn. It is dangerous
business.

Well then, these are some of the things. We will call your
attention to other things at another time.

Now then the question as to whether the Sabbath--the seventh
day--the Sabbath of the Lord is the day or Sunday is the day has

considerable meaning in it. It means more than anyone on the



earth has yet dreamed, unless taken personally into the counsels of
God. Further than that, let us look at it. We have found that the
Sabbath 1s the sign of the power of God in Jesus Christ, working
the salvation of men. We have found that the Sabbath brings by
itself and in itself the presence of Jesus Christ into the living
experience of a man as nothing else can and keeps it there. That is
a fact; if you have not found it out in your own experience, you
believe 1it, and you will find it in your own experience. Everyone
may know who will believe.

Well, then, we have found that the attempt in that was to take
the Lord away from the knowledge of man. That has been
demonstrated.

Now, upon that question, then, as to whether the seventh day 1s
the Sabbath of the Lord or not, hangs man's salvation. That 1is
settled. Upon that question hangs their salvation or their
destruction now. There are instances of that kind. Let us turn and
read 1it, and with that thought we will close for this time. Acts
25:19, 20: "But had certain questions against him of their own
superstition, and of one Jesus, which was dead, whom Paul
affirmed to be alive. And because I doubted of such manner of
questions, I asked him whether he would go to Jerusalem, and
there be judged of these matters."

That was a great question to make such an uproar about, as to
whether a man was dead or alive. Here the whole Jewish nation
was stirred up against one of their own people and all the question
that was involved was as to whether one was dead or alive. That 1s
all that Festus saw in it. But you and I know that upon whether that
person was dead or alive, depend the salvation or the perdition of

this whole world.
473

You know that is so. And the same thing is asked today. "What is
the use of all this stir about whether 1t is Saturday or Sunday, about
the keeping of the day. Why, it is only a day anyhow. What is the
use of getting up a new sect--a new denomination--and making a
great stir? What 1s the use of making all that stir about it, whether
Sunday is the Sabbath, or another day; whether we rest on one day



or another? Never mind as to whether that day is the Sabbath or
not."

Upon the decision of that by men as individuals and as bodies
depends the salvation or the destruction of this earth today. That's
settled. Whether that day 1s the Sabbath of the Lord or not, upon
that hangs the salvation of men today as it did back there that day.
Those people, in their envy against Christ and determination to
maintain their own idea against God's idea--they got Him out of
the world, and then they got up a controversy as to whether He
was dead or alive, so these same people will put the Sabbath out of
the world and then raise up a question as to whether it is the
Sabbath or not.

They know well enough it is the Sabbath, but like those back
there, they will maintain their own ideas of the Sabbath against
God's idea, and though He has told them that He is Lord of the
Sabbath, just as certainly as that was so in that question depended
the salvation of men, just so certainly today on this question
depends the salvation of men, because we can say boldly that the
salvation of men does depend and does hang upon their keeping
the Sabbath of the Lord because the keeping of the Sabbath of the
Lord has the presence of Jesus Christ, His life, and man cannot be
saved without it.

So I say again, we may boldly say that the salvation of a man
depends upon his own observance of the Sabbath of the Lord as it
1s in Jesus Christ, for that means Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ means
the Sabbath, and the Sabbath means Jesus Christ. In this day, when
men are enlightened upon it, when the message of the everlasting
gospel 1s to be preached to the world, when the third angel's
message 18 to go to them with Christ in it and Christ the all and all
of it then they also that reject the Sabbath of the Lord, they turn
their backs upon Christ, and they themselves know that there is no
salvation 1n that way.

But haven't we in our previous study seen that there is nothing
else to preach to men in this world but Jesus Christ and Him alone?
That is the only thing, and haven't we seen that we are to preach
Him 1in the face of every earthly consideration, every consideration



of protection of earthly powers, every consideration of wealth or
influence of any kind and life itself? That i1s in the message to the
world. Christ 1s the message to the world. Christ as made known in
the Sabbath of the Lord, which 1s "a sign between me and you,

that ye may know that I am the Lord your God," and My name 1is
"I AM" what "I AM!"

THE THIRD ANGEL'S MESSAGE - 22
A.T. Jones

Arise, shine; for thy light 13 come, and the glory of the Lord is
risen upon thee. For, behold, the darkness shall cover the earth and
gross darkness the people, but the Lord shall arise upon thee, and
his glory shall be seen upon thee. Isa. 60:1,2.

A week ago tonight the text with which the lesson closed was this
same one. And you remember the question was asked at the end of
the reading of those scriptures which we were then studying, Is not
this the time? Is it not now time for the fulfillment of this text
which we have been reading, "Arise, shine; for thy light is come,
and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee"?

On Sunday following there came this word, and it was read in
the Conference:

"Arise, shine, for thy light 1s come, and the glory of the Lord 1s
risen upon thee. For, behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and
gross darkness the people: but the Lord shall arise upon thee, and
his glory shall be seen upon thee."

This was the point which we had reached by a number of
different lines of study and that 1s the point where we now stand.
He who will claim that light and that glory by faith can have it.
[Congregation: "Amen."] He who does not, cannot have it. I read
a passage to you from Brother Prescott's talk the other night, on
page 444 of the Bulletin. It is a word of caution and instruction
which he gave us that i1s worth repeating:

"It 1s so easy for us to get wrong ideas about these things and in
that way we ourselves be deceived about it. I have thought that
some would have a wrong idea about what 1s meant when we say



that we must go forth in the power of the Spirit, and that we must
have power when we go forth."

So have I, and that has been done. But we had the caution over
and over several times at the beginning of the Conference, against
anyone setting any theory or fixing any thought as to how this thing
that God had given, was to come. Because as certainly as we should
think how it was going to come, that is the way it would not come.
That 1s the one way in which it would not come at all. It would not
come that way and could not possibly come that way.

"I do not understand that to mean that we are to come here to
be consciously loaded up so that when we go from this place we
have a certain feeling of a conscious power in our own selves that
has been given to us and that we have it and carry it with us and
can handle it, as it were, and measure it and look at it and when we
need it take it out and use 1t."

I would not want to guarantee to you that nobody in this
congregation had got that idea about it. I was especially pleased
one morning in the ministers' meeting--those who were there will
remember what I refer to--when one of the brethren got up and
gave his testimony in regard to the manifestation of God's blessing
and presence during the meetings of this Conference. He has
jotted them down on paper in a long list. If every one of you had
been marking the tokens of God's special favor in these meetings
instead of looking for something you will never see, you would see
vastly more than what you see now. I mean that we are not to have
our 1deas fixed that the Lord must work in a certain way and in
that way look for something that will never come.

"All power 1s given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye
therefore. . . . Lo, I am with you.' The power 1s in Christ, not i us,
and the having the power 1s the personal presence of Christ in us."

And when we have that personal presence of Christ in us and
with us, the power 1s from Christ then and not from us.

Here 1s a thought: The apostles were not always able to work
miracles at will.



"The Lord granted His servants this special power, as the
progress of His cause or the honor of His name required."--Sketches

from the Lafe of Paul, p. 135.
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A good many people think that when the apostles went out
endued with the power to work miracles and all this, all they had to
do when they came to a man who was sick was to work a miracle
and restore him. There was nothing of that kind at all. They could
work no miracle at all, except as the Spirit of Christ with them
signified the will of God in that case. So that--I care not how great
apostles they were--they were dependent upon the direct guidance
of the Spirit of God in each individual case and all the time, and
that means us.

"The power 1s the personal presence of Christ in us," and the
having the power 1s that, "and that does not necessarily mean in
the sense of a thrill of power in us all the time, but it means an
abiding faith that Christ 1s in us," and it means not only an abiding
belief in that but an abiding consciousness that He is there, that
His power is there working in us, with us, for us, through us, always
and 1n all things, to the glory of God alone, not at our bidding, not
at our guidance in any sense.

"And then when we go out, no matter what the difficulties are
we are not appalled by them, because of the conscious faith that
Christ 1s with us and He 15 all-powerful. Well, when He is with us in
the fullness of His power, our faith grasps Him continually. It is not
a question of feeling the power; 1t is a question of knowing the power."

Now we have found in our study also that Christ redeemed us
from the curse of the law in order that the blessing of Abraham
might come upon us. What do we find the blessing of Abraham to
be? [Congregation: "Righteousness."| How? [Congregation: "By
faith."] And Christ redeems us from the curse of the law that the
righteousness which is by faith might come on the Gentiles, we., on
us, that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.
How did we receive the righteousness? [Congregation: "By faith."]
Did you have a certain kind of whirl of feeling before you could
receive that righteousness? [Congregation: "No."| Did you have a



kind of whirl of feeling, a thrill or great commotion before you
could know whether that righteousness was yours or not?
[Congregation: "No."| How did you obtain the righteousness of
God which 1s by faith of Jesus Christ? [Congregation: "By faith,
and believing His word."] You know that God said to you and me
in His word that that 1s a free gift to every man who believes in
Jesus, do you not? And then you accepted that free gift, and thank
God that his righteousness 1s your own; that is how you obtain it,
and that 1s faith. Now, that was received and can only be received
ever by faith alone.

That 1s received by faith in order that something else may be
received by faith. What 1s that? [Congregation: "The promise of
the Spirit."] Then, as we found that the righteousness of God upon
His people 1s the one thing, the only then, the all in all, the fitting
up of the people for receiving the promise of the Holy Spirit, and
the outpouring of it, at God's own will--as we have found that that
1s so and that 1s received by faith, then in order to receive the other
at all, it must be received exactly as that was received, that 1s by
Jaith. Then, when God tells you and me--having given us His
righteousness and we having received it gladly have therefore
accepted 1t in its fullness by faith as God intends us to receive it and
it is made our own by Jesus Christ bringing it to us--then when
God tells you and me: "Arise, shine, for thy light is come, and the
glory of God 1s risen upon thee," and when you and I do as God
says, and arise by faith in Him, He will see that we shine.
[Congregation: "Amen."|] When He tells you and me that His glory
1s risen upon you and me which 1s by faith of Jesus Christ, then you
and I are to thank Him that His glory s 7sen upon you and me. Thank
Him that that is so and take our stand deliberately, fairly, openly,
and candidly and honestly before God, under the canopy of angels
of God and His glory which He gives, and then if He does not see
that we shine, that 1s His fault. We need not doubt but what He will
see to that.

Now, that message: "Arise, shine, for thy light is come, and the
glory of the Lord is risen upon thee," is as certainly and as
distinctly the message of God to you and me and through you and



me as ministers to the people from this day henceforth, as was that
message four years ago of the righteousness of God which is by
faith alone in Jesus Christ. [Congregation: "Amen."] [The speaker
upon request, restated the last proposition.] And the people of
today who reject this message, which is now the message of today;,
as they rejected and slighted that four years ago are taking the step
which will leave them everlastingly behind and which involves their
whole salvation.

God has given us a message and has borne with us these four
years in order that we might receive this which is now the message.
Those who cannot receive that message are not prepared to receive
this message, because they rejected that. And now when God gives
the other in special measure in order that this may be received and
both together are slighted, then what can become of those blind
eyes? What can become of them!

So as we have been called upon to state several times during the
Institute and this work, It is a fearful time. Each meeting is a fearful
thing. But, brethren, though that has been so in the time that 1s past
and of the meetings that are past, this meeting tonight 1s the most

fearful one that we have yet come into.
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So I turn again to the text and I say again that the message there
given to us 1s the message for you and me to carry from this
meeting. And anyone who cannot carry that message with him
from this meeting had better not go. Anyone who cannot go from
this meeting with the living consciousness of the presence of Jesus
Christ in its power, with His light and His glory upon him and in
his life, that minister had better not leave this place as a minister or
as a professed minister, because he goes to a work that he cannot
do. He goes to meet a people whom he cannot meet. He goes to
meet responsibilities that he cannot meet. He goes to meet solemn
scenes that he will not understand. He goes to take steps that he
knows not which of the next ones will be to him a fearful one. That
1s where we are now, brethren and sisters.

It 1s for us now to face it and face it joyously, too. It is for us to
face it, I say, in all its solemn responsibilities; to face it with all its



fearful consequences. But we are to be so prepared by faith in Jesus
Christ and clothed with His own righteousness alone and
depending upon that alone--so prepared by this to face it, that we
can face i1t with joy, with the confidence that God goes with us and
desires to manifest His power and go joyfully and gladly to meet
the scenes that are to be met, to take up the work that is to be taken
up, and to meet the solemn responsibilities and scenes and actions
and occurrences that will come, always gladly in the Lord.

That 1s for us. We need not be a particle discouraged because
this 1s so. We ought to be the gladdest that we ever were in this
world that we are there tonight. [Congregation: "Amen."|

Let me read that text again to get another thought out of it:
"Arise, shine, for thy light is come and the glory of the Lord 1s risen
upon thee. For, behold the darkness shall cover the earth and gross
darkness the people, but the Lord shall arise upon thee and his
glory. . . . " Thou shalt see upon thyself? His glory ye shall see in yourself
and upon yourself? [Congregation: "No! No!"| "His glory shall be seen
upon thee." Let it.

Do not go about superintending that thing. That is none of your
business. You are not to regard that matter at all. If it is the glory of
the Lord, He will take care that it 1s seen upon you. You would not
know that it was the glory of God if you should see it upon
yourself, because it is not self-glory. When I see glory upon myself
there will be self-glorification. Don't you see? It is not self-glory that
we are seeking. It 1s not self-glory that God 1s going to manifest to
the world. It 1s the glory of God that He is going to manifest. It is
that glory that is going to be seen.

Therefore it says what it means and means what it says. "Hus
glory shall be seen upon thee." Thank Him that it is so, for He says so.
Thank Him that He says so. Then thank Him that it is so because
He says so. Then let Him do it. You have nothing to do with
superintending that at all, just keep yourself out of it. He who
undertakes that will lose the whole thing. Don't you see it is the
same heart work there?

We want righteousness but so many people want to see it in
themselves and upon themselves before they will believe that they



have it. But don't you see that they will never get it in that way?
They never will get it until they put self out of the way, until they
turn their backs upon themselves and look at His word. Then when
we turn our backs upon ourselves and look upon Him whose this
glory is and in whom 1t is--when we look to the place where this
glory 1s, then each one will know from that time that it 1s his so long
as he looks to the place where it 1s. "We all with open face
beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are changed into
the same 1mage from glory" to what? [Congregation: "To glory."|
Has His glory appeared to us? [Congregation: "Yes."| Has it?
[Congregation: Yes."]

Let me read that blessed text in 2 Corinthians: "God who
commands the light to shine out of darkness." He did it once,
didn't He? [Congregation: "Yes."] He has done it again. Darkness

covered the earth; gross darkness. God
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commanded the light to shine and it did shine. Again He says,
"Darkness shall cover the earth and gross darkness the people, but
the Lord shall arise upon thee and his glory shall be seen upon
thee." His light shall be seen upon thee, and therefore He says:
"Arise, shine, thy light i1s come." Again, He has commanded the
light to shine out of darkness. [Congregation: "Amen."| Is that not
so? [Congregation: Yes."| He fath shined in our hearts." Well, then,
He has done it, has He not? Are you saying that? [Congregation:
"Yes."] I do not mean that you shall say that merely because it is in
the text, but I want you to say it because in your heart you know it
is so. By that yielding of the will, that submission of the will, that
laying all upon Him--that is faith.

Well then, He says so. Now we can go on with this text: "God,
who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, has shined in
our hearts." Has He? [Congregation: "Amen."] Now can you
thank Him that He has? [Congregation: "Yes."] Anyone who can
thank God that God has shined in His heart, thanks Him from the
heart; /e can thank God that he does stand there by faith. He can
do this just as certainly as he can thank the Lord that his
righteousness 1s His own.



Let us read some more of that verse: "God who commanded the
light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts." Thank
the Lord. What 1s it for? "To give the light of the knowledge of the
glory of God." Has He given you the light of the knowledge of His
glory? [Congregation: "Yes."| Has He? [Congregation: "Yes."| Has
not His glory arisen for you and me? Has not His glory then arisen
for and upon each one of us and is each of our hearts? Has the
light not shined as God commanded it to shine?

We will continue the text: "God who commanded the light to
shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts to give the light of
the knowledge of the glory of God w the face of Jesus Christ." Then
the man who can look with open face into the face of Jesus Christ,
who can thank God with His whole heart that the glory of God is
risen upon him, then God will see to it that that glory shall be seen
upon him. Brethren, that is so, and O, that every heart in the house
tonight might lift his face, unveiled, to that glorious face that shines
so gloriously and graciously upon the sons of men and hath saved
us from our sins and transformed us from glory to glory into His
image--from glory to glory even as by the Spirit of the Lord.

Then that Spirit has come to those who can look into the face of
Jesus Christ. And that Holy Spirit which God gives to those who
look into the face of Christ will transform us into His own image
and we shall see His glory reflected and men will see His glory too.
Brethren, it 1s so, and tonight we must receive the promise of the
Spirit through faith.

Moses was with the Lord that time in the mount, and when he
came down his face shone with the glory of God. How much did /e
know about 1t? Nothing at all. "Moses wist not that the skin of his
face shone." He did not know anything about it; the people knew
about it. Did these people who saw the glory on Moses' face have
faith? [Congregation: "No."| Moses had faith in order that it might
shine. The faith of Moses received it in order that it might shine,
and when 1t did shine from his face, though he was unconscious of
it, even the unbelieving people could see it.

Stephen stood before the Sanhedrin--men whose hearts were
steeled against God and against His Christ--but his face shone with



the glory of God as it had been the face of an angel, and all they
that stood in the council looked upon him and saw it. Did Stephen
know 1it? No. It was not Stephen's glory. He had nothing to do with
it. God was there in that presence, because that Stephen had such
faith in Jesus Christ and was looking with unveiled heart with
unveiled face by faith into the face of Jesus Christ and when he did
that the glory of the Lord was risen upon him and the heathen and
the worse than heathen--the wicked Pharisees--could see the glory
of God upon him.

We have found in our study that the work today stands exactly
as 1t did where the apostles left it. Well then when that promise of
the Spirit came upon the people in that day, God manifested His
own power, in His own way, at His own will, upon those who were
His. That 1s the way He will do 1t again.

Let us read that verse again now. "God who commanded the
light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts." Don't
forget it. Well, how can we forget it. It is so, 1s it not? "To give the
light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus
Christ." Then we found 1in the lesson last Friday night that we were
to obtain the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ,
by looking into the face of Jesus, and while we look there, receiving
that righteousness more and more, being molded more and more
into His image, the law of God stands there in all its glory
witnessing that that 1s the way to look. We found that that was the
occupation of the angels also in heaven. "Their angels do always
behold the face of my Father who 1s in heaven." Well, then,
brethren, when we go into the company of angels, looking where
they look, to receive what they are looking there to receive, and the
law witnesses that it is our own, then why shall not that blessed
canopy cover us? And that 1s the covering of God drawn over His
people. So then the requisite to this is the faith that lifts up the face
to the face of Jesus, and it is not because of our goodness but
because of our need.

[By permission of the speaker, Prof. Prescott read the following:]

"The hand of the Infinite is stretched over the battlements of
heaven to grasp your hand in its embrace. The mighty Helper is



nigh to help the most erring, the most sinful and despairing. Look
up by faith, and the light of the glory of God will shine upon you."

Elder Jones: I did not know that that was there, but brethren, we
can be thankful that the Spirit of God guides us to it here. And do
not forget this passage that we have been wanting to get to so long
and now 1t comes in just exactly: "Now the righteousness of God
without the law i1s manifested. . . . Even the righteousness of God
which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that
believe. For there i1s no difference. For all have sinned and come
short of the glory of God."

We have studied this before--that the righteousness of God
without the law 1s manifested by the law. There is another phrase:
"Being witnessed by the law and the prophets." Do not forget for a
moment or fail to remember always that where the righteousness of

God is, which 1s obtained by faith of Jesus
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Christ, the prophets of God will stand 1n that place and witness to that
man that he has it. [Congregation: "Amen!"| That means at this
time, for he is coming to us now. So, I am glad that the Spirit of
God has led us to it in His way and His prophet stands and
witnesses that that 1s true and that we have the truth in that thing
as 1t 1s 1n Jesus Christ and as shining from His holy face. [By
request the quotation was read again. |

Then, brethren, look up. Then, when we see the signs in the
sun, moon, and stars, and upon earth distress of nations, then /look
up; lift up your heads. Rejoice, for your redemption draweth nigh.
Look up, because that comes alone by looking up in the face of Him
that has said it. We need to look wup, for that brings the
righteousness, the glory of Jesus Christ, and it is that glory which
makes us immortal. But it is the same glory that consumes. We are to
look up. He wants us to look up in order to receive it. And He
wants us to look up before that great day in order that we may look
up in that day.

Now the Lord wants us to look up and He tells us what it is for.
Look up and reach up the hand by faith, and He will take it. Then
let Him. Then when God takes that hand of faith, He will hold you



and me more securely than we could possibly hold Him if we took
His hand. You see, it is the same way as we many times lead our
own little children along. We hold therr hand, and when they
stumble, they do not fall. At other times we have been walking
along, and they have had our hand; then they have stumbled and
fallen. Thank the Lord, He says, "I will take your hand." Then,
though we stumble, we shall not be cast down. [Congregation:
"Praise the Lord!"] Oh, God 1s good.

[By request the following text was read: "For the Lord thy God
will hold thy right hand, saying unto thee, Fear not; I will help
thee." Isa. 41:13.] When He says, "I will hold your right hand,"
Oh, let Him have it. Then you have no uneasiness at all.

"God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath
shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory
of God in the face of Jesus Christ." In connection with that I will
read: "But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory
of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory,
even as by the Spirit of the Lord." What 1s His glory? Let us be
sure of that. Here is a message which we had some time ago, to
which I will refer you, on page 16 of the Bulletin:

The work will be cut short in righteousness. The message of
Christ's righteousness 1s to sound from one end of the world to the
other. This 1s the glory of God which closes the work of the third
angel.

Then that glory 1is that righteousness, that goodness, that
character, of His own. Where then do we see righteousness alone?
[Congregation: "In the face of Jesus Christ."] As we look at that,
what effect has it upon us? It changes us into the same image--
transforms us into the same image from righteousness to
righteousness, from glory to glory, from character to character, even
as by the Spirit of the Lord.

Well, arise, and shine, because the light has come. That 1s the
Lord's command. That is why I said before--that is the message
from this day henceforth as certainly as it is received. It 1s that to
us. It is in fact the same thing, as certainly as it was four years ago,
only with increased splendor, with increased power. Now, with the



accumulated force of four years' exercise, God puts it forth to His
people. The proposition 1s again: Arise, shine, for thy light 1s come,
and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee. Who will? Who will?
[Numerous voices: "I will."] Good! Do it. How long will you?
[Voices: "Always."| How constantly will you? How often will you?
[Voices: "Always."]

I tell you brethren and sisters, those who will do this will find in
their lives a subduing power such as they never knew before. It will
bring that poverty of spirit and that humiliation of soul which will
give the Spirit a chance to work in His own wonderful way. That 1is
where we are. Well then, Arise and shine, because the light /as
come, and the glory of the Lord /4ath risen upon thee.

I will read from page 137 of the Bulletin:--

""To him who 1s content to receive without deserving, who feels
that he can never recompense such love, lays all thoughts and
unbelief” aside and comes as a little child at the feet of Jesus, all the
treasures of eternal love are the free and everlasting gift.""

All these treasures are a free and everlasting gift to us who have
nothing with which to obtain it. The Lord says they are mine. I
know they are mine too, for He says so. And I am going to thank
Him all the time.

Now there 1s another splendid text which we must read, that
speaks to us now. Isa. 52:1:

"Awake, awake." We have been asleep, have we not? You know
that we have. "Awake, awake; put on thy strength, O Zion." Put on
what? Strength. We have found by examining the situation in
which we stand that we need a power, we need a strength that 1s
greater than all the power that this world knows put together. We
have found that we need strength, have we not? [Congregation:
"Yes."] Then we need it for this message just now. Put on your
strength; you have got it. "Put on thy strength, O Zion; put on thy

beautiful garments, O Jerusalem." What are the beautiful
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garments? [Congregation: "Righteousness."] The fine linen is the
righteousness of the saints. ""To her was granted that she should be
arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the



righteousness of saints." This is the righteousness which comes by
faith in Jesus Christ. And here likewise 1s a word which the Lord
addressed to us in this Conference. In the Bulletin, page 408, I
read:

"At this time the church 1s to put on her beautiful
garments--'Christ our righteousness."

Well then, there it 1s: "Put on thy beautiful garments, O
Jerusalem, the holy city." What is she putting on her garments for?
Where 1s she going? O, she is going home; she is going to the
wedding supper, thank the Lord, and the people who went to the
wedding suppers in those times had to have garments that were
prepared by the master of the feast, and the Lord does the same
thing now. [Congregation: "Amen."| Brethren, let us all thank the
Lord; let us be thankful all the time.

But that 1s only a part of it. Here 1s the most blessed promise it
seems to me, that ever came to the Seventh-day Adventist church.
"For henceforth there shall no more come into thee, the
uncircumcised and the unclean." Thank the Lord. He has
delivered us henceforth from unconverted people, from people
brought into the church to work out their own unrighteousness and
to create division in the church. Church trials are all gone; thank
the Lord. All mischievous talebearers and tattlers are gone. The
church now has something better than that to talk about. They can
now talk of saving fallen men and women. They will have a
goodness and a joy, and a holiness and a glory that is in Jesus
Christ, to talk about, which i1s real indeed, and we know it.

That is a splendid promise. And do you not see how alone it can
be fulfilled? When we go forth from this place, knowing nothing at
all but Jesus Christ and Him crucified, refusing to know anything
but that, refusing to preach anything but that, depending upon His
power, depending upon His glory, knowing that it 1s come and that
He has commanded us to shine, then it can be fulfilled. Do you not
see that nobody will be drawn to that except those who are drawn
from the heart and in whom the heart is converted? Do you not see
that you yourself will know that they are converted before they are



taken into the church? "No more shall come into thee the
uncircumcised and the unclean."

Brethren, there 1s another thing that belongs there now. When
God has graced His church with His power and His glory and the
power of His Spirit, the most dangerous place in this world for a
hypocrite to be in is that church. Ananias and Sapphira tried it,
and that lesson was recorded as a lesson to all people, from this day
forward, at least. There is no place now in the Seventh-day
Adventist church for hypocrites. If the heart 1s not sincere, it 1s the
most dangerous place that that man ever was 1n in the world.

Then, those who are not going along with this work had better
get out quick. It is dangerous to stay here if you are not going
along, and we cannot go along without having the glory of God
and His light shining in the heart and in the life. We are to be
called to stand before kings and before authorities and to speak
against the oppressions and the wickedness of persecutors carrying
out their venom against those who would love the Lord. "Awake,
awake. Put on thy strength, O Zion; put on thy beautiful garments,
O Jerusalem, the holy city, for henceforth there shall no more come
into thee the uncircumcised and the unclean. Shake thyself from
the dust. Arise, and sit down, O Jerusalem: loose thyself from the
bands of they neck, O captive daughter of Zion."

Liberty is now proclaimed to the captives. Praise the Lord. "The
Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because the Lord hath anointed me
to bind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives,
and the opening of the prison to them that are bound, to preach
the acceptable year of the Lord, and the day of vengeance of our
God: to comfort all that mourn; to appoint unto them that mourn
in Zion, to give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for
mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; that
they might be called trees of righteousness, the planting of the
Lord, that he might be glorified." "Shake thyself from the dust;
arise and sit down O Jerusalem: loose thyself from the bands of thy
neck, O captive daughter of Zion. For thus saith the Lord, Ye have
sold yourselves for nought, and ye shall be redeemed without
money." Good, that 1s accomplished.



"For thus saith the Lord God, My people went down aforetime
into Egypt to sojourn there, and the Assyrian oppressed them
without cause." Then what did He do? [Congregation: "Delivered
them."] Exactly Then when does this apply? At the time of
deliverance. Then we have reached that time, have we not? We
have reached the time of oppression, and when that time of
oppression has come, then the time of God's wondrous deliverance
has come too. So let the oppression become more severe; let the
fire become hotter. It only shows that deliverance is that much
nearer. Thank the Lord.

"Now therefore, what have I here, saith the Lord, that my people

1s taken away for nought? They
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that rule over them make them to howl, saith the Lord; and my
name continually every day is blasphemed." That 1s so. They have
done it already. "Therefore my people shall know my name." What
is His name? I AM that I AM. They will not only know about Him.
They will know that He is what He s too, and He 1s the Almighty.
And His people, knowing His name--the All-powerful One--will
know His power manifested in them, for them, to them and
through them.

"Therefore my people shall know my name; therefore, they shall
know 1in that day that I am he that doth thus speak. Behold it is I."
I am the one that is talking now. Good. Then what? "How
beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth
good tidings, that publisheth peace; that bringeth good tidings of
good, that publisheth salvation; that saith unto Zion, 7Thy God
reigneth!"

Let kings and powers and governors and States--let them exalt
themselves as much as they please. God has given you and me a
message to the people--"Thy God reigneth." ""Thy watchman shall lift
up the voice, with the voice together shall they sing." Why, of
course, He said long ago we should sing as we go on the way to
Zion.

"For they shall see eye to eye, when the Lord shall bring again
Zion." Brethren, while we look into the face of Jesus Christ and



that light shines into our minds and hearts, we need have no
trouble at all in seeing eye to eye, even though you are on the other
side of the earth and I on this side. There will be that
companionship of ideas and truth that will bind our hearts through
the center of the earth. God 1s in it, and that is why it 1s so. God
can make it so. There is no other power in the universe that can
make it so.

"Break forth into joy." Why not, I would like to know? We need
not have a special meeting to break forth into joy; it is not
necessary to jump up and down and kick over the benches and
chairs. It 1s the joy of the Lord and not fanaticism. It is not a
feeling that is wrought up by such demonstrations.

"Break forth into joy, sing together, ye waste places of Jerusalem:
for the Lord hath comforted his people; he hath redeemed
Jerusalem." the Lord hath comforted His people. He has done it,
hasn't He? Well, then, let us praise the Lord for His comfort.

"The Lord hath made bare his holy arm." He i1s going to do
something now. When a man has something to do and begins to
roll up his sleeves, you know he means business. The Lord has
taken that familiar figure to show the earnest work He has
undertaken and that applies right now. He has made bare His holy
arm--hath rolled up His sleeves--He is entering into a work now
that will create a sensation, as in the days of Samuel when he said
to Eli, "He will do a thing in Israel at which both the ears of
everyone that heareth it shall tingle." Let us see that our ears tingle
with joy. "The Lord hath made bare his holy arm 1in the eyes of all
the nations: and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of
our God." Let them; let them.

"Depart ye, depart ye, go ye out from thence." That means cut
loose from this world, does it not? Are you cutting loose? Have you
departed? Have you bidden farewell to earth? [Congregation:
"Yes."| Is the world under your feet? [Congregation: "Yes."] Not
only 1s 1t under your feet but 1s it stamped under your feet? I know
and you know that when we separate ourselves from all things of
this world, God can and does give you and me the consciousness of
something that is better than all this world put together.



"Touch no unclean thing." That is the same word as that used in
2 Corinthians: "Wherefore come out from among them and be ye
separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing, and I will
receive you, and will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons
and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty." "Be ye clean that bear the
vessels of the Lord. For ye shall not go out with haste nor go by
flight." No, we are not going to be scared or afraid of anything,
"He that believeth shall not make haste." He is in no hurry. The
Lord never gets in a hurry, but He can take His own good time and
lots of 1t too. He that believeth shall not make haste. Another
translation has it, "shall not be ashamed," another, "shall not be
confounded," or not easily be put off his balance.

And by the way, you will find yourself called to places where
there will come a perfect storm of voices and tongues from twenty
different sides. Then you do not want to get in a hurry or get off
your balance. Then is the time when you are not to be frightened
and run away. Oh, no! He has put us in the world to stay here just
as long as He wants us here. "Ye shall not go out with haste, nor go
by flight: for the Lord will go before you; and the God of Israel will
be your rereward." Good. He is the vanguard and the rearguard.
He 1s the advance guard and the rear guard also. That is good
company to be in.

Brethren, that 1s the message now. That 1s the message that you
and I are to carry from this place, and he who cannot carry it
should not go. Oh, do not go. As we have been exhorted by the Spirit
of the Lord in this place, let no one go without the consciousness of
that abiding presence power of the Spirit of God. No one need go
without it. For it 1s obtained and kept by faith in Him, into whose face

we look, in order that we may receive by faith the
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righteousness of Jesus, that we may be prepared to receive and do
receive the Spirit of God by faith.

THE THIRD ANGEL'S MESSAGE - 23
A. T. Jones



I wish we had six weeks in which to study the third angel's
message now. [Congregation: "Amen."] I mean six weeks together;
of course, we all have more than that separately. What I meant was
that we might have six weeks together. Then we could begin to get
a pretty good outline of the message for this time. But, keeping
what the Lord has given us and going from here with that, all that
remains 1s to study the message and preach it and it will grow as we
do. And we will all see alike, if we keep what we have received here
and preach that.

The time 1s so near past, though, now, and there 1s so much to
be said before we separate, that about all we can do tonight is to
touch just a few points that lead out from where we are, in lines
that we need to follow and which will be our guide henceforth.

Let us turn to the 13th chapter of Revelation to begin with this
evening, and study that passage of Scripture that refers to the
United States and see if we may know where in the prophecy the
working of this power comes in to deceive "them that dwell on the
earth, by the means of those miracles which he had power to do in
the sight of the beast." I know that a good many are losing sight of
what has been done by looking for something that they had
decided must be done first, and while looking for that which they
had decided must be done and neglecting to use that which has
been done, they will still go on, getting further and further from the
light, still less and less prepared to meet any of these things,
whether they have come, or whether they are yet to come.

Now, in the 13th and 14th verses 1s the statement of prophecy
about the working of that power: "And he doeth great wonders, so
that he maketh fire come down from heaven on earth in the sight
of men, and deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by the means
of those miracles which he had power to do in the sight of the
beast, saying to them that dwell on the earth that they should make
an 1mage to the beast, which had the wound by a sword, and did
live."

From the connection in which this is placed, a good many have
been writing to me and saying that all these things must come to
pass before the image 1s made; that these workings and wonderful



manifestations are the workings of spiritualism and are to persuade
the people fo make an image of the beast. It 1s important therefore
for us to study the prophecy and see what it says and as much as
possible, what it does not say.

Let us now begin with the eleventh verse of the thirteenth
chapter: "And I beheld another beast coming up out of the earth;
and he had two horns like a lamb, and he spake as a dragon."
When did he speak as a dragon? When he was coming up?
[Congregation: "No."] When is it that he speaks as a dragon? Read
the fifteenth verse: "And he had power to give life unto the image
of the beast, that the image of the beast should both speak and cause that
as many as would not worship the image of the beast should be
killed." That is when he speaks as a dragon, is it? [Congregation:
"Yes."] Isn't it the 1image of the beast that speaks as a dragon?
[Congregation: "Yes."] was the image of the beast made, when he
was seen coming up? [Congregation: "No."| When this beast was
seen coming up out of the earth, was the image of the beast made?
[Congregation: "No."] Was he then speaking as a dragon?
[Congregation: "No."| Then all of that verse does not apply in the
place where it 1s printed. That you may see this a little more plainly,
turn to Testimony 32, page 208. This was printed in 1885:

"The Sunday movement is now making its way in darkness. The
leaders are concealing the true issue, and many who unite in the
movement do not themselves see whither the current is tending. Its

professions are mild, and apparently Christian."
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Has that any reference to the two horns like a lamb?
[Congregation: "Yes."]

"Its professions are mild and apparently Christian, but when it
shall speak, 1t will reveal the spirit of the dragon."

"When it shall speak." That was written in 1885; he had not yet
spoken. Is that correct? [Congregation: "Yes."] When was he seen
coming up? [Congregation: "In 1798."] "He had two horns like a
lamb," when he was seen coming up and has had them all the time,
Is that so? [Congregation: "Yes."] "Its professions are mild and
apparently Christian." But there 1s the prophecy--"He spake as a



dragon." And we have found by the connection that it is the wmage
that speaks and causeth that as many as will not worship the image
of the beast shall be killed. That is the dragon voice. But, "when 1t
shall speak, 1t will reveal the spirit of the dragon."

Then, I say again, that that eleventh verse is not all fulfilled in
the place where it stands in the prophecy and in the order in which
the things that it mentions are mentioned in the prophecy. The last
expression of the eleventh verse 1s not fulfilled until we reach the
fifteenth verse.

Let us read on. Twelfth verse: "And he exerciseth all the power
of the first beast before him, and causeth the earth and them which
dwell therein to worship the beast, whose deadly wound was
healed." Now, has this beast that was seen coming up out of the
earth been exercising as yet all the power that the first beast before
him did? [Congregation: "No."] Has he compelled them that dwell
on the earth to worship the first beast? [Congregation: "No."| Is
that verse, then, that 12th verse, fulfilled until the time of the 15th
verse? [Congregation: "No."| Untl the time after the image is
made? [Congregation: "Yes."|

Then those two verses of the prophecy are manifestly not
fulfilled in the order in which the statements are set down. Is that
so? [Congregation: "Yes."|

The thirteenth verse: "and he doeth great wonders, so that he
maketh fire to come down from heaven on the earth in the sight of
men." Is that fulfilled before the image of the beast is made?
[Congregation: "No."|] We all know, who have read "Vol. IV," that
that 1s one of the last things that 1s ever done before Satan comes
himself, personally. You who have read "Vol. IV" know that, and
you who have not read it, just read it and you will see that the
making of fire to come down from heaven is one of the last things
that 1s done before Satan appears personally, if not the last in fact.
Vol. IV does not say positively that this will be wrought before
Satan appears personally or after, but taking the most extreme view
possible of 1t, it 1s amongst those things that are carried on when
the very powers of the satanic agencies are exerted to their full
extent, to deceive, 1f possible, the very elect. This miracle is



wrought to prove to the children of God that they are wrong in
keeping the Sabbath. This miracle is wrought as a deciding test,
and 1t will be one of the very last things before the decree goes
forth to put people to death; if not the very last before that, it will
be one of the last. The contest will be between the powers of the
earth and the Lord, between those who yield and obey the powers
of the earth and those who obey the Lord.

Now, are these miracles all wrought openly and above-board,
distinctly as aganst the Lord? 1Is that what they pretend to do?
[Congregation: "No."] Are they wrought by those who openly and
professedly deny Jesus Christ? [Congregation: "No."] Who then?
Those who profess themselves to be Christ. "False Christs will arise
and shall show great signs and wonders." This will be done by
those who themselves profess that they are representatives of Jesus
Christ and that Christ 1s with them and that God is the God of that
side of the question. But it will be denied and it will be known that
it is not so by those who know the Lord. But this challenge will be
made. There was a contest once as to whether the Lord was God
or whether the sun was god--Baal. The test which decided that day
amongst the people that Elijah was a man of God and that God
was the true God and not the sun--not Baal--that test was, fire
came down from heaven.

Now that test comes again, but this time 1t will be done to
deceive, and 1t will be done by those who claim now to be Baal's or
rather those who are really Baal's servants, but profess that Baal is
god, which 1s Satan, of course. And they will present that challenge
to you and me: "Now, you say that the Bible i1s the word of God.
You stand on that?" "Yes, sir." "You say that God 1s your God?"
"Yes, sir." "And that the Sabbath ought to be kept because that 1s
the sign of what God is to man and what Christ 1s to man?" "Yes,
sir, that 1s the position exactly." "Now, a test was put once before
which decided this question. That was that fire came down from
heaven. That decided there that the Lord was the true God. Now
we offer you, upon your own proposition today the same challenge.
We say to you that we challenge you to this decision; we give you
an open, fair challenge; we say to you now: "If we are the men of



God, if God is our God and not yours, if we are men of God, let
fire come down from heaven upon the earth."

And what then? Fire comes. "He doeth great
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wonders so that he maketh fire come down from heaven on the
earth in the sight of men." Men will see it and it i1s done to decide
this question--to decide that they are the people of God, that they
are men of God. And when the true people of God say that that 1s
not the test, that that does not prove anything, then you see, they
will say, "Well, you go back on your own evidences. You say you
believe the Bible; you say that is your foundation and you agree
that that decided this question once." "Yes, sir." But now, when we
do the same thing you deny that that is any decision at all. What 1s
the use of reasoning any more with such men as that? They all go
back on the plainest evidence that they themselves say that they
stand upon. What more should be done but to kill such people as
that? You can't reason with them any more and the fate of the
world, the plagues and pestilences and all these things are coming
upon the people on account of your craze, because you will not
surrender or yield; you are stubborn; you will have it your own way
anyway. Now 1n order to save people whose lives are precious, the
only thing we can do is to put you out of the way." So, we say, and
you will see by reading, that that is not done before the image of
the beast 1s made; it 1s after that, that it comes.

Brethren, it is not only time for every one of us to read Vol. IV
but to read it over and over and to know the situation of things as
they are. It 1s time to read it and we cannot afford not to read it.

So then the three verses which we have read you yourselves see
they are not fulfilled in the order in which the statements are set
down.

Now let us read on: "And he deceiveth them that dwell on the
earth by the means of those miracles which he had power to do in
the sight of the beast." Let us read another passage now in the 19th
chapter of Revelation, referring to the coming of the Lord, 19th
and 20th verses. "And I saw the beast, and the kings of the earth,
and their armies, gathered together to make war against him that



sat on the horse, and against his army. And the beast was taken and
with him the false prophet that wrought miracles before him, with which he
decewed them that had recewed the mark of the beast and them #that
worshypped his image."

Someone told me the other day about another translation,
speaking of that--I do not know whether it is the Revised Version
or some other--that reads, "the false prophet that wrought miracles
before him, with which he deceived them that /ad recewed the mark
of the beast and them that /rad worshipped the image."

[Elder D. T. Bourdeau: "So reads the French."|

Elder Jones: The same thought is in this. That shows then that
the miracles, the deceiving miracles that are wrought are done to
deceive them that had the mark of the beast. But do men receive
the mark of the beast before the image is made? Under the
message and the responsibility which the message brings are men
held responsible for receiving the mark of the beast and worshiping
the beast before the image comes on and undertakes to compel
them to do 1t? No, because we found 1n our lessons here that until
the image was made there was a way of escape from the worship of
the beast. The way was open for a man to refuse, but afler the image
s made there 1s no way open for a man to refuse to worship the
beast, because there is no place on the earth where the power of
the beast 1s not found; consequently, after that comes there is no
escape any more, and then it i1s that men become responsible for
worshiping either the beast or his image. There is no other way of
escape. The only way 1s to turn to God then. Then the time comes
that the decision 1s clear cut and must be made between God and
the powers of the earth alone.

Again, read the 16th chapter of Revelation. There the plagues,
you know, are threatened to come upon the people because of
worshiping the beast and his image. Under the sixth plague, we
read verses 13 and 14: "And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs
come out of the mouth of the dragon and out of the mouth of the
beast and out of the mouth of" What? Doesn't it read this way: "I
saw three unclean spirits like frogs come out of the mouth of the
dragon, and out of the mouth of the beast, and deceived people



into making the false prophet? [Congregation: "No."] What 1s the
false prophet, in other words? [Congregation: "The two horned
beast."] The image of the beast 1s the false prophet, because that
verse 1n the 19th chapter tells it: "And I saw the beast and the kings
of the earth, and their armies, gathered together to make war
against him that sat on the horse, and against his army. And the
beast was taken, and with lum the false prophet that wrought miracles
before him, with which he deceived them that received the mark of
the beast, and them that worshiped his image." In the 13th chapter,
we read, "He exerciseth all the power of the first beast before him
[in his sight] and causeth the earth and them which dwell therein
to worship the first beast, whose deadly wound was healed." Then
what 1s the false prophet? The image of the beast.

Now then these spirits, they are the spirits of devils. The next
verse (Rev. 16:14) says, "For they are the spirits of devils, working
miracles, which go forth unto the kings of the earth and of the
whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of God
Almighty." But these spirits of devils working miracles come from

where? They come from
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certain places /0 do these miracles. That 1s the truth, isn't it? And
they come from those places, to gather the people to the battle of
the great day of God Almighty. These spirits of devils come at that
time with this miracle-working power, in this miracle-working
power, in this miracle working way, to do a certain thing. Where do
they come from? the beast and the false prophet (or the image of
the beast). Then, from those testimonies and from those two verses,
isn't it plain that the deceiving miracles--the great miracles that are
wrought to deceive men come afler the image s made and not to make
the image? [Congregation: "Yes."]

Well, let us see whether we are right. Testimony 32, page 207:

"To secure popularity and patronage, legislators will yield to the
demand for Sunday law."

Will they? They have done it. Is that fulfilled? [Congregation:
"Yes."| That has been fulfilled. They have done it and they have
done it so certainly that they themselves have publicly said that



they did do it for that purpose. The evidence, more than we have
had at any other time, 1s in this little pamphlet, The Captivity of
the Republic. It is a report of the hearing before the Committee on
the World's Fair Sunday Closing Bill, an account of which I gave
here in my second talk. This 1s now being printed and coming from
the press. It 1s entitled The Captivity of the Republic. And the idea
is that the churches have captured the republic and hold it in the
captivity in which they have taken it and the quotations there from
congressmen themselves, lately, not simply those of Hiscock and
Hawley and those of last summer, but those of the very latest--
members of that Committee which heard our arguments and
refused to hear what they would not hear willingly, but which they
had to hear--statements from these very men, saying that they must
not go any further in that direction for fear of the damage to the
Fair and country at large, that the church element would do. You
have it over and over there in several different ways; so there is
further evidence than that which we had last summer, but they
keep on saying that they did it then for that reason and they still
maintain it for the same reason. So that 1s fulfilled over and over, if
anybody wants evidence on that point.

"Those who fear God cannot accept an institution that violates a
precept of the decalogue."

Does this mstitution that has been set up by those men to secure
popularity and patronage refer in any way to a precept of the
decalogue? [Congregation: "Yes."] Did they mention any precept
of the decalogue in the doing of 1t? [Congregation: "Yes."] "Those
who fear God cannot accept" it. Do you hear that? [Congregation:
"Amen!"]

"Those who fear God cannot accept an institution that violates a
precept of the decalogue."

And an institution that so entirely violates a precept of the
decalogue that it itself could not be set up by the government
without taking the precept of the decalogue out of the way, altering
it entirely. It 1s not set alongside of the other one. They did not enact
any Sunday law on its own merits, but they deliberately set up the



precept of God and took out of it what He put into it and put into
it what the Catholic church set up in the place of it.

"On this battlefield comes the last great conflict of the
controversy between truth and error."

And the battle is joined and we are to go from this Conference
into the midst of it.

"And we are not left in doubt as to the issue. Now as in the days
of Mordecai, the Lord will vindicate His truth and His people. By
the decree enforcing the institution of the papacy in violation of
the law of God, our nation will disconnect herself fully from
righteousness."

Now another thing: I want to ask you whether it has been
tulfilled.

"When Protestantism shall stretch her hand across the gulf to
grasp the hand of the Roman power. . . ."

That 1s, "when she shall." In 1884 it said, "She will." This says,
"When she shall." that little special testimony, when it came a year
ago now, said, "She 1s reaching." She 1s doing it. e know now that
she has done it. Don't we? Let us read from "Testimony No. 33,"
page 240:

"When our nation shall so abjure the principles of its
government as to enact a Sunday law, Protestantism will in this act
join hands with popery."

But they joined hands with popery in the doing of it, in order to
do it, and 1s it not all true in that one thing? She has joined hands
with the papacy. That 1s fulfilled then, is it? [Congregation: "Yes."|
Then the Testimony i1s fulfiled down that far Is that so?
[Congregation: "Yes."|

Then further, this same paragraph here, on page 240 of
Testimony No. 33:

"When our nation shall so abjure the principles of its
government as to enact a Sunday law, Protestantism will in this act
join hands with popery; it will be nothing else than gwing fife to the
tyranny which has long been eagerly watching its opportunity to
spring again into active despotism."



We have found by our other studies and by the latest
Testimonies that have come that it is through the influence of the
United States government that all the nations are brought back to

the papacy, and when that is done it 1s through this country that
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life 1s gwen to that same tyrannical spirit which passes all over the
world. So then we are up to that point now, are we? [Congregation:
"Yes."] Now let us see what remains. There is something else to
come 1n this connection. On page 207 of Testimony No. 32 we
read:

"When she shall reach over the abyss & clasp hands with
spiritualism. . . ."

It 1s fulfilled up to that point--up to that last one now. Is it?
[Congregation: "Yes."| The other remains.

"When she shall reach over the abyss to clasp hands with
spiritualism. . . . When under the influences of this threefold union
our country shall repudiate every principle of its constitution as a
Protestant and Republican government. . . ."

When they joined hands with popery, it was to set up the papal
institution, as the testimony which has been printed in the Bulletin
told us, that God's memorial has been set aside, the false sabbath
has been put in its place. In the doing of that, she has joined hands
with popery, has set up the institution of the papacy instead of the
mstitution of God. That much 1s fulfilled, then. That was
accomplished in joining hands with popery. Now the next thing is
to join hands with spiritualism. And then "under the influence of
this threefold union" every principle, not only as a Protestant but as
a Republican government goes. Now a Republican government 1s a
government of the people, not monarchical. What 1s the object of
Satan in working all these miracles? Well, I shall read the rest of
that sentence first:

"When under the influence of this threefold union, our country
shall repudiate every principle of its constitution as a Protestant
and Republican government and shall make provision for the
propagation of papal falsehoods and delusion, then we may know that



the tzme has come for the marvelous working of Satan and that the end 1s
near."

Now, why 1s it and for what purpose 1s it that Satan does these
miraculous things? Isn't it to prove that he 1s Christ?
[Congregation: "Yes."| "False Christs shall arise and shall show
great signs and wonders, if possible to deceive the very elect." But
he puts himself in the place of Christ.

Christ 1s King, 1sn't He? [Congregation: "Yes."] When Satan in
those miracles puts himself in the place of Christ, it is to be the
same thing, 1s it? [Congregation: "Yes."] When this is done, then
upon the very face of it, every principle of Republican government
has been taken away, and they will have a monarchy established.
And so the object of spiritualism is to open the way for the
professed coming of Christ and the setting up of his kingdom the
earth.

So you see, having done so much already, it is easy enough to
take the next step and to recognize "Christ" as king. That is the
thing that is being urged now by the National reformers, who have
been working for that which they have obtained, by those who
recognize the strength of what has been done in making this a
"Christian Nation." This will be done in much the same way. The
principle will be recognized in some way, and they will clasps hands
with spiritualism. Then, when that 1s done, when the way 13
opened, "Christ" 1s recognized as king, that opens the way for Satan
to come as Christ and set up his kingdom here and do all these
miracles and sweep the world with him, and then the cry is raised
(Vol. IV gives 1it) "Christ has come! Christ has come!"

Then does not all this show to us that the working of Satan in
spiritualism, mn these wonders and miracles that deceive men, is
after the making of the image, even as the prophecy says?

"Saying to them that dwell on the earth that they should make
an 1mage to the beast, which had the wound by a sword and did
live. And he had power to give life unto the image of the beast, that
the image of the beast should both speak and cause that as many
as would not worship the image of the beast should be killed. And
he causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond,



to receive a mark in their right hand or in their foreheads: and that
no man might buy or sell, save he that had the mark or the number
of his name."

Then you can see again that up to the fifteenth verse, not one of
the verses 1s fulfilled in the order in which its statements are set
down. "Well, then," says one, "what in the world 1s that that way
for? How are we to know, then, when it does come?" Vol. 1V tells
you that too. It says this on page 443:

"To learn what the image is like and how it 1s to be formed, we
must study the characteristics of the beast itself, the papacy."

We are to learn of the fulfillment of the prophecy and be able to
detect that from our knowledge of the thing of which it is an
image. In other words, we are not to get the knowledge of the
fulfillment of this prophecy from the prophecy itself alone but we
are to detect and to learn of the fulfillment of this prophecy from
the record of the nature, the working, and the disposition of the
beast of which this 1s only an image. So you see, in order to see when
these passages are fulfilled, in order to see when they are met, we
must be acquainted with the beast and well acquainted with it that
when anyone of these points appear we can see where that belongs,
because we know where it belonged in the original, and then,
knowing where it belongs, we can avoid that thing.

There 15 a peculiarity about this prophecy that 1s
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not about many others: There are some prophecies like the
prophecy of Daniel seventh chapter, the passing away of Babylon,
Medo-Persia, Greece, and Rome, and so on--those prophecies, men
could see the fulfillment of them in the event and they could be
perfectly safe in it. In other words, was it safe for men acquainted
with the Scriptures to look for another kingdom to succeed
Babylon and to look for it as Medo-Persia and know when that
thing was fulfilled from the event itself? Yes, and they could see it
fulfilled and the event itself. But mark you, here is this prophecy
that comes at the end of the world, and in the whirl of events that
bring the end of the world and the man who waits to see this
ftulfilled 1n order to act, he will be too late.



Therefore this 1s a prophecy with which God wants us to be so
well acquainted beforehand that we will look at it from the right
side and not be behind when it does come. And in order to do that,
you see the Lord gives us a picture that has already been wrought
out in history. He gives the course of events that have already been
carried out, fulfilled before the eyes of men, in a slow process so
that in studying it as it occurred slowly in that, we can become
thoroughly acquainted with the principles that were established
and their outgrowth and the result of them. And he does that in
order that we may be so well acquainted with those things in all
their bearings that when the first hint of those things is touched /ere
we may know the outcome of it long beforehand, and, therefore,
have ample time to take warning and never get caught.

This 1s why the Lord does not want us to look for the fulfillment
of this prophecy in the prophecy itself, because if we wait for that,
the most important things in the fulfillment of the prophecy will be
those things upon which depends our salvation at the very moment
that that thing is fulfilled, and if we are on the wrong side, if we are
late, we are simply left. Therefore he fixes it and has fixed it so as to
show us the beast in its fullness, in all his working, in order that by
studying that, we may be able to detect the image in every phase
and on every side. The first hint of anything of the kind 1s enough,
because we know what the thing is. Everything is in 1t, and
therefore just as soon as that thing 1s touched, we can say, "That
means the image of the beast, the image of the beast 1s in that
thing, and I must avoid every connection of it or with it from now
until the end of the world." Watching the growth of that thing
which has been started, which I know was the spirit and principle
of the papacy when it was started, when I see that and avoid all of
it at every step, I am on safe ground, and unless I do that I am on
dangerous ground.

Therefore the Spirit of Prophecy has told us that if we would
know about the image, we must study the original--the beast. And
those who are watching it in this way will be able to detect the evil
thing in every one of its phases. No difference how it comes up or
where it comes up, even if it be only the merest glimmer. And God



wants us to be so well acquainted with the original that we can
detect the image even though it be only a glimmer.

Brethren, these things are important for us to consider, and for
us to know, so that we shall not be overcome, so that we shall not be
taken unawares on anything or at any point, but always be ahead
in the thought and in the light of the Spirit of God.

So I say it over again. From the nature of things and in the fast
whirl of these last days and these things all coming so fast, in order
to be safe we have got to be ahead of the actual occurrence of
events. And in order to prepare us for that God has drawn it slowly
out before our eyes in the historical evidence of the beast. He has
drawn that out so that we can study it at leisure, and in this study as
it occurred slowly even up to the full development and ruin that
was wrought by it before, we can, by the Spirit of God enlightening
us, always be ahead of these things that are coming now, so that
when they do come, however fast, we are only glad, because we
know beforehand what it all means.

That is all that I can say upon that particular line of prophecy
or this particular passage. But did think that it was necessary as so
many questions had been asked upon that, to call attention to it
before we separate.

Now let us just sketch what 1s in the book of Revelation after
that. The third angel's message warns against the beast and his
image and the danger of drinking the wine of the wrath of God,
And then follows the coming of the Saviour to reap the harvest of
the earth, and the people of God standing on Mount Zion. So
there, that is a sketch through from where we are to the final
victory.

Then the sixteenth chapter takes up the plagues; the seventeenth
refers to Babylon the great, the mother. The eighteenth is the
message of warning; the times of refreshing, the latter rain, the
lighting of the earth with the glory of God, the calling out from
Babylon, because she is fallen and is become the habitation of
devils, as well as the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of unclean
and hateful birds, and that ye receive not of her plagues, and God
hath remembered her iniquities. And then the word goes on and



gives the actual occurrence of the judgment of God upon that
great Babylon, to her utter ruin and perdition.

Then the nineteenth chapter you will remember, is that song,
that voice of a great multitude of much people in heaven, saying,

"Salvation, and glory,
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and honor, and power, unto the Lord our God, for true and
righteous are his judgments, for he hath judged the great" harlot,
"which did corrupt the earth with her fornication, and hath
avenged the blood of his servants at her hand." "And the four and
twenty elders and the four beasts fell down and worshipped God
that sat on the throne, saying, Amen; Alleluia. And a voice came
out of the throne, saying, Praise our God, all ye his servants, ad ye
that fear him, both small and great. And I heard as it were the
voice of a great multitude and as the voice of many waters and as
the voice of mighty thunderings, saying, Alleluia, for the Lord God
omnipotent reigneth. Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honor to
him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made
herself ready. And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in
fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of
saints. And he saith unto me, Write, Blessed are they which are
called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb. And he saith unto
me, These are the true sayings of God." And the next thing he sees
is heaven opened and behold a white horse and the coming of
Christ, the destruction of the nations of the earth, the beast and
his image are cast together into the lake of fire and the remnant
are slain.

Then the 20th chapter is the binding of Satan, the resurrection
of the righteous. Then the thousand years expire, and then comes
the resurrection of the wicked and the judgment and destruction of
them. The 21st chapter announces the new earth and the heavenly
city upon it. And the 22nd chapter--"And there shall be no more
curse: but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be 1n it; and
his servants shall serve him: and they shall see his face; and his
name shall be in their foreheads. And there shall be no night there;



and they need no candle, neither light of the sun; for the Lord God
giveth them light: and they shall reign for ever and ever."

Now, brethren, don't you see that from the message of Rev. 14,
from the record of the third angel's message, when the image of
the beast 1s made, that the rest of the book of Revelation 1s a
straightforward story, as straight as can be written? From the time
the image of the beast 1s made and the third angel's message goes
forth as it reads, as now it goes forth from this Conference, as we go
forth with the message, the rest of the book of Revelation is a
straightforward story to you and me right through to the end of the
book? Don't you see that? [Congregation: "Yes."] One event right
after another, all coming in directly in connection and those things
are right before us--the rest of the book is just that, and you know
that well enough.

Now here 1s another word that we want to read from where we
are. You will recognize it. ""Testimony," Vol. I, page 186. It speaks
of the Laodicean message:

"It is designed to arouse the people of God, to discover to them
their backslidings, and to lead to zealous repentance, that they may
be favored with the presence of Jesus and be fitted for the loud cry
of the third angel. As this message affected the heart, it led to deep
humility before God. Angels were sent in every direction to prepare
unbelieving hearts for the truth. The cause of God began to rise, and
His people were acquainted with their position."

There 1s where we are. He has said, "Arise," hasn't He?
[Congregation: "Yes, sir."| He has brought us to the message which
says to us, "Arise, shine, for thy light 1s come." Well, now the time
has come for us to rise. We have arisen, for He told us to, and He
says so. We have arisen, because we are not to forget that when He
speaks the word and we yield, then the word is fulfilled. He says,
Arise. We say, Lord, Arise it 1s, and then we are up. His word raises
us. He says shine. We say, Lord, shine 1t 1s. And it is so. Back there,
when darkness was upon the earth, He said, Let light be; light was.
Now He says, Arise. That word, when we rest upon it, raises us. He
says, Shine. And that word when we yield to it, causes us to shine.
His word today which says, Shine, has just as much light in it as



that word that said, Let there be light, back there. That word has
light in i1t, and when we yield to that word, He will see to it that we
shine.

But what I wanted to call your attention to especially was this
promise that angels were sent in every direction to prepare
unbelieving hearts for the truth. Now the angels of God have gone
forth, haven't they? They are sent. What are you going to do?

When we go from this meeting, depending upon the power of
God, we go with His power, in His presence, with His glory upon
us, waiting for Him to manifest Himself in His own way, in His
own good time, just as He pleases, then you can see, He, sending
His angels ahead, and then sending us on, why He just sends us to
meet the hearts that the angels have prepared already.

Then, brethren, we have got nothing more to do any longer with
"getting up an interest." Don't you see that? We have nothing to do
with getting up an interest, and to make a great display getting up
an interest. The interest s up. God wants us to get up f the interest.
Get up o the interest, and not get up an interest. We will do well if
we get up to the interest; that is all the Lord asks of us.

Then when He sends us we are to go with that promise; it is
before us, and go to meet the work that God has prepared for us on
every hand, in every direction. That is where we are. Is not that the
way it was in the apostles' days? One reason why I wished we might

have six weeks more to study together
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here was that we might study the book of Acts. Then we could see
how God works when He has His own way, but you can study the
book of Acts yourselves. That is our lesson book now. That is the
way He worked when He had poured out the early rain, and that is
the lesson book to see how He will work now in the time of the
latter rain. Here is an instance at that time. Acts 16:4 and onward:
"And as they went through the cities, they delivered them the
decrees for to keep, that were ordained of the apostles and elders
which were at Jerusalem. And so were the churches established in
the faith and increased in number daily. Now when they had gone



throughout Phrygia and the region of Galatia and were forbidden
of the Holy Ghost to preach the word in Asia. . . ."

Were forbidden of the Holy Ghost to preach the word in Asia!
And that too when the Lord had sent them to preach the gospel to
every creature! "And after they were come to Mysia, they assayed
to go into Bithynia: but the Spirit suffered them not."

There were men who knew what the leading of the Spirit of
God 1s. And you and I are to know it too. [Congregation: "Amen."]
And that 1s what the Testimonies mean, and that 1s what the lessons
of this meeting mean. Unless you are prepared to know the leading
of the Spirit of God and to recognize the guidance of the Spirit of
God, then don't you go from this place until you do. That 1s what
this means.

Well, they could not preach the gospel in Asia any more, and
they could not go into Bithynia, and all they could do was to go as
far as they could in the only direction that was open, and so they
came down to Troas; that was the limit. They could not preach
anywhere behind them; they could not go to the right hand, and
there was no place to the left, and there they were at the edge of
the sea. There they were. What then? Then the Lord told them
what to do.

"And they passing by Mysia came down to Troas. And a vision
appeared to Paul in the night. There stood a man of Macedonia
and prayed him, saying, Come over into Macedonia, and help us.
And after he had seen the vision, immediately we endeavored to go
into Macedonia, assuredly gathering that the Lord has called us for
to preach the gospel unto them. Therefore loosing from Troas, we
came with a straight course to Samothracia and the next day to
Neapolis, and from thence to Philippi, which is the chief city of
that part of Macedonia, and a colony, and we were in that city
abiding certain days. And on the Sabbath we went out of the city
by a river side, where prayer was wont to be made, and we sat
down and spake unto the women which resorted thither. And a
certain woman named Lydia, a seller of purple, of the city of

Thyatira, which worshipped God, heard us, whose heart the Lord



opened, that she attended unto the things which were spoken of
Paul."

Why did the Lord want them to go over into Macedonia? To
meet the interest which the angels of the Lord had opened already.

Cornelius, too, was seeking the Lord. An angel appeared to him
and told him to send for Peter who would tell him words, whereby
he should be saved. Peter went, but it was only to meet the interest
that had already been raised. Philip, too, was sent away across the
country to find the eunuch and meet the interest that was already
raised in his mind and heart.

That 1s enough on that point. You can see by this that the book
of Acts, from this day forward, 1s your lesson-book and mine on the
work of God, how He will carry on the work and what place he
wants us to occupy in it. And, brethren, bear in mind that what He
says 1s so all the way through.

Let us turn to Isaiah and read a passage as to what the Lord
wants us to do and what He has for us. You remember that I
referred to the 60th chapter of Isaiah. We will now read the last
two verses. ""Thy people shall be all righteous: they shall inherit the
land forever, the branch of my planting, the work of my hands,
that I may be glorified. A little one shall become a thousand, and a
small one a strong nation; I the Lord will hasten it in his time."

Then the 61th chapter: "The Spirit of the Lord God is upon
me, because the Lord hath anointed me to preach good tidings
unto the meek. He hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to
proclaim liberty to the captives and the opening of the prison to
them that are bound, to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord
and the day of vengeance of our God, to comfort all that mourn."

Now the last two verses of that same chapter, and then the 62nd
chapter: "I will greatly rejoice in the Lord. My soul shall be joytul
in my God, for he hath clothed me with the garments of salvation,
he hath covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a
bridegroom decketh himself with ornaments and as a bride
adorneth herself with her jewels. For as the earth bringeth forth
her bud and as the garden causeth the things that are sown 1n it to
spring forth; so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to



spring forth before all the nations." That 1s what He 1s going to do
NOW.

"For Zion's sake I will not hold my peace, and for Jerusalem's
sake I will not rest." What do you say? Afraid of getting tired, are
you? "O yes, I have been at work quite a while now, and I think I

had better go home and rest." You had better stay
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where you are and rest. Stay there and work while you rest.

"For Zion's sake will I not hold my peace, and for Jerusalem's
sake I will not rest, until the righteousness thereof go forth as
brightness, and the salvation thereof as a lamp that burneth."
Brethren, I want to tell you that if you will take up the health
reform and live it out according to God's idea, you will not have to
rest. You will work while you rest, and you will need no vacation at
all. I know 1t from experience. You know as well as I do that for the
last three years I have been working all the time and have had no
vacation. I have not needed it, do not want any. I have gone
through 1nstitutes and camp meetings, right out of one into
another, without any rest and have gained in weight and strength
all the time. And I shall go out of this General Conference, where I
have been working every minute of the time from early morning
until sometimes midnight, just as fresh as I was when I started into
the Conference, and I expect to stay so. But you must learn to work
on your victuals, instead of on your vitals. A man cannot keep this
up and work on his vitals, but he can work on his victuals and do it
year in and year out. You get the health reform as it 1s and can do
this as He said, "and for Jerusalem's sake I will not rest." I am bold
to talk on this subject of health reform, because I think I am a
pretty good specimen.

Well, says one, you have a good strong digestion. No, sir. I have a
weak stomach and have had for years, and I have to be careful with
my stomach all the time that it does not get all undone, but that 13
what health reform is for, to give a man sense enough to take care
of himself.

So then, let us stick to that: "For Zion's sake will I not hold my
peace, and for Jerusalem's sake I will not rest, untl the



righteousness thereof go forth as brightness and the salvation
thereof as a lamp that burneth. And the Gentiles shall see thy
righteousness, and all kings thy glory, and thou shalt be called by a
new name which the mouth of the Lord shall name. Thou shalt
also be a crown of glory in the hand of the Lord, and royal diadem
in the hand of thy God. Thou shalt no more be termed Forsaken;
neither shall thy land any more be termed Desolate, but thou shalt
be called Hephzi-bah, and thy land Beulah, for the Lord delighteth
in thee, and thy land shall be married. For as a young man
marrieth a virgin, so shall thy sons marry thee: and as the
bridegroom rejoiceth over the bride, so shall thy God rejoice over
thee. I have set watchmen upon thy walls, O Jerusalem, which shall
never hold their peace day nor night. Ye that make mention of the
Lord, keep not silence, and give him no rest."

Well, when we work without rest and give Him no rest either, I
tell you there is something going to be done.

And give him no rest, till he establish and till he make Jerusalem
a praise 1n the earth. The Lord hath sworn by the arm of his right
hand and by the arm of his strength, Surely I will no more give thy
corn to be meat for thine enemies, and the sons of the stranger
shall not drink thy wine, for the which thou hast labored; but they
that have gathered it shall eat it, and praise the Lord; and they that
have brought it together shall drink it in the courts of my holiness.

Go through, go through the gates; prepare ye the way of the
people; cast up, cast up the highway; gather out the stones; lift up a
standard for the people. Behold, the Lord hath proclaimed unto
the end of the world, Say ye to the daughter of Zion [This is our
message|, Behold, thy salvation cometh; behold, his reward 1s with
him, and his work before him. And they shall call them, The holy
people, The redeemed of the Lord; and thou shalt be called,
Sought out, A city not forsaken. Who s this that cometh from Edom,
with dyed garments from Bozrah? This that is glorious in his
apparel, traveling in the greatness of his strength? [Who is this?] I
that speak in righteousness, mighty to save.

That 1s the coming of the Lord. The 63rd, 64th, and 65th

chapters of Isaiah speak of the new heavens and the new earth,



and the 66th declares that as these remain so shall we remain.
"And from one new moon to another, and from one Sabbath to
another shall all flesh come to worship before me, saith the Lord."

Don't you see that Isaiah, from the 60th to the 66th chapters, 1s
a parallel of Revelation 13 on to the end of the book? All these
things the Lord uses to show us what He is going to do now.

Well, brethren, the Bible 1s full of it. The Bible 1s full of it. Let us
believe it; let us believe Him, and the message that He has given us,
and the power of the message which He has given to every one,
and may none go from this Conference without it.

THE THIRD ANGEL'S MESSAGE - 24
A.T. Jones

We will begin with that passage that we had last night in Volume
IV. It 15 on page 443 of the canvassing edition of Great
Controversy:

"To learn what the image is like and how it 1s to be formed, we
must study the characteristics of the beast itself--the papacy."

And we need to study this now, just as much as we ever have

needed to study it, because not all the
516

features of the image of the beast have as yet been developed. The
image has not yet appeared before the world in all its features and
in all its developments. Each step that is to be taken and all that is
to be done from this time forward will be the appearance of
successive features of the image, creating more and more the full
likeness, the perfect likeness, in all its parts, of the original. Only
the start has been taken now, but as we have found in our lessons
here, the start which has been taken is such that no power on earth
or anywhere else can stop it. It will go on and develop all that 1s in
it, in spite of all that can be done to prevent it. It will go on, even
against the wishes and many times contrary to the intentions of
those who have started it.

Now just see how this thing has grown with us, how it has grown
right before our eyes. Several years ago, when we first began real,
direct, active work upon this particular phase, we established the



American Sentinel. 'That 1s eight years ago now, I think. There was
then only one organization in the country that was set to obtain
this thing. In a little while that organization gathered to itself others
and within a year or two it gathered four or five. Then the
movement got beyond the management and really beyond the
power of the original organization. Then the original organization
itself’ dropped out of our minds entirely and this new mold was put
upon 1t, this increased power that was given to it carried it beyond
the original organization by those that were added to it. That was
what our opposition was against then. It was this new form that we
had to deal with.

Now the increased power that has been brought to it by these
additional organizations, has carried itself and the whole
movement to the place where the original organization intended it
to go, so that now we have no more to deal with these
organizations. We have nothing to do with them, particularly any
more. Our contention is not against them or their work. We have
now to deal with the government of the United States, and these
things are, I was going to say, merely incidents, but they are less
than that, because the government will take steps and will be forced
to take steps that will be directly against the intentions and many
times against the power of those who have done what has been
done. And whereas our first work was against that first organization
and as our second work was against the increased organization and
the work that it was doing, now all those organizations are out of
the way and we have now to deal with that which has been done by
them.

That 1s our position now. That is where we stand, and whether
the American Sabbath Union does this, that or the other, it 1s
nothing to us now, because steps will be taken and things will be
done that the American Sabbath Union never did intelligently or
conscientiously intend. Things will be done against the wishes and
beyond the intent, the conscious intent, of the whole combination.
Because they, even in their most radical intent, never intended
anything but that they themselves should manage the government
when they got it: but, behold, the Catholics will manage the



government after these have got it. And that 1s where they will find
themselves left in the fog. That is where they will find themselves at
a disadvantage. And things will be done in spite of them that they
never thought of when they were blinded by their own zeal to get
power that did not belong to them, but they have nobody to blame
but themselves.

Now Congress has adjourned, and the action which that
Congress took 1s fastened upon the government without any
remedy. Not only that, but an additional step was taken in that line
in the very last days of the session. I have not found the full
particulars of the outcome yet, but I know the facts and they are
these: It was found that the inaugural ball that was to be held
celebrating Cleveland's inauguration had to be held Saturday
night. It was expected, of course, that they would dance over
beyond twelve o'clock in the night. The Marine Band--the National
Band of the United States--was employed. They were to furnish
the music for the ball and were also to give concerts on Sunday
following. The ministers of Washington city sent up a petition to
Congress, and Senator Quay, of course, presented it. And here are
the particulars that are reported on that:

Feb. 28, 1893. Mr. Quay presented in the Senate today a
petition signed by the pastors of many of the Washington churches
and others, on the subject of the proposed concert by the Marine
Band in the Pension Office building next Sunday as a part of the
inaugural ceremonies.

I don't know how that was. This 1s the petition:

Sunday Concerts in Pension Office Building

Mr. Quay: I present a petition of sixty clergymen of the city of
Washington, which I ask to have read.

The Vice-president: The petition will be read if there 1s no
objection.

The Chief Clerk: The petition 1s as follows:--



To the President of the United States, The Secretary of the
Interior, and the Senate and House of Representatives in Congress
assembled:

A Petition

Whereas, It having been announced by the inaugural committee
through the daily papers that, as a part of the program for the
inaugural ceremonies, three concerts by the Marine Band are to be
held in the Pension Office building on Sunday, March 5, proximo;
and

Whereas, The Congress of the United States i deference to the

Christian sentiment of the nation clearly and unmistakably expressed
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by the religious press, the pulpit, and by petition, has by legal
enactment closed the doors of the Columbian Exposition on
Sunday:

Therefore, believing to permit the holding of such concerts on
Sunday by a band of musicians connected with one of the great
departments of the government, in a government building which 1s
occupied by another great department, and as a part of the
ceremonies connected with the inauguration of the President of this
great Christian nation, by and with the sanction of her chosen rulers,
would be a national sin; believing also that such desecration as
proposed is unprecedented, would result in incalculable harm and
would be used as an authority and example for the complete
secularization of Sunday:

We earnestly petition that orders be issued forbidding the use of
any government building for such purpose on that day.

Signed by W. R. Graham, pastor of Congress Street Methodist
Protestant Church; W. Sherman Phillips, pastor Mt. Tabor
Methodist Protestant Church, and many others.

So you see, the Senate passed a resolution in answer to that
petition, complying with its request so far as to ask the Secretary of
the Interior for information. I have seen by a later paper, in giving
the report of the outcome, the statement that the Secretary of the
Interior had ordered that the Marine Band should not play on



Sunday and that President Cleveland had signified his wish to the
same effect. Therefore, when twelve o'clock struck, Saturday night,
the band just stopped short, the great, brilliant electric lights were
turned off, and everybody on the floor stopped dancing.

What I call attention to that for, is for you to see that the
government, the United States Senate, at least, has taken an
additional step in support of Sunday by passing that resolution,
and there it stands.

Now another thought: That case that was in Judge Tuley's court
in Chicago in which the Steamboat Companies thought to enjoin
the World's Fair Commissioners from shutting Jackson Park to
steamboat excursionists on Sunday--that failed, and Judge Tuley
decided that the United States government had sole authority in
the park for exposition purposes and it had stated that Sunday
should be observed there that shut out the State of Illinois and the
City of Chicago from any word in the matter.

So then, you see, everything that touches this question,
everything that comes up, all 1s turned to the support of what has
been done. Now, if no extra session of Congress is called--and
none has been yet, and doubtless will not be now, as the President
has not signified his intention to do it--then that legislation goes on
without any question or interference until the Wold's Fair 1s ended
and the thing for which the act was passed has been accomplished.
Then we shall have the United States government committed to
and having lived through more than a year's history under the
present statutory Sunday law. And thus the precedent will have
been established which will be a part of the experience of the
government, a part of its history, and as men who are not
statesmen--and very few are nowadays, especially in Congress--are
governed more by what has been done than by what ought to be done,
that will be the strongest argument and the great bulwark forever
after, in favor of Sunday as the sacred day of the government of
the United States.

But as we have said formerly, if an extra session should be called
and another Congress repeal that Sunday law, that would not affect
the principle involved in the Sunday legislation in the least, because



any succeeding legislation can repeal any law passed by any
previous legislature and such action does not call in question the
right of the previous legislature to enact that which has been
repealed. When a legislature repeals an act of a previous
legislature, 1t does not call in question the right of the previous
legislature to enact it but simply the policy of it. The right to do the
thing 1s just the same as though it were not repealed. Consequently,
if an extra session should be called and should repeal that Sunday-
closing act, the government would be just as clearly committed and
pledged to the principle that Sunday legislation 1s right on the
government, as 1t 1S NOW.

[Voice: "Suppose they repeal it on constitutional grounds."]

Elder Jones: If Congress should repeal it expressly upon the
statement and for the reason that it was unconstitutional entirely,
that would effect it but a very little more, because it would be
simply the opinion of one Congress against the opinion of another,
as 1s often done between the great parties. Even now this is
precisely the position of the two great parties on the tariff question.
The Democratic party insists that the Republican tarift bill is
unconstitutional. Therefore if this Sunday legislation should not be
repealed bodily because it 1s unconstitutional, any succeeding
Congress could take it up again because Congress did that once
before, so it would throw the thing into an even-going controversy,
and that 1s all there would be to it.

But nothing that can be done can obliterate the legislation
entirely in the principle of the thing and the right of the
government to carry it forward. The fact 1s that the government is
so thrown into the hands of this hierarchy that it never can be
delivered. Controversies will arise and as soon as the Catholics
begin to launch ahead a little and show their strength, the professed
Protestants will resent it. We may expect that at any time. We may
look for it to come from any direction and from almost any source,
It will certainly come, and as a matter of fact, it has already started.
When the World's Fair buildings were dedicated--the Catholics,

Cardinal
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Gibbons and the representative of the pope, there, received great
honors, and because of that, quite a number of professed
Protestants, the preachers, got into a great "huff" about it. They
said they would not have anything to do with the Fair anymore.
They declared, "If the Catholics are to have precedence and they
are to receive the honors and all this, why we'll just simply not have
anything more to do with the Fair." Well, the Catholics don't care
for that. They have got the honor, and they will have the power,
and 1f "Protestants" don't like it, all they need to do 1s to stay away.
And by their staying away, they will give the Catholics that much
more to do what they wanted to do in the first place. So the sum of
the matter is, that if they stay away, that gives the Catholics that
much more power. If they go, it 1s a recognition of the Catholic
supremacy. And thus they are taken captive and all they can do is
to be moved about by that power at its will. That's all they can do.

There s just one thing that they can do. They can escape the
whole thing and be delivered from it if they will, but the only way
they can do it 1s to accept the third angel's message. There is no
other way out. These men, many of them, have been led into this
by not seeing what was in it. They have been led into this by the
influence of ministers who have a higher standing than they in the
denominations round about, never dreaming what was in it. When
they see that they are caught in a perfect labyrinth and the further
they go 1n it and whichever way they turn, they get lost; when they
see that and how completely they have allowed themselves to be
sold, they will deliver themselves by fleeing unto God. And that 13
why the Lord lifts His people up above the world and causes His
church to shine so that we cannot be hid and when they begin to
look for deliverance, they will see where deliverance is, because in
the third angel's message God has set deliverance before the world,
and "a city set upon a hill cannot be hid."

Now, when God lifts us up, sets us up on a high mountain, as it
were, and causes His light to radiate in every direction, then people
in every direction will see it, and when they find that they are so
badly lost where they are, they will be glad to get deliverance from
any source. They will be glad to see that it is God that will deliver



in this direction, and they would rather have God than the papacy,
even 1f they have to come to the Seventh-day Adventists to find
Him. They will do it.

Then another thing: This church Congress, this World's Fair
Auxiliary that was dedicated or rather inaugurated at the
dedication ceremonies--Archbishop Ireland was the grand magnate
and the one orator--and it was opened up with the sanction and
blessing and good will of the Catholic church. And in this to begin
with, as well as in the ceremonies of the Fair grounds, the Catholics
by the prominence that was given them, simply compelled these
same Protestant ministers to say, "Well, if the Catholics are going to
run the whole thing, we will not be there."

Now, when that World's Congress of Religions comes and all
these things are brought out, then we may expect--we do not know
how it will come, but we may expect--controversies to arise out of
that governmental recognition of religion. And from this day
forward, in everything that comes up, we may expect only the
further development of the image that 1s already made. All that we
can look for now 1s just simply that in each step and in everything
that 1s done, other features will be developed which more perfectly
fill out the living, standing, full image of the beast.

In all these things it will come, and when the turmoils, the
riotings, and all the evils that this thing engenders, begin to be
wrought and begin to come upon this nation, there will be an effort
made to clear the government from it. There will be an effort made
to rescue the government and free it from the evil that 1s being
carried on through it. Persecutions will come. Oppressions will
come from this more and more, and there will be a reaction, and if
that reaction should lead to a governmental act, that would 1in 1its
intent swing the government clear back to the original principles of
the Declaration and the Constitution, as I stated the other night;
when that thing 1s done, it will be time for everyone to get ready to
go at a moment's notice. That will be the time for every one to
increase his energies, deepen his consecration, put himself and
everything, with all his might and main into the work, because
when that reaction itself reacts, and the evil tide sways back again,



as 1t surely will, into the religious persecuting, oppressing way, then
it stays there.

In Europe this may be done twice. I will read a passage upon this
from matter that never was published. It was given in a vision in
1850 and another in 1852. Brother Cornell had this and allowed us
to copy it. He says that Brother O. Hewitt was present when the
visions were given and secured these copies. Upon that point, this
was said:

"I saw in Europe just as things were moving to accomplish their

desires, there would seemingly be slacking up once or twice,
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thus the hearts of the wicked would be relieved and hardened, but
the work would not settle down (only seem to) for the minds of
kings and rulers were intent upon overthrowing each other and the
minds of the people to get the ascendancy."

So you can see, though it slacks up once or twice, it does not
really. It only seems to. And it says that thus the hearts of the wicked
will be relieved. Relieved of what? What had affected the hearts of
the wicked? Why, the message telling them what these distresses
mean, as the Lord has said, "Distress of nations with perplexity, the
sea and the waves roaring, men's hearts failing them for fear and
for looking after those things which are coming on the earth." They
will be convinced by the Spirit of God that that thing is so, and
they will be afraid that it 1s--not glad that it 1s so, but afraid it is.
Then, when it slacks up, that will relieve them, you see. Then they
will say, "We thought that was all a false alarm." And then when 1t
swings back and the message goes on saying, "That is what we told
you and now be sure to get ready," then they will say, ""That's what
you said before, and it has slackened up and swung back." That is
where the hardness of heart comes in, just as Pharaoh's heart was
hardened, and consequently the hearts of the wicked will be
relieved and hardened, and when it does swing back, the end
comes and they are caught.

Now about our own country: In 1888, when I went to the
Senate, I had the hearing before the Senate Committee. When I
came back, Sister White asked me what the situation was there and



what was the prospect. I told her what the Senators told me, that
that being a short session, Congress would expire on the 4th of
March, that the session was so far gone that they could not possibly
get the legislation through, even if it were introduced. From the
calendar they had, they saw no possibility of its getting into the
Senate even, and if it did, still there was no possibility that it could
be passed and go through both houses, as it would have to. I told
her the situation as it was. The answer she made was: "Then it is
nearer than we expect." The natural thought would be, if it should
not pass then, these things that we are looking for--troubles,
persecutions, and so on--would be farther off, but if it should go
through, then these things would be nearer. Well, as that would be
the natural way to look at it, of course God's way being the right
way and ours the wrong way, His is bound to be the opposite of
ours, and what we would naturally think the sign that it was farther
off would indeed be the sign that it is nearer.

Well then, she went on to say that when this passed, when they
did get the government into their hands and begin their oppression
and carry out the spirit that is in them, the oppressions and
persecutions that will be set up will cause a reaction by men of fair
minds, who abhor persecutions and there will be a lull and a little
time of relief and apparent peace. And then when the tide should
swing back after the reaction, all things would wind up shortly. So
you can see the situation here is similar to what she saw it would be
in Europe, as expressed 1n this testimony of 1852.

So that 1s why I said the other night that none of us want to get
caught or deceived by anything that will be done hereafter,
professing or expecting to undo what has been done. Whatever
comes, bear in mind, when it does come, it is only a little relief that
God gives us in which to do more work than we ever did before in
the world. And that it only opens up the way for us to do w an easier
way what we have to do. And so, every one that will take that view
of it and who acts upon it--then when the work of God is finished,
he simply goes onto the triumphant assembly on Mount Zion.

But every one that is saying, "O, no. You were going too fast.
You were making too much of this," as a good many will say, we



want to be warned against these things also. Here is the record of
what some will say (Testimony 33, page 243):

"When the watchman, seeing the sword coming, gives the
trumpet a certain sound, the people along the line will echo the
warning and all will have opportunity to make ready for the
conflict. But too often the leader has stood hesitating, seeming to
say, 'Let us not make too great haste. There may be a mistake. We
must be careful not to raise a false alarm.' The very hesitancy and
uncertainty on his part is crying, 'Peace and safety."

Then don't you see in this that anyone who hesitates, anyone
who wavers, his very conduct says, "Peace and safety"? He may not
say 1t out loud, but he says it. That 1s why in the other place we
read, in previous lessons, "Calebs are wanted who will say 'Now 1s
the time for action."

I read on:-

"The very hesitancy and uncertainty on his part 1s crying, 'Peace
and safety. Do not get excited. Be not alarmed. There is a great
deal more made of this Religious Amendment question than is
demanded. This agitation will all die down."

See? That shows that some will say that. Well then, don't you
see, those who say that and take that hesitating, lingering,
questioning, wondering position when they see something that
appears like the undoing of all that has been done, they will say;
"Yes, that's what we told you. We told you that long ago. But you
have gone ahead and got the people all stirred up and alarmed and
now it 1s all undone and what's your work worth? It is a false alarm
that you have sent. You have deluded the people.

It 13 no such thing! Because when that lull comes, that is the very
thing that those who stand in the fear of God and in the council of
God will see 1s their very grandest opportunity. [Voice: "Isn't it in
answer to our prayers to hold the winds in check?"| Yes, sir. And

when that lull comes
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instead of saying, "peace and safety," everyone who stands in the
council of God, will exclaim, Now get ready, quick. Get ready, for



soon the tide will swing back, and then, everyone that is caught is
caught forever. That is the danger, you see.

Let us read a little further from Great Controversy, p. 443:

"When the early church became corrupted by departing from
the simplicity of the gospel and accepting heathen rites and
customs, she lost the Spirit and power of God, and in order to
control the consciences of the people, she sought the support of the
secular power."

That was the papacy, bear in mind.

"The result was the papacy, a church that controlled the power
of the state and employed it to further her own ends, especially for
the punishment of 'heresy' In order for the United States to form
an 1mage of the beast, the religious power must so control the civil
government that the authority of the State will also be employed by
the church to accomplish her own ends."

Has anybody here seen anything of that kind done in the
United States? [Congregation: "Yes."]| Now, honestly, do you
believe there 1s a person in this house besides yourself that has seen
such a thing as that in the United States? [Congregation: "Yes."] Is
there anyone that has nof? [Congregation: "No."] No difference
what he says about it; no difference what he thinks about it or how
he views it himself, 1s there anyone in this house or in the United
States that has not seen that thing? The question is not what he
believes about it. That 1s not the question at all, but is there anyone
that has not seen just that thing done? [Congregation: "No."|
There 1s not one that has not seen that thing done: they know it is
done, whether they allow 1t is the image of the beast or not. That is
not the question, but i s done. They have seen it done. If anybody
should say it is not the image of the beat, we can answer that it is
something just like it anyhow. We could go that far together
perhaps.

Then another thing that comes in right here. Some have wished
that they might have a statement by the Supreme Court of the
United States as to what the Court meant in that decision or as to
what the Court intended by it. But, brethren, that would not do a
bit of good. If the Supreme Court of the United States should



write out an express statement that the Court did not mean at all to
make this a Christtan nation, that it did not intend at all to
establish a national religion here, it would not affect the thing the
snap of your finger.

The question 1s not what the Court wtended; it 1s what the Court
has done. It 1s that that counts. And what the Court has done will be
seen and the fruits of it will be reaped and the effects of this will be
carried on in spite of anything that the Court even may have
intended. That has nothing to do with it. I do not suppose that
anyone in the Court intended what 1s in what the Court said,
because the Court does not know what 1s in what it has said, and
therefore it could not have intended what 1s in it. The Court does
not know what 1s in it. They do not dream what is 1n it.

Did Congress know what was in the Sunday act, closing the
World's Fair on Sunday? Did they know what was in that?
[Congregation: "No."| Suppose Congress should rise up and pass a
resolution for the nation, the American people, saying, "we did not
intend at all by this act to put the government of the United States
and the power of the government into the hands of the churches."
And they could say so honestly, don't you suppose they could?

Question: Did the bishops of Constantine's time know what was
in 1t back there?

Answer: No, they did not see what was 1in it. They did not know
what was 1n 1t; that is the point.

So now 1f Congress should plainly say that we did not intend to
give the government into the hands of the churches and therefore
the government us nof in the hands of the churches, does the
conclusion follow? No. It is there, whatever they intend.

The point s, they do not know what 1s in 1t, and they themselves
now know that there is in it what then they did not know was 1n it.
A senator from the State of Washington told Brother Decker that if
he had known before what he knew afterward, he would not have
voted as he did. Exactly. And members of the house have said the
same thing. But there i1s the mischief of it. Satan does not care and
the papacy does not care whether they know what is in it or not or
whether they intended it or not. It is done, and the fruits of it will



appear and the wrong that is in it will come, in spite of what the
court intended, in spite of what Congress intended, in spite of
what the court knew and in spite of what Congress knew.

That 1s not where we are to look anyhow for interpretations of
these things that have been done. In the word of God 1s where we
are to look for the interpretation of these things that have been
done. In the history of the papacy is where we are to look for the
interpretation of these things that are done. And only those who do
look there will be able to see what there i1s in these things which
have been done. He who is not acquainted with the history of the
papacy; he who has not studied that and seen the origin of these
things and the encroachments and the building up and the logic of
each step as it went on in its way until the final outcome--he who
has not followed this, will not be prepared to see what 1s in these
things and what is to come out of them.

And therefore the Lord has pointed us to that
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thing as the source of our knowledge. Let me read that again. "to
learn what the image is like and how it is to be formed." Just as I
stated last night, God has given us things by which to know long
beforehand what is going to be, in order that when it appears, we
shall be able to recognize on the instant that that means the
papacy.

Therefore what the Court intended in this has nothing at all to
do with the question. And it a document could be secured from the
Supreme Court of the United States signed by every Judge on the
bench, saying that they did not intend anything of that kind, I
would simply say, That has not anything to do with the question.
There 1s just what they said. They said, "This is a Christian
nation," and "proved" it. And all this will come out of it in spite of
anything they ever intended or ever knew about it. That has
nothing to do with it.

And there are those testimonies we read here. All have them in
the little Special Testimonies. There it 1s said that we are not to get
our information from those without; we are not to take counsel
with the world. Our orders are to come from above; our counsel 1s



to be received from there. In the Review and Herald of February
21, first page, 1s a statement to the effect that those who stand in
the counsel of God will have wisdom to detect Satan's movements
and avoid them. Brethren, the Lord has left us armed at every
point against everything that Satan may do. Why, three distinct
sources you see He has opened for our absolute knowledge of this
thing--the Bible, the Testimonies, and the history of the papacy.
There are three sources of knowledge upon this: there is the
history, there 1s the Scripture, and there 1s the Spirit of Prophecy to
explain both. Has not He left us fully armed, then?

Well, then let us make use of the documents and means that He
has given us by which to be fully armed against these deceptions.
That 1s what is wanted. It will require study, but what in the world
1s a preacher for if he is not to study? That 1s what I want to know.
He has nothing else to do than to study, and nothing else to do than
to work. Study and work, work and study a/l the tzme. Of course it
will be harder work than a good many have done, to study up all
these things and put your mind to it with all your might. But you
need not be afraid of getting the brain fever; do not be afraid of
that. I just wish--I would not confine it to ministers, because all
must be ministers one time or another--but I wish that every
Seventh-day Adventist would get down to it and study until his
brain fiber snaps. It would do him good. Study until his brain fairly
cracks because of the exertion. What does the Lord say? "Thou
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, all thy soul," and
how much of your mind? [Congregation: "All of it."] Then go at
it. Come along. Let us get at it. "All of your mind" is what He
wants. Al of your mind. A/l of it. Let Him have it.

I will read that statement a little further concerning those who
say 1t will all die down: Testimony, No. 33, pages 243, 244

"Too often the leader has stood hesitating, seeming to say, 'Let us
not be in too great haste. There may be a mistake. We must be
careful not to raise a false alarm." The very hesitancy and
uncertainty on his part is crying, 'Peace and safety. Do not get
excited. Be not alarmed. There is a great deal more made of this Religious
Amendment question than is demanded. This agitation will die down." Thus



he virtually denies the message sent from God, and the warning
which was designed to stir the churches, fails to do its work. The
trumpet of the watchman gives no certain sound, and the people
do not prepare for the battle. Let the watchman beware lest
through his hesitancy and delay souls shall be left to perish, and
their blood shall be required at his hand."

Then another thing. Some of the ministering brethren and a
good many of the people have said, "I do not think this religious
liberty work, this church and State work 1s quite the thing. It is too
much like politics. I do not think it 1s exactly the thing to work in
the church and on the Sabbath and so on." Well, that depends
altogether on what the condition of your heart is. It depends
altogether on what it is to you. If it is simply a political thing to
you, then all it is to you i1s politics. If it 1s religious liberty work
indeed with you and in you, then it 1s the gospel. If it 1s with you
only a theory, only an outward formalism, then all it 1s with you is
politics. Policy 1s all you know. But if it 1s with you and in you the
real soul liberty, the real liberty that Christ gives the converted soul,
then it 1s religious liberty indeed, the gospel of Christ, and no
politics about it. That 1s the difference between politics and the
gospel of Christ.

I would like to know who is the greatest, the sharpest, and the
most tricky politician on the earth. [Congregation: "The pope of
Rome."] Of course, the pope. He always has been the greatest
politician. Every one of them has been a politician, you know. But
he professes the gospel. Where 1s there a broader professor of religion
than the pope? But the principles of the papacy and the gospel as
professed by the papacy are all on the outside. It never can be
anything but politics. But let the principles of the gospel that these
men put on the outside only and which they simply hold as a
theory, as a creed, let those principles of the gospel reach the heart
and bring Jesus Christ into the heart, and then you have got
religious liberty indeed. But there would then be no popes.

And so those brethren that have supposed that the religious

liberty work was too much like politics for
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them, what they need is to find out what religious liberty is and to
get religious liberty for themselves and in their hearts and then they
will know it is not politics. They will know that it 1s religion. Those
folks have not found out what real religion is. No, sir. The man who
finds the religious liberty that there 1s in Jesus Christ and which the
gospel brings to him and which separates every religious thing from
the State, separates Church and State--the man who does that, he
knows that it 1s not politics, because he knows the straight way, and
he will take the straight way and he will go that way in the face of
every consideration that the earth can furnish or mention, and
there 1s no politics in that. That 1s principle.

Well then this is where we stand. These are some of the things
we are to consider. And the secret of all, the beginning and the
ending of all, the all in all of 1t, 1s simply Jesus Christ in a man, the
hope of glory. That explains everything. That gives understanding
of everything. It supplies everything. Christ, Christ and Him
cructfied. That is all that any man wants. That is all that any man
needs. It 1s all we can have, for "In him dwelleth all the fullness of
the Godhead bodily and ye are complete in him."

Then as we separate, going forth to carry the message which
God has given us, in the power which he has given with it, to carry
the everlasting gospel to every nation and kindred and tongue and
people and--do not forget--saying with a loud voice, "Fear God, and
give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is come, and
worship him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the
fountains of waters," with the other angel following saying,
"Babylon 1s fallen, 1s fallen, that great city, because she made all
nations drink of the wine of her fornication." Has she? All nations
now? [Congregation: "Yes."| Then let the stll louder voice go, "If
any man worship the beast and his image and receive his mark in
his forehead or in his hand, the same shall drink of the wine of the
wrath of God, which 1s poured out without mixture into the cup of
his indignation. . . . Here 1s the patience of the saints: here are they
that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus . . .
Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth."



Well, then when one of your friends dies why do you mourn?
God has promised a blessing upon him. Do not rob yourself of a
blessing too by unbelief. "Blessed are the dead which die in the
Lord from henceforth." And then 1t 1s confirmed: "Yea, saith the
Spirit, that they may rest from their labors; and their works do
follow them. And I looked, and behold a white cloud and upon the
cloud one sat like unto the Son of man, having on his head a
golden crown and in his hand a sharp sickle. And another angel
came out of the temple crying with a loud voice to him that sat on
the cloud, Thrust in thy sickle and reap, for the time is come for
thee to reap, for the harvest of the earth is ripe. And he that sat on
the cloud thrust in his sickle on the earth, and the earth was
reaped."

"And I saw as it were a sea of glass mingled with fire: and them
that had gotten the victory over the beast and over his image and
over his mark and over the number of his name stand on the sea of
glass having the harps of God." That 1s where we are going. It is a
straight journey right through. That is where it 1s.

Well, then don't you see that everything we do, every subject we
take, every word we utter, 1s in view of the coming of the Lord. He
s coming. He 1s coming Are you not glad of 1it? Yes, the Lord is
coming, Himself. And we shall see Him as He 1s. Not as He was,
but as He . His face shining as the sun, His raiment white as the
light, His voice like the voice of a multitude, speaking peace and
everlasting joy to those who wait for Him. Yes, brethren, He is
coming, all over glorious. He 1s coming. We shall see Him. We shall
see Him. Yes, like that blessed hymn, which says:-

He comes, not an infant in Bethlehem born,
He comes, not to lie in a manger;
He comes, not again to be treated with scorn;
He comes, not a shelterless stranger.
He comes, not to Gethsemane,
To weep, and sweat blood in the garden;
He comes, not to die on the tree,
To purchase for rebels a pardon;
Oh no; glory, bright glory environs him now.

Exactly. Wrapped in a blaze of boundless glory it i1s. How many
of the holy angels with Him? [Congregation: "All of them."] All of



them? [Congregation: "Every one."] But shall we know Him then
amongst such a company of them, each one shining above the
brightness of the sun? Ah, brethren, He who has gone with us all
the way, He who has been with us in suffering, He who has been
with us in sorrow, He who has delivered us from trouble, He who
has walked with us all the way, He who has walked with us all the
way, He who has saved us from our sins, He who has made us
acquainted with Him--can anything obscure Him in that day and
hide Him from us? [Congregation: "No."| No. That blessed
presence that has bound us to Him when He was so far away, can
anything keep us from Him when He comes so near? No, and the
ten thousand times ten thousand and thousands of thousands of
angels are not there fo keep us from Him. They are not there to
surround Him like a bodyguard of soldiers to keep people away.
Oh, no. They come to flake us to Him. [Congregation: "Amen."]

That is the only thing they are there for, to bring us
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to Him. And He will take us to Himself, for He says so. He says so.
And we shall see Him for ourselves and our eyes shall behold Him
and not a stranger. No, not a stranger. The last words of Paul were:
"O Lord, when shall I embrace thee? when shall I behold thee for
myself without a dimming veil between?" Sketches from the Life of
Paul, 331. Can't we all say it too? [Congregation: "Amen."]
Brethren, it will not be long. [Voices: "No, indeed,"| It will not
be long. Why, think. More than that, we shall see all the rest there.
And did you ever notice that turn that is taken in Paul's words there
when he 1s comforting us about the loss of our friends who have
died, that they will all come from the dead again. 1 Thess. 4. Now
let us read that. "But I would not have you ignorant, brethren,
concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as
others which have no hope. . . . For the Lord himself shall descend
from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and
with the trump of God; and the dead in Christ shall rise first; then
we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with
them 1n the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever

be with" one another? [Congregation: "With the Lord."| Why, he



started out to tell them that they would meet with their dead
friends after a while, but when he came to the time he did not see
them at all. What 1s the reason? Because the Lord 1s all in all that day.
Why, of course, we will be glad our friends are all there, but,
brethren, we will be gladder than all that that Friend Himself 1s there.
He takes precedence of all our other friends in that day. We are so
glad that that Friend 1s there that we have not time to look for
these, and so He says. "The Lord himself shall descend from
heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the
trump of God, and the dead in Christ shall rise first: then we which
are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the
clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the
Lord."

Brethren, then there will be no dimming veil between. We shall
be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. Then let us be glad. Let
us be glad all the way. Tell the people that the Lord i1s coming. Tell
them, Get ready, for He 1s coming. Tell them these things. Say, His
coming is near. Get ready, for He 1s coming. Get ready to meet
Him, for He 1s coming. Get ready to be like Him, for that glory of
which He has given us a part now will make us like Him altogether
in that day.

Where is that hymn book? Let us sing that piece--1175--"In the

Resurrection Morning." I think we can sing that together now.
"In the resurrection morning we shall see the Saviour coming,
And the sons of God a-shouting, in the kingdom of the Lord.
Chorus:

"We shall rise; we shall rise,
When the mighty trumpet rends the azure skies;
Yes, the dead in Christ shall rise, all the dead in Christ shall rise,
In the resurrection morning we shall rise.

"We feel the advent glory; while the vision seems to tarry
We will comfort one another with the words of Holy Writ.

"By faith we can discover that our warfare'll soon be over,
And we'll shortly hail each other, on fair Canaan's happy shore.



"We will tell the pleasing story, when we meet our friends in glory,
And we'll keep ourselves all ready for to hail the heavenly King.



"What | was going to read further was this:-

"Was it not advertised and held as a mass-meeting? Had we not a perfect right
to attend it? And had we not a perfect right to vote against any resolutions that
might be offered? When we went to the meeting, as the masses were expected
to go, were we to keep still when called upon to vote? And to remain silent when
directly called upon, both by the gentleman who offered the resolutions and by
the chairman, to explain our vote? In view of these facts, is it the fair thing for
them to denounce us as 'atheists,' 'religious anarchists,' 'brass interlopers,' etc.,
as they have done? What kind of a mass meeting did they expect to hold,
anyhow? More than this, what kind of a mass meeting is that wherein forty
people can 'mass their forces' and defeat the object of the meeting? In all their
meetings they missed no opportunity to proclaim over and over that forty millions
of the American people are on their side of the Sunday question. In the meeting
that night Dr. George vehemently declared that on their side were forty millions,
while there were only about twenty-five thousand of the Seventh-day Adventists
in the United States. 'Forty millions of us,' he shouted, 'and we are not afraid.
Forty millions of us and we have the government on our side, and we are not
afraid of anything that the Adventists can do." Now if the people were so
overwhelmingly in favor of the work of the American Sabbath Union how would it
be possible for a few, in proportion of only one in sixteen hundred, either to pack
their meeting or defeat their resolutions? If their own representations were true,
they would have had the house full and the galleries packed with people in favor
of the work of the Sunday Union, and it would be literally impossible for all the
opponents that could be 'massed' to defeat the object of the meeting. But when
the facts demonstrated that their own mass-meetings were so slimly attended
that forty people could largely outvote them and kill their resolutions and 'defeat
the object of the meeting,' this in itself demonstrates that their claim of an
overwhelming maijority of the people in favor of Sunday closing of the World's
Fair is a downright fraud. And this is what hurts them. As long as they can go on
unmolested and uncontradicted in their misrepresentations they are happy. But
when an incident occurs that exposes the fraud in their claims it grinds them."

i This is not admitted. For we have no right to bribe a man, even not to drink.
And if Congress did this act upon this principle, as is here suggested, then it did
add to the other evils of this legislation the element of bribery. And in fact this is
precisely the view of it which has already been held by the American Sabbath
Union. The President of the Sabbath Union has published that this act of
Congress "puts a premium of $2,500,000 on doing right. It proves in a concrete
way that 'godliness hath great gain." And this whole idea we repudiate with all
the rest of the evil thing.

il For particulars, see Sentinel Library No. 53, pp. 48-54.



